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Foreword

A note from the Author

Family history is a passion of mineothing fascinates me more than
being given a name to research to see what can be unravelled about
that person. But of course it is not just about the person, it is about their
place of origin, their place of residence and a shapshot of social history
of the timein which they livedWe end up documenting their life events
and the experiences of the individuals and families.

Fordham Local History Society has been a very important part of my life
since | moved to Fordham in 2012. FLHS has a very good archive
containing over 2000 photographst Is from the archive of WW2
information that this book has evolved. | have been helped along the
waybymember@ ¥ G KS &a20AS{eé ofiffiofniatdd y 3 2 G |

Paticular thanksgo to Michael HamiltoAMacy for ediing the book and
to my former teachng colleague Nicky Gibband who has also
supported me along the wayith her research

The book is a snap shot dme of the people who resided in ouvtlage

at a time of fear and uncertainty. But it was also a tiofehope and
bravery, a time when a community would come together to support
each other and where friendships would be forged and would last a
lifetime.

If youdo have any other information about Fordham and WW2, please
contact me and thenformation can bepublished in our monthly FLHS
Bulletin and | can add it to the publication for a later reprint.



The reference$or the contentcan be foundat the end of each chapter.

| would like to acknowledge Hugh Beattie in allowing FLHS to use the
beautiful landscap composition of Fordharon the front coverlt is a
view ofthe 1939 defence line and the River Colne South of Fordham

Sincerethanks tothe Hervey Benham Charitable Trust for their generous
grant towards the printing of the book.

| hope that you will ejoy the book;it has been a privilege to write about
our village once again.

Wendy Shepherd 2025

Acknowledgements: Doris Beard, Marlene Boyle, Mary Chamley, Carole
Child, Angela Church, Lorna Edmonds, Nicky Gibbs,&tagn nee
Hills,A.P.HoweMichaelHamiltonMacy, Fred Waters, Jess Jephcaott,
Jenny KayRat Patrick(Georgina and Lindsay Ratcliffe, Jim Sdarsinne
Thorne, WJM Photography andordham History Society.

Thanks to alllte familieswho have contacted me includin@ecil Beard,
Colin Boner, Walter Butler, Charles Blackwell, James Chamley, vy
Chandler, Millicent Fairhall, John T. Firmin, Albert Garrod, Lewis Gunary,
Ernest and Susannah Hay, Métijls, George E. Kettl€harles Leach,

Kelso Wheturere MasqgiiRolandMorganandBen Travis.
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CHAPTER1

Introduction

OHistorical memory is the key to self - identity, to seeing
onebdbs place in the stream of t ictegness and o
with all of humankind. d

C2ftt2goAy3a 2y FTNRBRY 2dzNJ 2Pragervio2tBe] W
aSY2ZNR QX C2NRKFIY [20Ff 1 A&ad2NE {2
Wendy Shepherd decided to write another book about the people of
Fordham to gain a snapshot of life in this rural comity but this time

the focus would baVW2. As Britain went to war in 1939, the village of
Fordham once again stepped up to the mark; but this time many more
women actively participated.

Even before the "8 of September1939 the economic crisis of the Eat

Depression and political tensions left unresolvetiowing the end of
World War One made politiciansfearfully concerned of what might
happen.

From 1935 there was concern about the skirmishes in Africa and Spain.
Hitler was a growing threat with hi®surgence and aggressive stance.
There was a real threat of air assault and the use of poison gas against
civilians. A Committee of Imperial Defence was set up as early as 1924 to
examine how the United Kingdom could be protected from aerial attacks
and this is how the Air Raid Precautions or ARP was formed. You can
read more abut the workings of the ARP irn&pter 9.

It was after the ARP Act of 1938 that other front line civil defence
workers were galvanised into training including The Auxiliary Emace

and Plice Reserve, seeh@pters 10 and.1.

The LDV, Local Defence Voluntegr who later became the Home
Guarg, the WVS( 2 YSy Qa =+ 2 dzyand NISAukiBriNIBA O
Territorial Serviceyvere all represented in Fordham angbu can read

about them inChapters 8,13 and14.
1



So how do we know what occurred in FordHampart from the oral
histories that have been collected from Fordham folk, FLHS also has a
wealth of photographic evidence which@wvs us what it was like living

in Fordham during WW2.

But t was finding the death record of a Fordham civilian who had been
killed in 1942 that was the catalyst for further research into Fordham
and WW2.

It is the 1939 WW?2 Registéthapter 3)which wastaken on the29™ of
September 193%hat records those who were living in Fordham at the
time. This information was used by Government to produce identity
cards and, once rationing was introduced in January 1940, to issue ration
books. Later in 1948, thitata wouldalsobe used as a Natal Health
Service register.

The1939 Rgister also included the home defence rollFofdhammen

and women at the start of the warFor example: Local Defence

+2f dzyGSSNI 0[50 fF GSNI (KS Setvizgey S
(WVS), Air Raid Precautions (ARP) which included the Auxiliary Fire
Service (AFS), Rescue and Decontamination Squad, Special Constabula
YR 22YSyQa [ yR ! nedadightng grryChagtdt 2 & S
16), but an army on the fields working hatd produce food for the

nation.

CtKAa ySg 0221 AYy C2NRKIYQa f A0NI NE
been compiled from many sources: research by FLHS members,
photographs from our archive, data from the 1939 pvar register, the

1921 census, int@iews, recounts, biographies and documents. But
perhapsthe most important source waffom the people of Fordham

who havegiven their voice to this project.

FLHS idortunate to have an archive of taped interviews from 2004
when Jess Jephcott, a formesrBham resident produced a compilation
of interviews with Fordham residents. These intervieomssered their



lives and included WW2 reminiscences and experiencége
I O1ly26ft SRIS WSahis@eok. O2y i NAOdziA2Y (32

At the beginning of each chapter, you wild a diary entry written by
Millicent Fairhall nee Partridge. FLHS was given a copycefpts from
aAft AOSyiQa 22uH RAFNE Ylyeé &SINa |
use her first hand insights telling us what it was like to live in Fordham
andthe surrounding area during those war years.

In this edition we commemoratthe sacrifices of the men and women of
Fordham who served in WW2; many fought and died, cdheturned,
some were injured or imprisoned.tk®rs who remained in the village
worked tirelessly on the land providing foodnd forage We were
protected by the Home Guard and mamillagerswere ARP wardens,
WVS workers and first aiders.

We must not forget the role of Fordham Parish Council, who like other
parish councilacross the coumy formed Invasion Committee® deal

with many of the practicalities thaFadham might expect if invaded
(Chapter 5.)When you read excerpts from their minutes, you begin to
understand thatmvasion was a grave possibility and Fordham needed a
plan.

Thete were also unsung volunteers who organised events on the Home
CNRYGT W{SSLAYy3I GKS K2YS FANBA od
regular venue for dances which kept morale higtisingmoney for the
Welcome Home Fund and other vital war wolW2 wasnhot just a

a2t RASNDR& g4I NI Al g2dAZ R 0SS | LIS2 L

We dedicate this booto the four men on our war memorial James Bugg
(Graham), Douglas Cuame, John Hewitt and John Treby. However,
20KSN)] WC2 NRK Ihae recerldiWNBehn @iScevergd in the
reseach: - Charles Henry BlackwelHenry Albert HoskinsLeonard
Samuel JohnsgrAllan Charles Lewis and Georgélliam Smith They
alsodied serving our countriut are not recorded on our war memorial

(Chapter 20)
3



FLHS would also like to include in tthedication Emma Dale, a civilian
from Fordham Heath (which was still part of Fordham in W\VEEhma
was killed when Sevelta Hospital was bombed in 194zh@pter 22.)

As with our WW1 bookthe criteria for inclusion in this bools a
connection to Fordhamhrough bith or residenceand this iswhy they
are remembered imour story.

This book is just a snapshot of life in the village during those war years,
using the information at hand at the time of publication. We apologise if
we have omitted anyone you kmofrom this edition who was part of
Fordham during that time.

We have endeavoured to make as many contacts as possible. We will be
able to add any omissions to our online publicateord further reprints

but sadly not to this publication. We also hopettpeople can use this
book to help them research and study family who used to liveun o
beautiful village of Fordham.

To visualise a&illagelike Fordhamlocked in by barbed wire and road
blocks,may be hard to imagine. So perhaps this bodk enalde people

to connect the past with the present, to understand that their lives
today were shaped byhe events that happened here iaur village of
Fordham

For our older villagerghis may be easierasthey can identify witrmany
events ofthe time ard make a connection. So many of them have
shown a great interest in the project asanis a time when their families
were actively involved in such a pivotal time in their community.



Lo
uiee ~~',°,00°
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Georgina and Lindsay Ratcliffe- Tastes Through Time

Sources of Information

Page 10Opening quote Ref:phi.history.icla.edu/nchs/preface/significanee
history-educatedcitizen

Pages 1, 2 www.history.com/topics/worldwar-ii/world -war-ii-history#leading
up-to-world-war


http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history#leading-up-to-world-war
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history#leading-up-to-world-war

CHAPTER?2

Fordham

O6Fordham looks calm and peaceful in the evening sun.
Cornfields are nearly bare; hedgerows rich with colour,
berries and fruit beginning to don their autumn hues. Nature
seems to have reached maturity . 6 M.F.

Just 20 years on from thend of WW1; Britain found itself at war with
Germanyonce againOne cannot imagine the disbelief of those who had
experienced the horrors of WW1, that thegountry wasabout to
embark on another war. tl would have been beyond their
understanding All tho® lives lost and gone forever, all those injured
physically and mentally, all those children orphaned and wives widowed.

If you read examples frohe 1921 census which areow available on
Find My Pastaind Ancestrywebsites, you will read the sense ofnger
and frustration of those whdad previouslyserved. AWorld fit for
heroe) ¢ a | LisverYataridlisedhidimény exservicemen
found themselvesut of work.

The censusdlocuments record comments about th@pprehensionof
another war One cesusreads ¢ "l do not wish to produce for an
overstocked labour market or ftire purpose of cannon foddér.

WW?2 would be a very different war. The Royal Air Force was now a
strong branch of the military this time and in turn the German Luftwaffe
chalenged our skies. Families had to deal with aerial onslaughts, so to
protect their children from the large scale bombings; many parents
evacuated their children to protect them from the bombingkat
threatened our major cities, coastal towns, industry andilitary
installations. How would Fordham cope this time around?



For youngerresidentsand thosenew to Fordham, it may be hard to
imagine lifein Fordhambefore theestates werebuilt. It wasthesefields
that were an important part ofgriculturallife in Fordham prioto and
duringWw?2.

Imagine open fields wher€hurch Road, Lucas AvenuHall Road,
Partridge Avenue and#lerrings Wayare situated. Moat Fieldsis where

the Vulcan pub stoodndwould have looked very differentX the top

of Ponders Bad and Church Road opposite the war memorial was an
orchard. Other housing dvelopments likeRams Farm and The Old
Thrift mark the sites of long gone agricultural lamtenWeavers Green
andthe village green had been fields and then turrietb a recreational
field thanks to Mr Gunary.

Fields that became the recreational fieltvillage green.
The Vulcan and stables in the distance. FLHS Archive

We can get an insight into Fordhaamd Fordham Heatlkeading up to
the war, during the war and afteit from the History of the County Of
Essex.Fordham Heathwas part of the parish before théboundaries
changedn 1949

Taken from aHistory of the County of Essex Volume 10, Lexden Hundred
pages 205 to 21Q
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Populationwas 612 in 1931. After 1949 population at Fordham
wasrecorded as 576 in 1951

There was mixed farming in the 2@entury.Between the world
wars wheat and sugar beet were grown at Fordham Hall. Cows,
sheep, pigs and poultry were reared.

Casual workers were employed for pea picking and market
garden produceaaken to Covent Garden.

The council encouraged residents to find odd jobs for the
unemployed in 1933, a time of economic depression.

At Sutton's Farm crops rotated between 1929 and 1932 included
wheat, beans, peas, barley, mangolds, straw crop, clover,
sanfoin (forage for horse3 cabbages, oats, gar beet, and
various root crops

. @ Mopop {dzidz2yQa TFINXY o4l a aSNR
insufficient labourers; the farm had a dairy herd of 16.

In 1935 there were two general stores, a building and
undertaking business, and a bakery

An orchard in 1935 where Herrings Way was later built.

Farm workers' cottages were sometimes provided by farmers,
there were five cottages in two blocks in Plummers Road in
1922.

A model cottage for farmworkers at Fordham ddafarm was
built in 1938, subsidized by the local authority

From 1935 electricity was supplied to the centre of the village
and to outlying parts some years later.

Water was obtained from shallow wel until 19378 when
mains water was provided along Gbh Road, and the supply
was gradually extended.

Having been founded in 1894~ordram FRarish Gouncil was
responsible for allotments, footpaths, footbridges, darthe
administration of Love'si@rity.

From 1936 there were quarterly refuse disposal collecion

An invasion sultommittee met during the Second World War
concerned with the home guard, emergency food rations,

-
-



casualties, informing the public about aigias measures, and
listing all tractors and motors.

Military authorities requisitionedand on Fodham Heath during
WW2. Pillboxes remain south of the Colne and at Fordham
Bridge.

After the formation of Eight Ash Green Parisbu@cil in 1949

the number of Fordham &ish councillors was reduced to five,
together with a rural district councillor.

The (apel - A succession of financial difficulties arose from
poor administraion of the bequests, and Houdsuim was sold

in 1931. From the 1930s local Scots farmers gave some financial
support. After the Second World War congregations dwindled
andthe chapé later sold.

The School In 1946 the school was reorganized for juniors and
infants only, in 1950 renamed Fordham All Saints' Church of
England school, and in 1952 awarded Voluntary Controlled
status.

In 1946 Fordham Place, a dairy faintluded 66 acresf arable

and pasture in Fordhamnd more than 20 acres of willowsh&
timber was used to make cricket bater which Fordham had
become renowned

A small council estate was developed from 1948 around Porters
Lane west of Fordham Heath.

Stanley Playle and his brother Cecil Bertie Playle with the
orchard behind their home and bakery in Pondes Road.
FLHS Archive



Fordham History Society is fortunate to have a very good historical
archive Since the society was formed in 199%e haveaccumulated
over 2000photographs anatountlessdocuments which show and tell us
about Fordhang back in the day!

Many years ago we were lky to be given som&VW?2 diary entries
covering the first few years of the wanyitten by Millicent Fairhall nee
Partridge, with addional commentsby her daughter Manand then
written up by anotherdaughter Hazel Gooch. In sharing some of the
descriptive entries from the diary, you will perhaps get a better feel and
understanding of our viige during World War Two angu get areal
sense thaMillicent loved the village of Fordham.

Millicent had returned to Fordham with heyoungerchildren and her
motK SNJ | & Widekforl® des daiyCemtries are alsaiseful for
Chapter 17 on evacuation. At the time when warwas imminent

a A f t Af@hfly/ wiaSlising in Clacton. With Clacton situated on the
coast, the townwas vulnerable to German invasion aaf on the
flight path to LondonMillicent decidedto look for a place to evacuat
her family.

6Went to Lo ndon today, but could not fix anything up with

the boys and Grannie. I h ave resolved to go to Fordham. It

has come to me like an inspiration, Fordham, Gr anni efs
natve vill age. 6

6Been to Fordham and wonder of wonder , have arranged for

Grannie to go there. How strange to go to Fordham on such an
errand; adream world where time seems to stan

a At t AfarByygd ©dive at Barnabys irofders Rad., Fordhamin
September1939 Barnabys was the residence of AlfrBdirgoyneand
KateBurgoyne nee Keppeklfred born in 1860 was a retired miller. His
wife Kate born in 1879 did household duties i.e. housewife. They had
been married in Lewisham in 26. Alfred died in 1946n Colhester.

When Millicent came to visiBarnabysit was alreadyvacant. Initially
Fordham appeared unalteretd her. There was nomuch evidence of

war except a gatéring of local LDVs. She noticdx scarletgeraniums
10



blooming at the general store as thdyad always bloomed. Fordham
lookedthe same as when she was four years old.

Barnabys, Ponders Road in t

aAft A0Sy dQa LI NByGa .SyealkYAyYy tI NI
born in Fordham, Millicent was born in Stanwaklhere are many
Partridges inthe village andhe Arnolds onher maternal sideare well
represented both families havdong connectios with Fordham.

With time spent here and in ClactoMlillicent would cycletwenty two

miles between her home in Wellesley Ro@thcton and Fordham on a
regular basis(her huskand William Fairhall remainedn Clacton)
Millicent recordedin her diaryhow the war affected her home back in

/| 1002y YR (KS WySgQ K2YS Ay C2NJF

This HewQhome was really theold home of her father Benjamin
Partridge and hisparents Alderman Partridgd 8391911 and Edith
Partridge18431922 nee Partridge (they were cousins hence the same
surname!)

11



Millicentds grandmot her
Barnabys before 1922. FLHS Archive.

Edith and Aldermarhad bst a son Charles Wallace Partridge in WW1

and he is remembered on our war memori8ltothers Benjamin and
Charles Wallace Partridgg SNBE 2dzaid (62 2F 9RA
seventeenchildren. Our WW1 casualtyCharles Wallace Partridgeas

married to Sarah Letd Braybrooke and they had threshildren Edith,

Evelyn and Charles. Private Partridge served with the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps. Ironically Charles diedthe 9" December 1918rom
influenzain Frane after the Armistice; he as thirty.

Barnabys hie bungalow no longer stands, but a house has been built on
the site and retains the nameMillicent writes a beautiful description of
the little cottagegardenand its surroundings:

6Bar nably 3he Darcy Spice apple has gone but a | arge
walnut tree has taken its place. There is still a harvest

apple and a number of new greengages now flourish there.

Sanitary arrangements still primitive ( an outside privy) but
water comes from a tap ins tead of the old pump.

The Darcy Spice Applinat Millicent mentions was dessert applence
F2dzyR Ay (GKS 3AINRBdzyRa 2F GKS 1 ff

oigh Y F & a2t R | 42 deNJF @RIRIBK It W LILNIY OIQONF
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which isjust off Moat Roadwe have manyarieties of ancient fruits
including a Darcy Spice variety.

As time went onMillicent saw many changes terms of military activity
as she approached Fordham.

6The countryside showed signs of defence activity. Sandbags
and sentries everywhere, concrete b lock houses are being
erected, barbed wire and sentries guarding bridges. Those

guarding the entries to the village wear tin  hats and never
move without gas ma  rks; but by now everyone carries them. 6

But from fer diary entries youstill get a sense of fondness too for the
home d her fatherand grandparents ifFordham. Millicent writes

@he view from the bungalow over the fields still delights
me just as it did when | w as a child. Fordham still looks
caBma nd peaceful in the evening sun.

The fields at Fordham W.Shepherd

Sources of Information
Page6, 10, 12 www.Findmypast.co.uk/192tensus

Pages, 9 History of the County dEssex Volume 10, Lexden Hundred
Pages, 1Q 12,13- Diary of Millicent Fairhall 1940

13



CHAPTERS3
The 1939 Register

6The 2 ™ of September the last day of peace, | biked down to

the seafront to have a o6think6 and to see
There was unusually heavy air activity. Several RAF

squadrons closely following one another crossed the

coastline and out towards the open sea. That w as all T but

it seemed omMRkous. d

On September 1st, 1939 Germany invaded Poland, putting the wheels in
motion for Britain to declare war on the 3rd September 1939.

Using the 1939 prevar register we know approximatelijow many
people were living in Fordham. In DecembeB83he government had
announcedhat in the event of war, a National Register would be taken.
This register, seen as a critical tool to heloordinate the war effort,
would list details of every ciidn in Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

The National Registration Act received royal assent on the 5th
September and Registrar General Sir Sylvanus Vivian announced that
National Registration Day would bthe 29th of September. Té
enumerators issued fons to forty-one million people. Thecompleted
forms would be used to issue identity cards, organise rationing and
more. The key details of eme civilian- name, date of birth, address,
occupation, would be registered;no place of birthwas requested.
Identity cards were issued on the spot. Members of the armed forces
were not recordedunless they were on leave). People were recorded as
a household member. Some are classified as members of an institution
and you will find these letters against their name:

O ¢ Officer; \* Visitor; & Servant; R, Patient; |- Inmate

The 1939 register does not show recordspebple who were younger
than one hundredyears old, or those who have died after 1991. These

14



persons are shown by the redactedblacked out sectiop These are
officially closed because of data protection. However, Ancestry and Find
My Past have a system where they scan the records periodically opening
up the records of individuals as their daté birth becomes longer than
one hundredyearsaga

Asa researcher one can only speculate that thesdactedentriesare
children of the families recorded above and therefore more research is
required to confirm this speculationThe researcher will need to
remember that some children hadlreadybeen evacated; thus they
may not be recaded livingwith their own families

My mother was evacuated to Sussex with her two younger brothers at
the start of the war. However, there is an error on her 1939 listing, the
brother who had passed away and should haverbsbown was not
recordedand the brother who was alive was shown, errors do happen
andinformationis alwayswvorth checking.

The essential identity cards were used up to 1952 when legal
requirement to carry thenceased. Up till then every civilian on texst

by an official, had to present theidentity card. They were given forty
eighthours to show them at a police station. The cards of children were
looked after by their parents. It was essential that the population was
tracked during the war years aridcludedbabies that were born and
those who died.

Original Identity Card of Gt. Grandfather J.E. Shepherd.
W.Shepherd 15



The 1939 Register therefore represedtene of the most important 20
century documents in Britain. The information helped the war effort and
was later used in the founding of the National Heal8ervice.lt was
used to help identify those for conscription and how the labour force
could be directed. There needed to be a way of monitoring and
controlling the movement of the population because of military
mobilisation and mass evacuation

As a researcher, | find the 1939 Register extremely usdfalve access
to the records of fortyone million people in England and Waléaving
the full date of birth i.e. theday, month and year is venyeneficial
although I have come acrossers.

The redacted sections are frustrating, but with the use agher
documents like the 1921 census and websites BkD where you are
FofS (2 dza S (eKSametochekkSimhil fiom YI124 yRu
cangenerally work out who these redacted recorcisuld be. The GRO
websitefor birth and death indexes also veryusefulas maiden names
of mothersare recorded from 183@n birth indexes and free to access.

The evacuation possibility ight also stop you finding thehildren
belonging to your ancester Fortunately for mé knewthe placesvhere
my mother had been evacuatedreas where evacuees were sent were
called Reception Areas, the areas are listed beldlne whole of the
following counties and areas were designated Reception Areas:

1 Bedfordshire

1 Berkshire

=

Buckinghamshire

=

Cambridgeshire

1 Cumberland
16
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f

Dorset
Herefordshire
Huntingdonshire
Northamptonshire
Oxfordshire
Rutland
Shropshire
Suffolk

Sussex
Westmorland
Wiltshire

Isle of Wight

Isle of Ely

Soke of Peterborough

Holland and Kesteven divisionslafcolnshire

There were also many seasonal workers living aimay939 so if you
cannot find aworking member of your family itheir home area, try
looking elsewhere.

You may find that abovéhe names ofsome single women there is
another name and a da&, (usually in a different colour pgnThis is a
new married surname, which is a grdalp in theresearch you may be
undertaking.

17



Military personnel were recorded elsewhere as this would have been
very sensitive information to publicise.

A vital featue of the social history of the time is seeing thecupations

that your family were involved in during 9B9. Gone are many
occupations thaare no2 y 3SNJ WAy T adkdnged. Qutfora G A
women there were more opportunities.

The instruction colmn on the far right of thel939 document is a
valuable source of information showing mawMW?2 civil defence roles
for men and women.

It is also worthnoting that the 1931 census was destroy@da fire, not

the result of amir raid Thel941 censuslid not take placdecause we
were at war. herefore, the 1939 Register bridges a census gap that
risked losing arentire generation on record. It is the only surviving
overview of the civil population of England and Wales covering the
period of 19211951. The 1939 Register is a valuable resource in
understanding 20th century Britain.

Sources of Information

Pages 140 18- www.Findmypast.co.uk/searetvorld-records/1939
register

Pages 16 to 18 www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/helpith-your-
research/researciyuides/1939register
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CHAPTERA4

Farming the Land

O6How qui et! W hat a stretch of fields as | stood at th e gates
and looked over them . | realised they look just the same as

in 1900. No new house or building has been added to the wide

landscape, although a tractor is at work somewhere and the

sound of it tells m e that the century has moved WBRFO

In 1939, tle range of occupations was more extensive and diverse. The
register for Fordham showed mojeb opportunities for women. There
were still manyjobs that had links to the land anthere were some
traditional craftsthat had beenmore common in the 19 century.
However, it was agricultural workthat was still the main source of
employmentin Fordham.

Occupatiors had changed considerably since the WW21 Fordham
publicationC2 NRKI YQa CAYS&a(3> dedjgd S8NMIJA vy 3
that edition). As Bitain moved with the times of the 20 century, there

were fewer farm workers; gone are many of the brick makers,
blacksmiths and wheelwrights. There wewmdso fewer women in
domestic serviceAll the recorded occupationsfor Fordhamfrom the

1939 registecan befound at the back of the book in Chapter.25

The breakdown of occupations shows that in Fordhan1939,there
were approximately:20 Farmers, 12Zarm/land workers, 11 clerical
workers, 23 in retail, 8 in education, 7 iitne medical profession, 25 in
domestic service, 8 idressmaking ortailoring, 185 housewives, 78 in
trade or manual work, 3 in religious occupations and 35 retired persons.

Dates of birth are written aside those who have been registered. These
dates can be inaccate, so need to be atked. Thalatesof birth from
the 1939 Register have been used in this chapter.
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It is very hard to imagine today, that our country could have faced
famine in WW2 with the continued onslaught of U boat attacks on
merchant vessis bringing vital imports tas. We imported 70% of our
food, but the dedication ofour hard working Land Army women
throughout the country would later match that amount which is a huge
achievement. But it was not onfipod being imported, we werelso
losingraw materials sah as tmber for the war effort and thigproblem
wasto beaddressed by thevork of theTimber Corps (Chapter 16

Without the contribution of Fordham farmers and their workers, male
and female, our country would have been in difficultiésseries of
rousing spechesby R. S. Hudson, Minister of Agriculture in 194dut
the need for volunteers to help feed the natigalvanized the country.

Many <hool childrenand adultsmade a major contribution to the food
production driveby joining harvest camp#ibsencedrom school were
common in a rural school like FordhanmheTschool log boolkrecords
pupils of Fordham Schoobeing excused from schooto help with
harvest even before the onset of war.

The War Agriculture Executive Committee

In the first and the second world wars therg
was a goverment backed organisation W ¢ K
War  Agriculture  Executive  Committel,
02! 9/Iis dfurpose was to increase®
agricultural poduction. In WW2, the WAE( I
had been reformed, but they had more *= Journals of =
expansive powers over farers and WART]ME COLCHESTER
landownerstargeting about 300,000 farms i ey CATHERINE PEARSONRS
the country. E.J. Rudsdalewho was the [Ef 222

curator of Colchester Museurkept a diary |
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of Wartime Colchestefgjives a good accounf some of the work of the
WAEGn EssexEric Rudsdalevas an ARRvardenat Colchester Castle
and as a pacifist, the war never sat well with him, but he was unable to
avoid what went on in Colchester, a military towdis health was not
good and when eventually called up, he was foundbe unfit for
service. His diary shes his anxieties and fears aad a social record of
the time, itis fascinatingSadly he died in 1951 agj®orty-one.

The WAE®ad great power within the farming communities.was not
always popularMany women famers felt that their hearings were
unfair. Smallerfarms were swallowed up and some of these had been
bought by exservicemenfrom WW?1for a fresh start. Some farms that
had been in families for generations were taken over. It was too much
for some olderfarmers who symbolised old fashioned, small farmer
attitudes.

DanielMcKeracherof EwellHallFarm in Kelvedon had threatened to Kill
himself if his farm was taken ovavhen WAE went tomake a record

of the condition of the farm, Mr Moitracherhad lgt a chalk written
message in the garage sayin@, 2dz ¢Aff FAYR YS Ay
he had takerhis ownlife; he was only sixtive.

Ewell Farm Kelvedon 1902 Robert Edwards
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Daniel McKerracheris recorded on the 1939 register withishwife
Catherine McKerracher nee Maule whom he married in Scotland in
1907.The couple were still living in Scotland in 1921, but had moved to
Kelvedon by 1939.

5 yASt YR /FTGKSNAYySQa FIYAfASa
Daniel was one of manyc&tish farmers who came down soutnd
settled in Essex

Mr McKerracherwas not the only farmer to takhisown life in trying to
hold on to his farm. There is an interestipgper‘Peath of a farmer: the
fortunes of warand the strange case of Ray Wald@rhis paper aimi
demonstrate and evaluate thextreme measures facing the farming
community during WorldWar Two and the relations gfower within
agricultural communities.

It was not justftarmlandfor food productionthat was equired;airfields
were alsonecessaryRudsdale had asit from the Air Ministryin July
1942 Enough land forHree airfields in the area wouldbe required,
about 1500 acres of arable lanfdbr three airfields at LanghamWoods
(Boxted) Wormingfad and Birch.

Rudsdale makes an ironic comment that the 1500 acegsiredfor the
aerodromes was just the amount of extra grasslahdt had been
ploughed up in the summéor food production;so they wereback to
squareone looking fomore land whichwould support the people

Kings Farnmin Fordham was one of those farntargeted; neighbours
supported the farmersvith a protest.FLHS has been told that this was
the farmrun by the Playle sorSecil, Stanley and Arthwgldest son John
(Jack) was haker by trade.

Y Ay 3 Q delokedNdiirs Playle, this would be Jane Playle who was
now a widow, husband George had died in 198Be youngest Playle,
mentioned in aRudsdalaliary excerptwas Arthur who would have been
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twenty-nine. The manner in whicthe was dealt with appears rather
boorish.

Thursday 27 March 1942 W conference was held in the office to
consider a protest from the neighbours against our taking of Kings Farm,
from old Mrs Playle].C.Leslie Executive Officer of Essex War Agreultur
Committee, attendedCaptain @Garles RoundChairman of Lexden and
Winstree District EWAR (Essex War Agriculture Committeg)esided.
YaungQPlayle was there and wagiven athorough dressing dowiby
Leslie and was told possessbi¥ Y A Y @duld rot®é rilquishedd

The resentment of farmers towasdthe EWA is evident in this
disturbingdiary entryin December 1944Rudslale writes that:

Whilstwaiting for the Colchester traith startedchatting toa very pretty
gilwho saidshewas N2 Y Cf SGOKSNIR& CI NY C2NJ
withtheR ! / | YR &KS f MyfaeSaRits foyyBu chabsh R
GAGK | 3Fdzy HQ

In an article fom the Ministry of Agriculturethe officialrationale taken
by government wa recorded asuch:

Wne farmer may be called upon to plough up most of his farm or
revolutionize his wholmethod of farming, with possible loss to himself,
whilst his neighbourrgaged in mixearable farming continues

relatively undisturbed with increased profits. These are the fortahes

6 NE 6KAOK AU0Qa RAFFAGDA G FYyR 27F0S

This list belowecords the farmers and tenant farmsefrom the 1939
register. Also isted arethose who worked on the landpany of these
men were later conscripted or had didiefence roles. fis list may help
those researchingtheir Fordham family history. The womeland
workers are listed iithapter162 y (G KS 22YSyQa [ yR !
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FordhamFarms and~armers

Archendines Frederick C. Doe, farmer and agricultural contractor
Frederick was born iMount Buresin 1900and came to live in Fordham
after his marriage in 1928 thily Munson. Frederick lived at 81 House
FarmMount Bureswith parents, sister and three brothers then moved
to Archendines where he farmed. Frederick was on the Parish Council
and a member of the Invasion Committee.

AXVENTING
DOES FARM. ORDHAM

Fred Doe ploughing at Archendines FLHS

Brookfield. Enma K Mills born on the 13" May 1872 was apoultry
farmer. In 1939 she waliving with her daughter Lilian at Brookfield on
the Halstead Road.Emmadied in 1944 and is burieth All Saints
Church.

Fletchers Farm.John Parson adairy farmer John born in 1875 in
Ayrshirewas living at Fletchers Faiin 1939with his wife Liliagaterson

nee Woodburnwho was also from Scotland. Their thrdaughters living

with them in 1921 wereall born in Ardleigh.Between 1911 and 1921
Johnmoved from The Blue Barns FarmNRf SA3IK G2 , Cft S
Fordham.ltia f A{Ste& AdG ¢la 2yS 2F t+ GSN
Rudsdale at Colchester Station (p&#e
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Before WWL Johnhad served with the Ayrshire Yeomanry for seven
years and when he moved south to Ardlelghattested at Colchester in

1907, where heservedwith the Essex Yeomanrkie spent time serving

in South AfricaOn his early service record it states he was a farmer on

his own account. John died in 194hd is buried with Lilias at the

| 2dzyiSaa 2F | dzyiAy3aR2yQa / 2YySEAZ2y

Fordham Hill. LewisGeorge Gunary was rmarket farmer The Gunary
family have strong links withordham as landowneend farmers

Fordham Hall. FLHS Archive.

Havingrecently researched_ewis and his brother Donald, vieund an
Ancestry tree and contacted thewner for more information about the
Gunarys.

This photograph of Borough
Market, Southwarkprovided bythe
Kayfamily showsthe Gunan@ fruit

and vegetablestall. Samuel Gunary

born in 1849 was a Market
Gardener{ S@SNI t 2F {IY
including George, father of Lweis

and Donald followed in his
footstepsand had connections with
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agriculture 2 A 0 K { I YdzS¢ Ddzy I NE Q& VyIYS 2
photograph, you can see members of the family selling their fruit and
vegetablesWe have been told that at the end of marketydahe nuns

would often come to take the leftover food for the poor.

Information from family member Andrea Kay states that the family
appeared to start inthe lliford Chadwell Heath arespreading out to
Dagenham gart of what was the Foraar site) Rainhen, Wennington

North Ockendon Lewis and Donald endegb in Fordham.

Father George and brothers Cyril and Donald all farmeas be found
together on the 1921 census living at Primrose Farm, Barley Lane, Great
[Iford, there werealso twosisters Winifredand Olive.

In 1939, Lewis is living with his wife Ma
Selina Gunary nee Killingback at Fordh
Hall. They were married in 1929 at Great
lIford St. ClementLewis died in 1983 and
his wife Maud Selinan 2000, they are &
buried in All Saints Churchyard.

- . DIED 22N0 APRIL 1983
¥ AGED 78 oy
- MAUD SELINA GUNARY » 3
13 DIED 3is7 MARCH 2000
AGED 95
FREDERICK GEORGE
THEOBALD
DIED 235k0 AUGUST 2000
AGED 81

Their gravestone is situated very close &8
the gate that leads straight onto Fordhar{s
Hall, their former residence.

This drawing by their nephew
George shows the hall on the
left and the church in the
background. If you were to
walk through the gate hat
you can see in the picture you
would find their gravestone
just on the left.

4 ‘l/ Tordtom Hall and Chored
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Moat Farm House. FLHS Archive

Moat Farm House. Donald Gungy farmer and market gardenewas
born on the 19" April 1901 and brother to Levé Gunary of Fordham
Hall.Donald a market gardenemarried Mary Walker Gloag Wilsomho
was bornon the24™ October1901 inScotland

On the 16th December 1924hey were married atGreat liford St.
Clement Essex. They moved to Famh after 1931. fiey can be found
on the 1939 register living at Moat Farm Fordham.

Mary became a parish councillor in 1955 and was very actieimole
Donald was also a parish councillor during his time at Fordtaany
was the author of a booklet about the villagelled The Story of
Fordham.Shedied in Saxlingham Nethergakursing Home iNorfolk in
1984.

Descendants of Fordham folk often contact our FuBsite and supply
us withfascinating information, documents and photographs relating to
our village histoy. The beautiful illustration of MoaFarm Hous®n the
previous page and the onigelow are an example of our good fortune.
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These were sent to us by Carole Child, daughter of Colin Bonner who has
links to Rams FarnThese illustrations made into Christmeards were
drawn by George James Gunary, the son of @baatl Mary Gunary

and sent to their farming neighbours Harry Boninethe late 1940s and

in the 1950s.The drawingsbeautifully capture some of ourFordham
buildings.

Seeing these illustrations rénded me of the drawings in MarMay)
Ddzy I NE Q& 0 2 2 printadyh 1852, INR & lappears thaher
book illustrationsvere drawn by her son George.

The view of the back of Moat Hall. FLHS Archive

Fordham Place John Kedar was another Scot from a farming
backgroumd who lived in Fordhanin 1939. Hs home was Fordham
Place, right on the boundary of Fordham and West Bergholt.

Son of Andrew Kedar and Flora Kedar nee Grieg, John was born in
Netherfield Dyke in the parish of Avondale in 1901. John married Agnes
Hamilton Letham in 1927 at Gaallen FarmHamilton; her home in
Scotland.
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John Kedar and Fordham Place FLHS Archive

John gives his home address as FardiPlace, so he hadready moved
down to Fordham.

Houds Farm (belowlrederick Harry Blakeas adairy farmer. Origindy
belonging to Little Fordham &hor, Houds &m when owned by Robert
Spark, hada history connected to theCalvinistic Methodists as a
meeting place. Robert Spark and others then established the chapel,
manse and burial ground which stand on the corner of Plummers Road.
The schoolhouse was addeddat
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Frederick Harry Blake was born in on thé"September in899, one of

twelve children of George Blake and Agndak® nee Fairweather. His

father George farmed Magazine Farm in Lexden. Frederick married
Lilian Mercy Saxby Carter in 1926hd had three sons. Tragically
Frederick took hiown life in 1941, he was just forpvo® CNB RS NA C
wife Lilian died in 1998, she was ninefiyur.

Houds Farm. FLHS Archive

Rams Farn(below) Harry Bonnemwas awell-respectedmember of the
village he ispicturedbelowas a young man with his familyde was the
son of AlfredJoseph Bonneand Emma Rtten, Harrywasborn in 1888
in Kelvedon.

FORDHAW,
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Harry married Eleanor Leedoim 1919at All Saints Church Witham
Harry saw active service between 1914 and 1918, tmats bady

wounded

Family Photographs. Permission of Carole Child

I I NNE Q aAlfredNEerbdttBaddivingt & w lam@nil92G FIHS

has been unable to locatdarryin 1921.Harry and Elesh NX2a azy |/
was born in 1923they are living at Rams ih926and his brother Alfred

has moved on elsewherédarry had been a seed grower prior to WW1

and resumed in 191%ewas a member othe parish council and one of

the school managers at All Sairighool.Harry was well known in
farming circles and although he had been in poor health in his last two
years of life; he continughis busimess. Harry died in 1945 aged fifty

seven;he is buried at Kelvedon Cemetery.
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MossFam. In 1939 here was no farmer living at Moss Farm. Tie21
census shows three ploughmeat the property. It states they woeki

for Mr Howes of Sutton Farm. Nearly twenty years later William
Brunning and his wife are living at Moss Farm; William @&ra fabourer
doing heavy work.

Suttons Farm George R. Hartig farmer. In both the 1911 and 1921
censugs it records that George Robert Harris was born in the U.S.A.
Having married Dora Jessie Elmer in 1908, the couplettaidfirst of
sevenchildren Nora are living in Bxted and continue to live there at

least to 1931.By 1939 George and his family includgigichildren are

living at SuttonsGeorge is recorded as a timber cariar1921, but a

farmer in 1939 with two sons working on the farm asractor driver

and another as a cowmarGeorg®a (62 R ozbidédSadla | |
tailors.

Suttons Farm FLHS Archive

Hammonds FarmFordham/Mount Bures. We have included Fred
Bradshaw here who farmed at Hammonds on the edge of Fordinam
1939. He later moved to Fletchers Farm and his last home was Brierside
in Plummers Road. Fred married Dora Elizabeth Hayhuts246; they

were both from Lancashire and moved downtte area in 1937. Fred

was a membe of the Rarish Council. Th8radfhiaw family have had a

long farming association with Fordham right up R & { K NR dz3 K
children andgrandchildren.
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Hammonds Farm. M.Boyle Collection

After 1945 Hammonds Farm became the home of tRéodes family
who were also from Lancashire. Jonas Rhodes and his &ifeabeth
worked on the land and brought up their young filgn One of their
children, Marleng, was born in 1944. Marlene is such an interesting
character Shehas been a very active member of FLHS and the village
community, helpingus with her knowledgeof Fordham village and its
people. Chapters of this book havecluded many snippets of
information that Marlene has given FLHS. Recent research has revealed
that before coming to Fotttam, her father Jonas was h Company, 5
County of Lancaster (Prest@ounty)of the Home Guard.

Jonas Rhodes with daughter Marlene and Ernie Lees. 33
M. Boyle Collection



Wash Farm Alexander Watt was alairy farmer HLHS has very little
information about Alexander Watt and his wife Ella, apart from vhat
have from the 1939 Registerhare it states Alexander was born in 1899
and Ek in 1908 As previously mentioned there is no place of birth given
on the 1939 register, but if you are going to guess, perhaps Alexander
Watt might be another Scottish resident of FordhawWwe do have a
newspapercutting about a fire at the farm in 1935h&n Alexander was
severely burned trying to rescue his stock.

Fordham Farm Workers
This next sectiors a list of the farm workers in Fordham1939
Hemps Green

Rdbert Holmes Nuttall 6.6.1911 Hemps Greengeneral farm labourer
Robert was born in Laashire and was married to Constance Seed
whom he married irLancashire in 193The 193%egistersuggests they

had two children. The Nuttalls leave Essex at some time and later reside
in Nottinghamshire. It is possible that Robert was a seasonal farm
worker.

Cyril  Arthur Pilgrim 26.9.1908 Valley
Cottageshorseman on farmCyril washorn
in Castle HedingharrHe married Dorothy

52NRUOKe QA TIFEYATL @
Northamptonshire, her father was Kkilled i
WW1 when sle was just threeyears old.
Cyril servedwith the Aldham Fire Servic
(hapter10.)

Charles AlbertPeacheyl12.5.1906. Chappel
Road, heavy wotk agricultural labourer
Charles was maed to Margaret Lucy
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Crawford;they married at All Saints Churah 1932. He later lived at,5
Sunnyside Fordham, but was living on Chappel Road in 1939. Records
show that a Charles Albert Peachey served\iVl with the Essex
Regimentbverseashe enlisted in 1915 and was discharged in 1@iif

a silver wound badg€in photo page 42

William David Brunning 24.11.1894.Moss Farm, heavy workiarm
labourer. William served in WW1 starting with the Essex Regiment, but
wastransferred to other regiments during WW1. William was married to
Ellen Jane Wrighon the 3 Febrwuary 1914; this is all confirmed by
2AffAlFYQa &ASNIBAOS NBO2NR 2y ! yo0OSa
Mistley whereWilliam is a groom/gardener for Mr G Webd farmer.

The couple remain there at least until 1931, but are in Fordham by 1939.

Hermit Edward Lyons11.12.1906 Sutton Cottageshorseman on farm

We thought his nameavas a typing error but it is ndderman, but Hermit

as shown on other documentble marriededith Stockén 1925. Hermit

was from StratfordSt. AndrewSuffolkand kept his mothe& Y I A RS
name as his surname. His childrétbert (below) Kathleen and two
others are living at the residence 1939.

Albert Elward MauriceLyons 27.6.1925 Sutton Cottagesfarm worker.
In 1947 Albert married Joyce CollingfRochford Essex.

The fdlowingsix farm workersvere not from FordhamThey wee likely
to be seasonal workers.

Edward McAlindonl8.5.1884 Moat Barn Plummers Road (Moat Road),
agricultural labourer

Frederick Hankg7.5.1904 Moat Barn Plummers Road (Moat Road),
agriculturallabourer.

Thomas Rya6.3.1883.Moat Barn Plummers Road (Moat Road)
agricultural labourer
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JohnRiley25.12.1875Moat Barn Plummers Road (Moat Road)
agricultural labourer

William Price5.9.1874 Moat Barn Plummers Road (Moat Road)
agricultural labouer.

Fordham Farm Workers
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Daniel Finch 8.3.1888. Moat Barn Plummers Road (Moat Road)
agricultural labourer, former coal mineKnown asTaffy, Daniel can be
seenphotograpls 2 N) Ay3 gAGK GKS [FYyR | NY
Farm.When Daniel died in 1944he village organised his funeral as he

had no family connections in Fordham.

MR. DANIEL FINCIIL.

We regret {o report the death and
Suneral” of much respected Daniel
Finch, agedfif(y-four years. Mr. Finch,
more widely known as * Tuffy,” lind
led a rover's Jifo after many years of
mwilitary service. Aboul six ycars ngo
be cntered the employment of Messys.
Guoary and Sons, and has proved his
merit as 'a worker and socinl comrade ;
he always had a ready smile and a
kindly word for every child.

So well had he crealed o good oy
Ppression that his comradex (hoth men
and women) collected to give him an
> nourable funcral, which took place in

ordham Parish Churchyard on Satur-

under Roman Catholic «ifual.

was wren
tributes from hﬁow \\'or'k.; ".lml floral

William F Claydon19.11.1896 Plummers Road~armlabourer.

Charles Sim&2.4.1879Plummers Road, Farm labour&mily, one of
his daughtergoined the AT$see chapter 1p His son Frank arfidamily
were evacuated fronondon to Fordhanfsee @apter 17.

Albert Bailey21.10.1885Plummers Cottagesruit farm worker.
George Howel4.4.1885Plummers Cottagesgricultural labourer

Arthur W. Bird 30.12.1865HomesteadPlummers Road, casual farm
worker.

Walter Sparke#.12.1884 RenestanPlummers Road, fruit farm worker.
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Ponders Road
Isaac Woowevard 26.2.1887 .10, Ponders Cottage$arm labourer

Victor Woodward17.6.192410,Ponders Cottage poultry farm
worker.

James WWhite 13.9.186212, Ponders Cottagesafm labourer
Arthur Woodward 13.3.1870Rose Cottagdand worker.
William Woodward26.2.188710, Ponders Cottages, land worker

Cecil ArthurBeard26.4.1917 3, Ponders Cottage<€ecil is one of our
Home Guard mefChapter 8.

Charles Beard 0.3.18649, Ponders Cottage, farm labourer

Norman HarryBeard11.8.19189, Ponders Cottage, cowman and
labourer.

Leslie Beard0.7.19239 Ponders Cottage, farm labourer

Cecil rtie Playle 20.3.19063 Ponders Road, farm manager and post
officework. Member ofHome GuardChapter 8.

Arthur William Playle8.4.1912 Post OfficePorders Road, horseman on
farm. Arthur was a member ofldham Fire Servigg€hapter 10.

George Wrigh25.121866.1, Ponders Cottages, retired farm labourer
Moat Road

Stanley Can27.4.19124 Alexandra Cottages, agricultural labourer.
Stanley was in the Home Gugichapter 8)
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Ernie Cant with Land Army Girls. FLHS Archive

James Eest G. Can20.4.19154, Alexandra Cottagesgricultural
labourer.

George Henry Cant3.12.18575, Alexandra Gttages, farm labourer

Charles Cresswel29.8.1881.2, Alexandra Qttages, retired horseman
on farm

Quilters Green

David Taylorl8.3.1862Quilters Green, retired farm labourer

George Woodward 6.51911.Rose Cottage Quilters Green, horseman
on farm heavywork.

Augustus Bward Fox 28.2.1867.Quilters Green, farm labourer heavy
work.

William Bunton17.5.1873Quilters Greenstockman on farm
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Church Road

Sidney Bell15.7.1900.Three Horseshoeghreshing machineperator.
Sidney born in 1900 was son of the Three Horse Shoes Licensee Reginald
Bell and his wifélabel.

William CharlesDaveyM.M. 1.7.1870.Church Road, horseman heavy
work. William had served inWW1; he was an experienced military
member in theHome GuardChapter 8.

Charles Wliam Dawy 15.4.1909Church Road, farm labourér2 A f £ A I Y C
son).

Arthur Nice9.7.1887 Church Road, farm labourer
Thomas Southernwoo@7.10.1868Church Road, horseman on farm

Cecil PowelB.2.19D. Church Road, farm tractor driver
Arthur Chaplin22.11.1862Church Road, retired horsemgmeavywork.

Rowland MorrisWarren 24.11.1875.0ak HouseChurch Roadretired
farmer.

Ernest H. Batl15.9.18710ak CottagesChurch Roadgtired poultry.
Fosséts Lane
Charles Villiam Nunn21.3.1879Fossetts Lanegricultural labourer

Walter Ratcliffe 17.8.1880Fossetts lane, stockman on farm
Albert Walter Ratcliffe9.2.1906 Fossetts Lane&pwman

Arthur Ratcliffe 6.9.1912. Fossetts Lane, cowman and damnworker.

Arthur was also in the Home Guarch@pter 8.
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Frank Ratcliffer.8.1918 Fossetts Lane, land worker
Mitchell Ratcliffe4.4.1921 Fossetts Lanalairy lad

Sydney Chandle28.8.1923.Watercress Hallcowman and labourer.
Sydney went on to senas a navyating on HMS Valiant at Saler(gee
Chapter 23.

Shadrach Norfolk27.9.1871.Fossetts Lane, horseman and heavy farm
worker.

Mill Road

Henry Cope5.10.1899.Fordham Hall, foreman at Fordham Hall. Henry
was in the Home Guard.

Thomas Leeks.11.18®1. Mill Road, horseman onafm heavy work.
Thomas was in the Home Guard.

Eric Leekd3.6.1918(In photo page 4zand 267) Mill Road, horseman
on farm, heavy work. Eric was in the Home Guawith his father
Thomas

Donald Leeks3.11.1923 Mill Road, labarer on pultry farm (In photo
page 268.)

Edward George Cudmor20.4.1890.Mill Road, &rm labourer heavy
work.

Henry Green(ln photo page 4P 26.10.1882Mill Road, lorseman on
farm, heavy work(Sue Gree@d Tl 0 KSNJ [ F YR | N &

Stanley R .Gree(In phob page 4212.5.1909.Snowdens Cottages Mill
Road. ldrseman on farmheavy work Brother ofSue Greehand Army

Leslie GarlesCudmorel10.9.1909 Snowdens Cottage Mill Road, tractor
driver, heavy work
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Workers from Fordham Hall. FLHS Archive.

The photograph above shows FordhamHall farm workers pre WW_2
about 1938and was publishedin the FLHS Photo Albunit pictures
many of the men mentioned in this chapter.

It has been labelled Harry Green, Charlie Peachey, George Cudmore
Eric Leeks, Stan Green and Bill Long. The car at tteldsdongs to the
milkman Frederick Blake who took the photograph.

Wash Corner

Frederick William Austin23.8.1899 Wash Farm Cottages, horseman on
farm.

Douglas eonard Ridhardson14.4.1909 Glen IslaWash Farm Cottages,
cowman. Douglas wasmaember ofAldham Fire Servic&hapter 10.

George Cutting.3.1906.The BungalowFordham Placé/Vest Bergholt
Road,cowman
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Fordham HeatHFarms and~armers

Fiddlers Hill FarmGeorge Calleyfarmer was born in 1873 in Bricett
Suffolk wife Emily Partnewas from &bbing Essex.

Gaehouse FarmHoward James E. Bown was born in Somérs&éB77.
He wasunmarried and a partly retired farmerwho had farmed in
Somerset with his sister and unclin 1891 at the age of three, Howard
was living with his parents Samuel aAdnes Bown farming Highcroft
Farm in Frome. id father died in 1887age fortynine leaving his widow
and severchildren to care for as well as the farm.

GobysMathias Savillwas born in Hertfordshire othe 19" February
1891, he was a market gardener. eHmarried Ethel Firmirin 1917
daughter of John T. Firm{&) and sisterto John T. Firmig3), lieutenant

of our Home Guard. Matthias was in the Royal Navy Air Service in WW1
and transferred to the RAF Reserve in 1919.

Great Porters FarmJohn W. ChamieDairy Farmemwas born on the
22th April 1898 John served in thd-irst World Warwith the East
Lancashire Reginm. He was from Lanashire and married Jane
Bradshawn 1920. The family with their four children moved to Fordham
after 1930 and before 19382 Ky Q& a2y WIF YSa 41 a
Fordham.

Great Porters Farm. W.Shepherd
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Heathside Farm George Fredericksalmon 6.10.1877 was born in
Broomfield Essernd recorded as a farmer in 192@ Heathside He
was a former restauranteur and caterer. Georgmrried Sarah An
Coppen in 1908 in All Saints Church Fordham.

LG ¢ a { I, BubeiOCoppanlwhaaStNg farmer and héad
farmed Heathsideas sen on the 1901,1911 and 1921 censuses.
Daughter Sarah, George and their son go to live edthkide by 1921,
when George is unemployed.

Porters LanelLeonard A. JohnsoR0.10.1911is recorded as goultry
farmer on his own account. But we have no infation of where he
worked. He wadiving with Charles and Gertrude Morgan; Charles is a
stockman.

The OaksAlfred &Ames Turner22.1.1888was a small holder. He was
living at The Oaksn Wood Lanavith his wife Fannie, widower William
Howie and Arthur Carter who is recorded as helper on a small holding.

Heathfields Albert Elward Parmenter25.2.1901is recorded as druit
farmer and market gardendn 1939. Hewas living with his wife Evelyn
and children Robert and Johmlbert and Evelyn were married in
Copford. He was the son of Albert Charles Parmenter wuhdfarmed in
Langham andrdleigh and then lived at Fordhaneath.

In 1921 Albert Junior is assisting his fath&tbert Junioremigrated to
Canada in 1924 on SS Ausonia as shown on an Ancestry emigration
record. The documentonfirms thenamesand address of hiparents

living at Heathfieds.

On the immigration documentlbert lists his occupation as farmer and
his intention was to farm in Canada. Howeverbekt returns by 1929
and marrieEvelyn andtarts afamily.
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Half Moon Beer House pre 1911, Fordham Heath FLHS Archive

Half Moon Farm situated on the corner d Huxtables Lane and Spring
Lane.In 1939Walter Bunting6.4.1867and his brotherArthur Bunting
20.8.1862are recorded at the farm as retired farmers. The Half Moon
Farm and Beer House had been run by the Buntings since 1891 with
both brothers recorded as farers and beer house keepépmiblicanson

the census docuents 1891, 1901, 1911 and 1921.

Wheelers FarmWood Lane William Henry Burlandl16.7.1881was a
poultry and beekeeper. Research shows that William died in 1959 and
his last address was Chesmond, Brdeoad Great Tey. John Hazlitt
Burland was the administrator otihhe Probate document and this wa
2AfEALFYQAa 2f RSN ONRGKSNY 2AffAlY
Farm.

Further research showed that William was born in Dublin in 1881 and his
parents William Henry Burland and Jea@ie Marion Hazlittwere both
Irishand there was also an older sister Lizzie Madeleine. William was in
the Merchant Navy and in 1921 is visiting his widowed mother and his
sister in Willsden Middlesexde served in WW1 and ceived his
Mercantile Marine Medal and British War Medal.
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White HouseFarm Herbert Clifford Gray26.4.1883 mixed farming In
an interview with Jim Scarleth 2024 he recallsMr Gray grazing his
cows on Fordham Heath.

Salmong~arm JohnThomasFirmin (2) 24.8.1862Xarmer.

Sal monds Far m i &T. Firmia (4pbahind
the gate. Jim Scarlet on motorbikeJ.Scarlett.
Fordham Heath Farm Workers
William A.N. Jone27.91911 Choats Cottagesarm labourer

JamesHoneyball15.3.1880 Choats Cottagesieavy horseman on a
farm.

Laurie ArthurG. Curtisl7.12.1921Choats Cottageshorseman on fam.
Oliver Towns26.12.1899Choats Cottages, cowman on farm

Arthur Towns9.9.1892 Choats Cottagefiorseman on farm, Arthur was
also a member of the Home Guard.

Walter A. Mills30.1.1908Brick Stree cowman on farm.
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Albert Keeble26.9.1874 Brick Steet, horseman on farm and heavy
farmwork.

Bertha Keeble wife of Albert, outside her cottage on Brick Stree
J.Scarlett

Thomas Capel.10.1893Cooks Mill Cottage, cowman and general farm
labourer, heavy worker

Ernest Pilip Lappage5.9.1902 Porters Lane, hay tying and thatcher

Archibald V. Clark@2.9.1894 Porters Lane, brsemanheavy farm
work.

CharlesHenryThurlow 9.9.1929 Beehive Gttage, Porters Lane,
agriculturaltractor driver.

Donald Forres6.1.1914 West View Porters Lane, threshing machine
feeder.

Arthur Chaplin6.4.1861 Porters Lane, retiredgricultural labourer

Charles WilliamMorgan23.9.1867 Porters Lane, retired stockman

47



John E. BramwelR5.6.1891 Little PortersCottage Porters lane, farm
foreman heavy work

James Lappagé.1.1863.Fordham Heath although retired in 1939 had
beena hay and straw binder.

Cecil Claude Ernedtluxtable 31.8.1879.Fordham Heath, agricultural
labourer.

Allan Thomas Mullenger 20.7.1899. Fordham Heath, agricultural
labourer.

Wilfred Webber20.11.1921Heathfield Cottage, horticultural labourer

John Thoma Firmin(3) 14.4.1897Heath Cottages, assisting father as
horseman and general heavy farm woldohn was &ieutenant in Home
Guard

John ThomasFirmin (4) known as Jagk30.9.1920.Salmons Farm,
assisting gmadfather on farm with heavyork.

TheFirmind YR { I f Y2y Q& CI N¥Y

John (Jack) T. Firmin (4) with father John T. Firmin (3)
workingonhisSal mono6s FBrmiHom wi t
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Sal monés Farm
John T. Firmin (3) working on
J. Scarlet Collection.

Sources of Information

Page 20 Fordham School Log Book. Essex Record Office.
Pages 20 to 23E.J.Rudsdale Journals of Wartime Colchexi&n
Page B www.bahs.org.uk/AGHR/ARTICLES/56_204

Page 23\otes on agricultural policy for those directing the food production campaign
(Spring 1942), g.

Page 2 www.daily.jstor.org/skippingschal-for-harvestcamp
Page<6, 28Drawing permission of C.Child

Page 29his Barren Land 199Rat Lewis, p 22.
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CHAPTERS

Invasion Committee

6Alarm at 3.00 p.m. Drone of many plan es overhead, anti
aircraft fire and a loud bang. Heavy gunfire as raid
fin ished and later heard Germans attackMBAg convoyo?@

There was a real fear that Germany would invade Brifliis threat had

been secretly discussed by government since October 1939, but it was

not until defeat in the battle for France and subjugatiorLokembourg,
Belgiumand the Netherlandsthat invasion was treated as serious
possibility. Intelligence showed thalheé Germans had already prepared

an invasion plan which they name@peration Sea Lion Winston

Churchill became Prime Ministeron®@al & wmd¢pnn | yR W¢KS
DNBIFG . NRGFEAYQ ¢l & RAaOdzaaSR |G yA
the first three weeks of his premiership.

The government, stronglgncouraged by Churchill, responded with a
largescale militaryand civilian mobilisan. TheHome Defence
Exective (H.D.E.) was formed on 0 May 1940 undeGeneral Sir
Edmund Ironside Commandein-chiefHome Forcesto organise the
defence of Britain from invasion which began with settipgthe Home
Guard(initially called Local Defence VolunteensLDV) which was an
armed citizen militiaaised to support thdritish Army

Regional Commissioners established Defence/lnvasion nittees

which brought together civilian expertise designed to ensure that
contingency plans were made and tested. Typically, the committees
were chaired by military officers who acted as the liaison between rural
parishes and central government. Memberstbé committee included

local council representatives, the police, the fire service, air raid
6 NRSyas GKS C22R 9ESOdziA@Ss | oAt
Service and the Home Guard.
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Prior to the formation of the Invasion Committee in dust 1941,
Fordham Parish Council was already discussing matters relating to war.
Members of the Parish Council then were: REV. Oddie, Rev. D.
Bateman, H. Bonner, H.A. Partridge, H.J. Cope, F.C. Doe and the clerk
Mrs E.L. Towle.

Items for Discussion teen from Fordham Parish Council Minutes 1940
Letter dated 15/8/1940from Lexden & Winstree RDC fiéhedepositing

of tins for the war effort;@#dll tins must be separateftom other waste

YR FflLUGGSYyYSR®Q

Letter dated 29/8/1940from Lexden & Winstree RDCabout W¢ KS

{ LIA G F A NdB it @adzyidRifed by the Parish Council to organise a
house to house collection.

Letter dated 29/8/1940 from The Essex War Agricultural Executive
Committee EWAEC)Lexden & Winstree Advisor@ommittee about
ownership of the allotmet land at Fordham Heath (still part of the
parish of Fordham at that time.) The clerk was instructed to reply
WRSOf AYyAy3d NBalLRyaroAtAde FT2N GKA
MOMpHPPQ

Letter dated 29/8/1940from the Essex County Village Food Produrctio
Committee enquired about surplus garden produce. The clerk
responded to Mr Gifford saying th&wing to the drought, there would

be no surplus produck Q

Meeting 6/9/1940. Communication from the Auxiliary Fire Service
Authorities asking for volunteerser Stirrup HandPump. Mr H.A.
Partridge (senior ARP warden) would make necessary arrangements.
Meeting 4/12/1940 A Letter from Dedham Parish Council re. Air Raid

/[ I adz £ GASad ¢ Kaydhe gdminitteddOR a/rapiyt BeNB R Q
sent that Wa e Y LJ icsaSdération | y R & dzLJLJ2 NIi A
Meeting January 1941Another letter and a noticeeceivedabout the

land at Fordham Heatlirom the Essex War Agricultural Executive
Committee The clerk wasagain instructed to reply with the same
answer Wi 2 RSOt AYS NBaLRYyaArAoAtAle Tz
NB LJdzZRA | § SR®Q
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Meeting 13/6/1941. A report was read regarding th¢ 5 A 3 F 2 NJ

campaign. This wdsom a conferencéneld atWrittle, the Essex Institute
of Agriculture.TheChairman of theeNAECwasalso thehead at Writtle

College

Your own vegetables
all the year round ..

DIG Now

WW?2 Poster IWM Collection

Letter receivedre. Thecarrying of respiratorsThe council unanimously
agreed to comply with theequest.

52 Jim Scarlett and his siblings with their gasmask bags.
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A ketter wasreceived datedhe 6™ June 1941 from @al District Council
asking to consider a war weapons we&om 1940 and for every year

of the war, there was a national drive to get the nation to save their
money. There wer®pportunities to buy war bonds or put money into
other savings schemes. The money would then be spent on the war
effort by government. The focus changed each year and schemes were
kept local. A public meeting was organised to make the necessary
arrangemens.

Requisition of Land on Fordham Heath

The question of the requisition of land on Fordham Heath was an
interesting item for discussion for the Parish Council.

We know that land on the Heath was requisitioned for military use as we
have a map and letterdated 1942 and 194&bout a gun site

1
, Part of Fordhas Hes

;. [

* Date of Intttal Ocoupations
Late of Inspection:
Dato of dequisttion:

+ Oecupler: Clerk to the Fordhe

‘st View, Ford

F (Yor the poor

" Stewarde for the Lord of the
© (Solieitors), 25 iigh Street,

'.;...’&omm!.. b

Letter of Acquisitionof the Heath FLHS Archive
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We also haveeye witness statemesst including an interview with Jim
Scarlett who as a boy, lived at Ashton House opposite the Heath. His
interview corroborates the guns onFordham Heathln a booklet by
9A3IKG ! aK DNBSy OFftfSR W.AGSaals
information about their experiences living near the guns. More about
the land requisition in the chapter call&@kefending the Countryside
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Formation of the Invasion Committee

The minutes of Parish Council meeting dated FridByABgust 1941
record that after a receiving correspondence fr@asex County Council
dated 23 July 1941 regarding the forion of an Invasion Committee;

it was deadiled unanimously to go ahead. A committee consisting of the
Local Home Guard Commander, The Village Food Organiser, The Senior
Air Raid Warden, The First Aid leader and all the members d?anish
Council with the local policefficer in an advisory capdg. The first
meeting of the Invasion Committee was arranged for Frittey 15"
Augist 1941. In the early days the Paristu@cil had suggested that the
Invasion Committee meet quarterly. These meetings became more
frequent as events intensified in thean

Here is information aboutthose who participated on the Invasion
Committee, some members lateesigned and others were added.

Rev. W. Oddie Chairman (later resigneyilliam Oddie wasivar of All
Saints Church for twentgne years from 1936 until is death in 1957.
William was from Lancashire and he was a cotton weaver. In 1921 he
was unemployed. We have no date of when he took holy orders. He was
married to Florence Ada Graham in 1925 and in 1939 William and
Florence are recorded as living at theckry in Plummers Road. The
rectory cellar was used as an air raid shelter and the building did suffer
some bomb damage. The railings were requisitioned by the government
for munitions. The Rectory was also a place of entemaént for
summer fetes. In Hhe wood at the Rectory, some escaped German
prisoners were recaptured.

55

The Rectory. FLHS Archive



The position of the Rectory is close to Wormingford Airfield. On the 6
JuneD. Day, a spectacular sight was seen from the Rectory. From dawn
the Airborne Liberating Forces cdube seen from the windows; the
planes covering the whole sky. The noise of Hierafts made the
windows shake!

Rev. D. Bateman was David| ¥
Bateman, he lived opposite | J
Reverend Oddie in the Manse &
iKS /| 2dzy G Saa 2l
Connexion Chapel. Born 1866 in
Cumberland, David is recorded as
Minister of Religion in 1939. He i

living at the Mansewith wife —
Catherine.A bootmaker by trade, The Manse FLHS Archive

David was heavily involved witt

the Salvation Army aseenon the 1891 and 1901 censuses. David was
minister at he chapel from 1931 until 1945. We believe that this
photograph is David Bateman and his wife Catherine.

Q)¢

Rowland Warrenhad been a farmer at Fordham Hall. (In 19Béwis
Gunary wasthe farmer at the Hall.)Rowland was born in 1875 in
PurleighnearMaldon and died in
1953; he is buried in Fordham.

In 1939 Rowland and his wife a
living at Oak House opposite th
church. He was married at Grea
[Iford church in 1912 to Eleano
Greenham. In 1900, Rowlahead

served with the Imperial
Yeomanry in South A€a for a
year in 1900 before applying for
discharge. Fordham Hall, Mill Road. FLHS Archive
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Harry Bonnerwho later resigned from the Parishothcil due to ill
health, lived at Rams Farmrordham. Harry was born in Kelvedon and
was well known in the farming community. He was partner in a seed
business at Witham with his brother Frank. Harry also served in WW1
and was badly wounded. Harry was active in the community, a member
of the Parish Guncil and a manager at Fordham Church School. Harry
lived at Rams Fan in 1939 with wife Eleanoson Cdéin and one other
person who is redacted. Hardyedin 1945 age fiftyseven

Frederick (Fred) Doe was another farming mal
F2ff26Ay 3 Aodtstefish Bredvas bk
Mount Bures in 1900. His father was a miller |
Windmill House in Mount Buresred was a farme
and agicultural contractor. Freanarried Lily Munson
in 1928. Fredand Lily werdiving at Archendines o
Chappel Road in 1934.ilyis recorded as annpaid
domestic and heavy workershe is also a poultr
worker. The photo is of FredDoe on the rightwith
Fred Bradshaw another farmerwho came to
Fordham.

Major Ambrose John Raynéialler was the officer in charge of Boxted
Company in the summer of 1941 when the platoon was organised into 4
companies. In 1943 Major Waller becan®®onpany Commander and
Lieutenant ColonelThis followed age limit restrictions which toakvay
experienced older officer® the war.Thus more changes were made to
Boxted Company which had been under Major Waller. In another
reorganisation, Bxted Company wadivided into threecompanies.

C Companyg Dedham under Major Watson
F Company Aldham under Major RA. Forrest M.C.
G Company West Bergholt under Major R.F.T. Foljambe
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For more insights into the many changes and reorganisations in the
Essex Home Gt read Peter Finck a  d¥W2admgn CourageoysThe
Story of Essex Home Gudid

Major Waller served in WW1 and was Captgin
in The Essex Regiment and part of tHe &
Conpany of Balloon. &n in Loughton Essex | :
and educated at Marlborough and Oxforfl / S 1 B
Universty. In 1912 he was with"2 Battalion

Essex Regiment and was on active serv
with them in 1914. He was wounded if |
October 1915. In 1916, Captain Waller was
posted to Balloon Company France where
he remained until 1918. There is an
interesting page olme about the Balloon

Companies of WWwell worth a read. Major Waller.
FLHS Archive

After WW1 Major Walleretired on account of his wounds. He was Hon.
Secretary of the Essex and Suffolk Hunt 19233 and a member of
Essex County Council for 1930, he became a Justice of doe.Rdée was

also Chairman of the River Stour Catchment Board since its inception in
1931. In 1938 he was made Deputy Lieutenant of the County of Essex in
recognition of his valuable public servidr.1939 Major Waller is living

at the Red House Boxted Withis wife Nina Joan du Boulay whom he
married on the Isle of Wight in 1918lajor Waller died in 1972Boxted
Essex.

P.C Sturgeonlater replaced by P.C. Finch to represent police as PC
Sturgeon hadbeen invalided out of the force.

H.A.Partridge ARP Saior Warden (Herbert Amld Partridge is featured
in Chapter9 onthe ARP

H.J.CopeHome GuardHernry James Cope is featured @hapter 8, the
Home Guard.
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J.T.FirminHome Guardlohn Thoras Firmin (3) alsfeatured inChapter
8, The Home Guard.

Mrs WW. BlairFishwas Hilary BlaiFish born in 1886 in Leamington
Warwickshire. She was First Aid Leader, but resigned. She is recorded as
a State Registed Nurse on the 1939 Registétilary would have been

an idealcandidate to be head of First Aid.

Mr W.W. Blair Fishwas Wallace Wilfred Blakish born in 1889 in
Finsbury Park London, an author, journalist and editor. He lived at Mill
House Fordham with his wife Hilary.

Mrs L. White First AidMrs Constace Lillian White nee Quarrdiked to

be knavn as Lillian. She was living at School House in 1939 with husband
Sidney and she is recordaed an ARP First Aider. But Mrs. L. White could
also besister, Alice White nee QuarrellSisters Constance and Alice
Quarrell married brothers Sidgeand Laurencé&Vhite. In the 3@ and

40a Al ¢l a 02YY2y LINF OGAOS G2 I RRI
initial, so Mrs L. White could be Mrs Laurence White. Lillian was already

a first aider. Her sister Alice later
became a schdateacher at All Saintg
School. h 1944 narried women vere
allowed to continue to teach.
However, in 1939, Alice living at Vallg
Cottages with husbandlaurence (seef
POW @apter 21) and recorded as
doing household duties, so she ma
have put herself foward for the
Invasion Committee aser husbad
wason war service.

School House. FLHS Archive

Mr Savillis Matthias G. Savib K2 f A PSR | 4 D2AMD&QA& =
Lane Fordhamwith his wife EthelHe is recorded as a market gardener
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Mr Tannof Aldham. Guy Tann lived at Grapes Fafidham where he
was a fruit farmer. Gy is also recorded as an ARP warden for Aldham
and a Billeting Officer. Living with him is his wife Eileen and children
John and Ruth. Guy resigned as food officer from Fordham Parish
Council on 15.8.1941.

Mr O.G.C. Judd\No information found.

Mrs D. Gunay is likely to be Mary Gunary whose role was that of Water
Steward, she lived at Moat Farm with her husband Donald Gunary in
1939. Both born in 1901, Donald is a farmer and market gardener.

Mrs Loganis Florence Janaee Scarsbrogkwife of Edward Logawas a
WVS representative. In 1939 Mr & Mrs Logan are living in North Hill
ColchesterFlorence had previously been married to William Briggs Seed
who died in 1914.

Mr E.M. Logan.Edvard Martin Logan born in Shropshire, married
Florence Seed in 1922 in Caend They had a daughter Jean born in
1926 in Wandsworth, she later lived at Ivy Cottage, Fordham.

Mr F. ClampinIn 1939, Frank Clampin (junior) lived at Stone Cottage
next door to the Shoulder of Mutton. Living with him was his wife Helen
with sons Dereland Raymond. Living at the same cottage but recorded
ASLI N GStfe IINB CNlIylQa 6AR2SR Y2
NEE@R YR CNlIylQ&a aaofAiy3da 9@+ I yR
odzAf G o0& CNIyl1Qa FlFOKSNJI CNIyl 2Af
memorial at the top of . :
Ponders Road. Frank junia
served in WW1 and there i
a chapter about his exploitg
Ay 2dz2NJ 22wm g
brother George was a
member of the Aldhen Fire |}
Service. (Seeh@pter 10)

7

Frank Clampin WW1 FLHS Archive
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ThomasR B. Towle wasappointed clerk to tke Invasion Committeghe

role was changed to sestary. Thomas Robert Burtoffowle had
previously been senior wardeim the village He lived at West View
Church Rad, Fordham with his wife Elle@atherineHoppingnee Hime,

(she later became clerk to the Parish Coung@ihgy weremarried at All
Saints Church in 193IThomas was a retired civil engineer at the
Municipal Branch of H.M. Land Registdgwas also recorded as an Air
Raid Warden on thd939 Regiter and his wife Ellerrecordedas First

Aid Personnel A.R.Riving with the couplén 1939F NE 9f f Sy Qa
from her first marriageto Henry Hopping who was killed in a cycling
accident in 192&ge thirtyone® ! G G KS (A S8eatl ther 1 KS A
children were five and six

Mr R.C. Goymemo information found.

L. Gunarywas later ceopted onto the committee. This is likely to be
Lewis Gunary who was a farmer at Fordham Hall in 1939. He was
married to Maud Selina Killingback. Boliorn in 1905, Lewis was
originally from Romford and Malfrom Braintree. They wefsuried at

All Saints Church in 1973 and 2000 respectively.

Men of the Invasion Committee were generally older with local
knowledge or were well known and respected in tt@nmunity. Or
such example is David Bateman. He wamba 1866 so would have
been sevetythree years old at the time of the outbreak of war. He had
been a Minister of Religion and was a member of the Invasion
Committee for Fordham.

In the event of theParish of Fordham being cut off from higher
authority, the Committee would assume full executive powers and had
the duty of putting into force any measures which they desmn
necessary to deal with the situation in-operation with, and giving
maximum supprt possible to, the Civil and Military Authorities.

Plans of these committees were keptsacretWar Book€although few
remain. Detailed inventore of anything useful were kept: vehicles,
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animals and basic tools, and lists were made of contact ddtailkey
personnel. Plans were made for a wide range of emergencies, including
improvised mortuaries and places to bury the debtructions to the

Invasion Committees stated: "...every citizen will regard it as his duty to
hinder and frustrate the enemgnd help our own forces by every means
GKFG Ay3aSydzade OFy RS@GAAS IyR 0O2YY:
The principal matters to be dealt with by the committee under invasion
conditions were:

1. Distribution of stocks of foods and, if necessary, imposition of
emergencyrationing

Provision of cooking facilities

Provision of emergency water supplies

Provision of emergency hospital facilities

Securing accommodation for those rendered homeless

Securing labour and equipment required for road repairs, trench
digging, filling n craters etc. and for the general helping of the
military authorities.

7. Distributing official news bulletins.

ook wN

Steps taken by the committee included the provision of food dumps and
field ovens, the identification of wells in the area to provide fresh water
a building available for the reception of caalties, houses identified
that could receive thehomeless, a list of tools thatould be made
available and the provision of official news bulletins at appointed
locations.

Committees were required to prasg their contingency plans to ensure
they would be effective. They would also carry out invasion scenarios to
test the effectiveness of their plans.

Here is a selection of the main points from minutes of the WW2 Invasion
Committee. The original minutes am@vailable to view at The Essex
Archive Chelmsford.
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First meeting of Invasion Committee
15" August 1941

Rev. Oddievas elected Chairman of the Invasion Committee.
J.T.Firmin(Home Guard) elected membef Invasion Committee.

Rev. D. Batemarfappointed as Food Officer) ReBateman informed
the committee of the arrangements he had made aedjng the safe
storage of the emergency foodtions.

Mrs White explained details arranged rfalealing with casualties in the
event of it (possibly referring toHammonds Bridge)eing found
impassable to evacuate them to the First Aid Post at Stanway.

Mr Herbert Partridgesenior ARP Warden reported the ARFr Raid
Precautionsprrangements.

Major Waller informed the committee of various matters concerning

the Home Guard and gave advicevarious points.

The committee discussed certain other proposals and considered that
0KS 6 NRSyQa LlRad akKz2dzZ R 0SS Lizi 2
and seconded and the clerk would write to the ARP Department of the
RDC and make an application thaethost be put on the phone stating

that this had strongly recommended by Major Waller.

The clerk also made an application to ARP Department of the(IRIDE
District Councilasking for a lecture on the conditions of modern war as
they affect civiliansThe lecture would be held in the Parish Room.

Mrs Whitewas given permission to obtain the names of volunteers to

assist in the manning of the mobile first aid unit and for these names to
be forwarded to the ARP Committee of the RDC as soon as possible.
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Thomas B. Towl@ppointed clerk to the committee. He had previously
been senior warden.

Meeting 5" December 1941
Letters dated 28/8/1941 and 9/10/1941 from the Chief Constable were
read out and confirmed.

Letters were read from ECC(Essex County Couh)cand the ARP
Department of the RDC and a memorandum from the Regional
Commissioner.

The chairman had reported the result of his enquiriespegrol for cars
engagel on Civil Defenceuties.

Mrs White also informed the committee that Miss A. Wrightas no
longer undertaking training for the mobile first aid unit.

Sergeant J.T. Firmiinformed the committee that he is the official
Military Representative for the village.

Rev. D. Batemaneported that supplies of emergency food had been
distributed a various points in the parish.

5" December 1941 It was decided to copt two people living at
Fordham Heath and these welr O.G.C. Juddf Brookside, andir M
Savll of GobysFordham Heath.

It was agreed that the committee meet quarterly.
Information from the letters above is not recorded. However, it does
state that the letters and memorandum referred to the ExerciSearch

and Duties of the Invasion Committee. These would be kept secret in the
War Books mentioned earlier.
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Meeting 13" February1942
The chairman and Sergeant J.T. Firmin had been to a conference held at
/] 2t OKSAGSNY 9@ARSyidte G(KS wS@d hREF
Gl & WEYLIEAFASRQ {SNEHSIYG CANXNAYOD
to the duties thatthe members andhe public would be expected to
carry out in case of Invasion.

After a discussion, Mrs Whitéirst Aid was asked to obtain names of
persons willing to undertake duties of a manual nature.

Members of the Fire Service were to &sked to see that all well were
clean and in good order. Senior Warden Mr Partridge was asked to bear
in mind the inspection of respirators andahthe public be instructed in
anti-gas measures anthose arrangementshould be made for a visit by
the gas van. Mr Partridge saitat the District Chief Warden had this
matter in hand and that arrangements would be made in due course.

The parish clerk reported that an official notice in the church and in the
post office was out of datevith people on them who had now resigned.
T.B. Towle was no longer Senior Warden and Mrs Blaishwas no
longer First Aid leader. He would contact the responsible Authorities to
get the lists updated.

The clerk had also written to the Regional Commissioner for particulars
of the slit trenches whichvould be expected to be dug when invasion
occurred and that a reply had been received that information would be
forwarded as soon as it was available.

*At the end of the 19 century there were approximately 27 wells as

located on Ordnance Survey Mapsrfr 1878¢ 1930. By 1920 many of
these tad been converted to hand pumps.
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Meeting 6" March 1942
A letter was received from RDC. rBre Parties. MessrsSavill and
Partridge were asked to obtain the names and addresses of all personnel
for registration fo compensation in case of injury on duty, also to obtain
numbers of stirrup pumps in the parish.

A letter from ECC re. Parish Invasion Committee expenditure was read
and the clerk requested to apply for sanction to incur expenses of the
hire of the Paish Room.

Mrs White had handed over her list of names of persons prepared to do
certain manual work in case of invasion. The list remained in the hands
of the chairman.

Mr Partridge reported that Fire Parties would attend to the wells.

Mr W.M. Savillas proposed and seconded as Deputy Chairman of the
committee.

Mr Firmin suggested that notice boards be provided to post notices on
when invasin occurs and was decided that twiee provided. Mr
Partridge and Mr Firmin agreed to provide the boards with Savill
assisting them to erect them at agre@thces. RevOddie and Mr Savill
would be responsible for posting the notices when received.

Mr Partridge undertook to find a warden and runner to be at Home
Guard Headquarters when required.

Meeting 11" May 1942
Letters were read from the Military Authoritieg (no information
recorded, secret War Diaries.)

Also from ECC and a memo to be read in conjunction with a circular
V2/H2 datel 27/3/1942 (alssecre).
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It was decided to copt some more membersotthe committee. Mrs D.
Gunary, Mrs Logan and Mr Clampin.

Mrs D. Gunary, her role was Water Steward and Mrs Logan was WVS
622YSyQa +2f RspiedeMNdive{ SNIBA OSO

Sergeant Firmin gave a description of the combined Military & Civil
Defence Schemand particularly mentioned houses that would have to
be evacuated in case of invasion.

It was decided to prepare a list of females not engaged in any special
service and Mrs White was asked to prepare the list for Fordham and Mr
Savillefor Fordham Hedt.

Sergeant Firmin undertook to ask avillto do this as MiSavillwas not
at the meeting.

*The chairman undertook to inform the occupiers of the premises that
their houses would have to be evacuated if invasion occurred.

The question of mortudges and the burial of the deadere left till the
next meeting.

*The clerk reported that he had received copies of the slit trenches.

*We do not knav exactly which premises the parishucwil are referring

to when the committeeRA & Odza & WS @I OdzZt GA2Yy AT
would presume those at key entry points of the ag; those on the
invasion line

Mortuaries and the burial of the delawere never mentioned again in
future publicminutes.

I atAd GNBYOK ¢l & |y AnvdsignniBfénges. L
It was a narrow trench especially for shelter in battle from bomb and
shell fragment, where a soldier of group of soldiers dalielter.
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Meeting 5" June 1942
Major Waller attended this meeting along with Mrs Gunary. Mrs L.
White, Mrs Logan, ReD. Bateman, Mr F. Doe, Bope, H.A. Partridge,
M. Savil] J.Firmin.

Mrs D. Gunary wasoafirmed in her appointment as Watertesvard.

Mrs Gunary also gave details of the arrangements for water chlorination
and proposed ceain points of distribution of (a product we could not
decipher) toMoat Farm, Suttons Farm, ClampiWash Corner, Blacks
Halgead Road, Mrs PhillipsFossets lane, Ms Gray- Fordham Heath,

Mr Savillc D 2 0 Part@rzLane. These points were agreed. It was left to
Mrs Gunary to consult Dr. Alderton and make all arrangements
regarding details as he advised.

The next point of discussion at the meeting wisS MWOE XSy 3 2 F 4
The chairmanwill see Mr G. Fox re.Cleansingof wells and would
ascertain if the Manual Pump Party could do the necessary wash.

A letter from RDC about Stirrup Pumps was read out. The clerk replied
that the committee considered that thershould be a Manual Pump
Party and two more Stirrup Pump Parties formed for the Fordham Heath
part of the parish.

It was left to Mr Savill to arrange the most suitable headquarters for the
respective parties and fix up the personnel.

It was decided to askir Partridge and Mr Firmin to erect the noé
boards and display plans of sliehches previously discussed in earlier
meetings.

It was proposed that a public meeting be convened to inform the public
of ARP arrangements. The meeting was to be held enRérish Room.
Mrs Logan undertook to have information distributed by means of the
22YSyQa +#2fdzyGiSSNI { SNIAOS®

Meeting 29" June 1942
A meeting at the Parish Room on the"™29une 1942 began with Mr M.
Savill deputy chairman taking the chair, as the Rat. Oddie had
resigned; the letter was read later in the meeting.
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Those present were Mrs Logan, Mrs L. Whiad Rev.D. Bateman,
Messrs. F. Doe, Firmin, H.A. Partridge, H. Bonner (had previously
resigned) H.J. Cope, and aipelsergeant from Gt. Hksley. Te clerk

Mr Towle was also in attendance.

Mrs Logan W.V.S. representative reported she was unable to obtain
leaflets to distribute publicly relating to information regarding Parish
(Invasion) matters.

It was reported that Rev. W. Oddiexth seen Mr G. Fox of the Manual
Pump Party and he had agreed to pump out the wells but it would be
necessary to obtain additional length of suction.

Mr Savill reported that he had obtained names of personnel for
proposed Manual Stirrup Pump Parties forditam Heath.

wS@®d hRRASQa NBaAdylidiAaAzy FTNRY GKS
Committee was readproposed and seconded. After a discussion
regarding the chairmanship of the committee, it was proposed by Rev. D
Bateman and seconded by Mr H. Bonnertthdr E.M. Logan be co
opted a member of the committee and elected chairman. Royal Army
Ordnance Corps lived at North Hill Colchester.

A letter from the ECC ARP Controller, (not disclosed) was read out.

It was proposed and seconded that Captain Cockadaynbiéed to
attend a meeting of the committee.

The clerk wrote to the County ARP Sub Controller regarding the holding
of a combined Military and Civil Defence Exercise.

Meeting 16" July 1942
With Mr E.M Logan as chairman a draft report and scheme rgldtn
the work of Committee was presented to tlewmmittee and taken as
read; evey member had a copy.
Captain CockadayLiaison Officer to the County AR Controller was
introduced by the chairman and addressed the committee. He was
asked questions on vanig points and responded accordingly. There was
also another member of the County ARP team attendiGglonel
Thorburn who was the AR SukController. The purpose of their visit
was to go through the draft report and scheme, make comments and
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suggestions. e draft scheme was adopted and the chairman expressed
thanks to the two officiad for their attendance and adwc the
committee gave full accord.

¢CKS Wt Ayl [ AadQtwadafreed haf Wvs 2ogdivies | Y R
White and Mrs Gunary woultde asked to pepare the same. All other
business was adjourned to the next meeting.

Major Waller requested that the combined Military and Civil Defence
Exercise proposed at a previous meeting be postponed owing to certain
military plans not yet being complete.

Meeting 31°' August 1942
The meeting started off by congratulating Lieutenant Firmin of the
Home Guard on his promotion. The chairman suggested to the
committee that the title of clerk be to the committee be altered to
secretary, this was agreed.
Mr F. Clampin waelected member of the committee.
Mrs White informed the committee that she had been requested to
arrange #ernative accommodation for th emergency hospital in case
of need. She suggested the Rectory as the most suitable building. Lt.
Firmin agreed asotits suitability. All equipment would be moved when
required by the wardens and Invasion Committee.
*The Green List. ReDavid Bateman and the secretary would revise the
list.
*The Pink List. The Lady members of the Committee submitted the Pink
List whit they had been requested to prepare. It was agreed that both
lists be revised and kejpip to date every three months.
*These lists appear to be quite important perhaps offering up names of
people willing to volunteer for necessary tasks in the villdgeviasion
occurred.

The secretary undertook to do three copies of the Green and Pink lists.
The committee agreed they needed larger notice boards.

On the subject of tractors and ators, a list of all tractors and motors in
the parish was prepared.
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A listof Deputies to Heads of various Civil Defeneevises and Home
Guard was madelhe following names were notified

Home Guard Corporal Race

Food officer- Mrs Logan

First Aid- Mrs W. Frost

Wardens- Warden Towle

Billeting and Homeless PeopleMr Logan

Information Centre- Mrs Doe

Draft Scheme Fire Guard and Fire Fighting Parties.

The chairman Mr E.M. Logan had been informed by the Parish Council
Clerk that the Parish Council had authorised the Invasion Committee to
act on their behalf in the matterfoFire Parties for the parish and had
produced a Draft Scheme which was duly considered and approved.
These arrangements were agreed.

A list of men volunteering to join should be prepared by Rev. D.
Bateman, Mr Logan, Mr Towle, Mr Clampin, Mr Cope andavilS

Mr Savil] having prepared a list for Fordham Heathwas agreed hat

the secretary and Mr Savilrrange the Parties and send the list to the
clerk of the Rural District Council for registration. This was agreed and
that the Fordham list be sefmh when completed.

Captain Foljambe gave an explanation of military matters to the
committee.

Meeting 14" September 1942
It was decided that the secretary write to the Rev. Oddie informing him
that the Rectory had been decidaipon as the most suitabkdternative
accommodation for an emergency hospital if it should be necessary to
evacuate the school.
A letter about the Invasion Exercise tire 19" and 2d" September 19
was read. Major Waller informed the committee of various military
arrangements mde and it was agreed that the Parish Invasion
Committee should have their headquarters in The Parish Room with the
Home Guard.
The Civil Defence Heads notified their arrangements for duty.
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Parish Room Headquarters of he Parish Council Invasion Committee
and Fordham Home Guard during WW2. FLHS Archive

Lieutenant Firmin asked the First Aid leader tetall one of her
personnel for duty with The Home Guard and Mrs White agreed to do
so.

Meeting 15" January 1943
A letter from Re. W. Oddie was read out concerning the use of the
Rectory as alternative accommodation for casualties.
A discussion on procede and general arrangements carried during the
last exercise was held and information given. Certain points were
stressed by Lt. Firmin and information given as to arrangements which
would be made during actual invasion.
It was decided to have a Paristvéision Committee notice boamade;
the secretary would obtain the necessary authority.
A letter was received for the clerk of the RDC, it was decided not to take
any further action on it regarding the Fire Parties.
A progress report was gone through intaié and agreed upon and a
copy sent to the County Controller.

72



It was decided to favard a copy of the Draft Scherdated 4" July 1942
with the report.

Meeting 7" October 1943
P.C. Finch was elected to represent the police and to fill the vacancy
causedby PC Sturgeon being invalided out of the force.
It was agreed that Mill House be earmarked as an emergency hospital
and that the secretary communicate with Mr Bldhtish informing him of
this arrangement.

The combined Military and Civil Defence Schewas considered and
the following arrangements made:

As the village is a defended area it will be under the control of the
Military Commander should an emergency occur.

The combined headquarters for military and civil defence to be at Mr
H.A. Partridges.

According to Military plans alternative headquarters will be at Fiddlers
Wood or Herrings Wood near the Rectory.

Deputies to the following services were notified

Military Commander- Sergeant Cope

Chairman of the P.I.C. Mr Goymer subject to him agregend it was

left to Rev. Batema to approach him on the matter

Food Officer Mrs Logan

Water Steward- Mr F. Clampin

First Aiders- Mrs W. Frost

Senior Warden- Mr T.B. Towle

Billeting Officer- Mrs Logan

WVS:- Mrs Williams

NFS(National Fire Service)o be nominated by Leading Fireman G.
Clampin

It was arranged that the chairman and Lieutenant Firmin should meet
and arrange any further details that might be necessary to complete the
combined scheme.
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Meeting 21" October 1943
Mr Goymer notified acceptamcof membership of the committee and
was appointed deputy chairman.

The chairman congratulated"®?Lieutenant Cope on his promotion to
commissioned rank.

Mr W.W. BlaigFish had sent a letter to the committee askingrso
guestions. The honorary secretary requested to send a reply stating the
O2YYAGGSSQa | yag 8ethr and2swerd ot plitdsd a G A 2
the minutes.)

The combined Military and Civil Defence Scheme wassidered in
detail and approved; apies b be circulated to all members of the
committee.

Mr H. Bonner (Harry Bonner) wrqteesigning from the committee & the
Hororary Secetary was requested to send him a letter of thanks for his
past services.

Towards the end ofhe war the Parish Coundieat with many tasks
cleaning up the village, setting it back to how it was.

14.7 1944¢ There was a discussion about the damage the American
personnel had caused in the village. The clerk was instructed to write to
the Officer Commander stating that dog the past 6 months a certain
amount of damage has been done. The telephone kiosk, the only one we
have in the village has been completely put out of action, which is a real
inconvenience and glass broken in a shop door. The inhabitants have
also been diturbed by the noise made by US personnel returning to
camp after closing time anithe council would be glad if heould put an

end to it.
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25.3.1945 The clerk was instructed to display estimates for the removal
of the barbed wire defences at the roadsil

16.7.1945¢ Removal of barbed wite

12.9.1945¢ The clerk was instructed to write a letter of thanks and
farewell to the Officer Commander of the American Forces at
Wormingford Airbase.

25.3.1946¢ A letter from the War Department Land Agesniquired if
any of the huts on Fordham Heath were required

Sources of Information
Pags 50, 51 www.military.wikia.org/wiki/British_antinvasion preparations of
the Second World War Planned resistance
Pages$5, 56 Rectory Mtesby Pat Lewis. 2009.

Page 58www.westernfrontassociation.com/worlgvar-i-articles/balloonatics
duringthe-first-world-war-19141918/

Page 58ef. Essex Chronicle 1938

Pages 63 to 7Bordham Invasion CommitteeiMites. Essex Archive
Chelmsford Essex

Page 67lit trenches Ref.http://www.pillbostudy-group.org.uk/otherwwii-
defensivestructures/earthworksslit-trenches/

Notes on Invasion Committedy Nicky Gibbs
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CHAPTERG
Defending the Countryside

6Sandbags and s entries everywhere. Countryside shows signs
of defence activity. Concrete block houses being erected,
barbed wire and sentries guard bridges. 6 M.F.

One of the great things about living in Fordham is our ability to go for
walks around the village folving paths on the Woodland Trust Estate.
On these walks and further afield, you may come across evidence of
WW2 defences that would have been constructed to defend our village
in WW2.

The area by Fordham Bridge Hammonds Bridge as it is also known
was so important, as defences were grouped around it. There was the
pillbox and another one very close, atdnk rails, a road barrier, two
spigot mortar emplacements and an ammunition store in Fiddlers
Wood.

Pillbox ¢ concrete strong point built in many s and variations to
accommodate a section of infantrymen or an artillery piece. Loopholes
were pre formed firing openings.

Anti-tank Obstacles¢ Rails or girders cut to length and positioned
vertically in concrete to protectgun emplacements and pillbes.
Pyramid shaped obstacles of reinforced concra&metimes nicknamed
W5NF 32y Qa ¢SSIHK®PQ

Road Barrierg There were many types of aol barrier/ antitank barrier.
These were rmade up from a range of items, often concrete blocks with
scrap iron, buoys, cylilers, pimples, RSJ and barbed wire. Lengths of
girder or railway line bent and inserted in a socket in the ground.
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Ammunition shelter- small one roomed buildingommonly rectanglar
of brick or Nssen type used to store small arms ammunition, spigot
mortar bombs.

Spigot Mortar - invented by Lieutenan€olonel Blacker after Dunkirk,
rejected by regular army but used from 1941944 by Home Guard. A
high explosive mortar bomb fired fromspigot mortar emplacement. It
wasused in an anttank role at r@ad blocks or to defend airfields, often
hidden from site www.northmymmshistory.uk

The website of the pillbox study group has been used for referencing
many of the military descriptions.

Pill Boxes

Pill Box north of PoMdace

For anyone who has visited any surviving poxes, you will have
noticed that there are different types. In May 1940 the Department of
Fortifications and Works was set up to provide specific pillbox designs.
These were to be constructed throughout the countryside at defensive
locations. You cartif see remaining pill bas along the River Colne.

Seven basic designs were issued, but local construction companies
would often modify these under area commands. The Command and
Corps Chief Engineers 6ff RS &A 3y SR Ito Wae Office 2 F F
stardard. The FW3 pillbox design could be constructed quickly. Features
consisted or incorporated
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Minimum of bullet/splinter poof protection

No attempt was made to provide livimgcommodation
Some designs were enhanced to shetiqgl standard
Simple blastvalls to protect open entrances

External flat side walls with rectangular or

polygonal shape

=a =4 —a —a -2

These common designs with standard sizes for doors, loopholes and flat
sides made it easier to mass produce iterms doncrete shuttering and
thus sped upconstruction. But with the general countrywide lack of
materiak it was often necessary to use bricks as the shuttering.

This gave the impression that the whole structure was constructed of
brick. What happened in reality in some instance&xplained in Major

t SGSNI CAyOKQ&a 62271 +o2dzi 9&84SE I yF
building of some of these pill boxes.

Boon pill boxes appeared, like slothful mushrooms, over the countryside.
Those who had faith in the effectiveness of these essayricks and

mortar were often infuriated by the slowness of the contractors. Colonel

Sir F. Carne Rasch recalls that of the 88 pillboxes in Danbury Company
area, only 17 were likely to be manned. Invasion was expected, and it
was not likely thathe remaining 71 would be ready. Fevery time an

air raid warningsounded,the men completing the pillboxes stopped

work. But nothing can compare with what happened at Clacton, where a
contractor misread theplans & o dzA f § LAt f ©02ESa dzLJ

In Fordhamit was the LDV (later reamed the Home Guard) who
manned these pill boxed & 6S KI @S KSIFNR FNRY
description of entry to Fordham.

In her diary Millicent Fairhall gives us an insight into what we would
have been greeted with:
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Uhitially Fordham appeared unaltered. Not much evidence of war except
a gathering of local LDVs. But the countryside shows signs of defence
activity. Sandbags and sentries everywhere, concrete block houses have
been erected, barbed wire and sentries guardindd®s. Those guarding

the entries to the village wear tin hats and carry gas m&ks.

lfaz2z Ay al 22Nl CAyOKQa 0221 KS &NRI{

Ws to their value as defence works, pill boxes bring the following
O2YYSyild FTNRY /[/2f2ySftf Woho ttheN] SN
atmosphere of confidercthey (pillboxes) instilledtmthe Home Guard

as regardsto their ability to hold up the enemy. Today they are
frequently regarded as death traps. Yet an order issued in July 1940, laid
R2g6y GKI G UYsyfbe wiRdzik ©d 2 ONAt t 02 EDQ

For this chaptewe have used our own photographs taken by Michael
HamiltonMacy, a member of FLHS.

Defending Fordham

At the top of the village towards Wormingford there would have been
road blocks. We also had the airfield at Wormingfto the north of the
village, which would have been a target for bombers. The railways lines
which ran parallel to Ponders Road going through Chappel on the
viaduct were alsat risk so heavily fortified

On the bridge by the Shoulder of Mutton and tre other side of the
bridge at Ford Street there was a road blockpith box and anttank
LIAYLX Saz (y2¢6y a4 RNI3I2yQa GSSGKoD

If we turn back the clock tearly in the war and imagine congirdown
Fiddlers Hill toward§ordham Bridgeyou would have beegreeted by
the LDVjust as Millicent Fairhall describesd whose role it was to
guard thispillboxes.
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The most visibleeminder of these defences ithe one you see at the
02G02Y 2F CARIPOXSMCENR4874. SMR No:1097Theked
referencenumbers have been taken from two sourae¥he Colchester
Heritage websitedand 007 Project Report A Survey of World War
Two Defences in the Borough of Colchesber.

The Colchester Heritage website is a good tool for anyone interested in
military ingallations of WW?2. Colchester Heritage records many of the
WW2 sites around our village. The pill boxes, -tantk rails, road
barriers and ammunition store around Fordham are well documented.
Referring to the'2007 Project Report A Survey of World Warwb
Defences in the Borough of Colche$dy military archaeologist Fred
Nash,from that we can find out what was in place and what remains
around our village. Fred Nasa ww2 researchelhas provided research

and photographs for many of these recordseTdriginal project was to
f200S YR NBO2NR (G(KS O2dzyieQa 22N
aim of providing an historical and archaeological database of the sites
within the Essex Historic Environment Record. You can find the database
online.

PillboxMCC4874. SMR N0:10970

This ismmediately at the bottom of Fiddlers Hill on the left just before
you go over the bridge and up Mill Roalost villages will be very
familiar with it, sited just 50 yards away from Fordham Bridge
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(previously know as Hammonds Bridgein the meadow and faces
northwards. It is hexagonal with a y shaped central pillar. There are
loopholes (openings that soldiers should shoot through.) This pillbox is
concreted up to half its height, which Fred Nash describes as ahusu
This is likely to stop any flooding from the river. At the rear of the porch
facing the entrance, the wall is serrated to prevent bullets theting

into the interior.

This pillbox lies close to the banks of the Colne in the Colne Valley. It is
one of many strategically placed in case of invasion. The Colne was a
natural barrier and although it may not have been big enough for boats
to travel on, invading troops could have used the Colne as a navigational
aid to advance their positions. The Colne wzet of the Eastern
Command Line that followed the river from Mersea Island around
Colchester to Chappel Viaduct before heading northwards along the
railway embankment to Bures, where it joined the River Stour.

Road Barrier (destroyed) MCC5008. SMR1®M9khere are records that
state there was a road barrier at Fordham Bridge. It is probable that
every river crossing bridge would be blocked bgoacrete and steel
road barrierithere were different types of barrier.

The photo below shows the remains ain ammunition shelter just
inside the edge of Fiddlers Wood, 40 yards from the road. The concrete
base with low side walling is still there; the enica can be clearly seen

on the eastside. This shelter would have been primarily erected to
house the borbs for the two spigot mortar positions on each side of the
roadfor SMRs 10967/10972.
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Spigot Mortar Emplacement MCC 5006. SMR 109@&hout 70 yards
east of Fordham Bridge is a Home Guard Spigot Mortar emplacement.
The stainless steel pintle (uprigpivot pin) can still be seen. Where the
bank has eroded the side of one of the brick built ammunition alcoves
has been revealed. The spigot mortal pedestal would usually stand in in
the centre of pit that purposely designed with ammunition alcoves
aroundthe sides.

Spigot Mortar Emplacement MCC 5010. SMR 109AZ/est of Fordham
Bridge is another Spigot Mortar pedestal with its stainless steel pintle.
The top of the concrete is damaged and is exposing the steel
reinforcement rods and the side of the pestal is cracked. The base of
one of the ammunition coves is overhanging the riverbank and you can
see a capping stone in the river. This example is less common and stands
above the ground, this may be because the ground was susceptible to
flooding.

Anti-tank rails MCC5007 SMR 10968

East of Fordham Bridge is a 30 yard concrete wall lihiegouth bank.
Still visible in the concrete are cut adhds of the antitank rails,about
30 of them. These woulddve projected vertically and out over the
river. They would have beecut from lengths of railway trackr RSd
Remains of these are very rare in Essex.
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There are contemporary records that state that near an entrance to an
arable field (part oFordham Hk Farn), there was an Anderson Shelter

for ammunition storage. This entrance was opposite the Post Office
which was in Ponders Road C2 NRKI Y® WaMILEINEF © o
An aerial photograph taken in May 1946 shows what appears to be a
small Nisseiut standing in the field 50 yards NW of the Post Office and
although this matches the map reference, there is still some uncertainty

if this concurs with the location in contemporary record.

There are a few pillboxes that do not survive for example Riibox
MCC5009/SMR10974 y (i KS b2 O2NJ¥YySNJ 2F¥ CARR
bridge was destroyed. Being close to SMR10970 which was an infantry
pillbox, this one may have been an artillery pillbox.

There were other pillboxes around Fordhamoray the Eastern
Command Line. The gpllboxes m Great Porters Farm aurvive and
are in good condition.

Pill box Great Porters Farm MCC4778. SMR 10961

South of the Colne in a meadow this is a north facing hexagonal pillbox.
It is a 19ft 6inch wide type witsmall loopholes on eachda. The south
loophole is coveretdy earth and grass and cannot be seen.

Pill box Great Porters Farm MCC4779. SMR 10962
This hexagonal concrete pillbox is high on the hillside looking north
towards the Colne which flows 24@rds away. This pillbox has an anti
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aircraft well with concrete mounting plinth and steel fittings for a
machine gun. There are remains of 1/2 half inch iron rods around the
sides, purpose unknown although it is suggested they could have been
for camoufage nets.

Pillbox GreatPorters Farm MCC4780. SMR 10963

This hexagonal pillbox is just fiyards awa from the River Colne. It has
sixloopholes which were much smaller than earlier designed pillboxes,
this one had a low porch type #ance. Earth and grass was put onto
the roof forcamouflage.

Pill box Great Porters Farm MCC4781 SMR.10964.

Positioned in a meadow 50 yards south of river Colne, this hexagonal
pillbox has six small loop holes and a small entrance which is blocked
with earth. Tke very lower entrance made this pillbox less vulnerable, it
gave better defence.

Pillbox GreatPorters Farm MCC4782. SMR10965
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This hexagonal pillbox is situated high on the hill side commanding has
an excellent view north of the river Colne; thisasvan antaircraft
machinegun type. It has an anéircraft well complete with a concrete
plinth and steel fitting for a machine gun. It has six small loopholes.

Pillbox Great Porters Farm MCC4783 SMR10988s is a fine surviving
hexagonal pillbox wit wals 3ft 6in thick. It is about twentyards from a
bend in the River Colne. Again on this pillbox there are remains of 1/2
inch steel rods, three per side and may have been used to disguise the
pillbox or cover with camouflage netting. It has a low rigetype'’
entrance is on the south side and the pillbox is 19ft 6in wide, with small
loopholes.

Other pillboxes and defences along the Eastern Defence Line

Pillbox MCC4785. SMR10973 Field junction south of Fordham Bridge.
Almost completely hidden in treeand bushes is this hexagonal pillbox.
It is positioned south of the River Colne where the hillside slopes
upwards. The pillbox has an aaiircraft machine gun well with a
concrete centre pillar with steel mounting fittings on the top.

Pillbox MCC4776NBR 10958 North of Argents Lan&his pillbox is half
buried in the middle of a field. This pillbox has earth and grass on top,
not a natural result, but an attempt to protect it from air attack. This is
hexagon pillbox has a 6ft wide aatircraft machinegun well. It has an
excellent position looking down to the river.

MCC4775 SMR10957 Pillbox, Argents Lahbis concrete hexagonal
pillbox is situated on a high bank on the north side of Argents Lane. It
has an antaircrat machine gun well measuring geet wide with steel
fittings on the mounting pilla This would have held a WWEwis Gun.
This pillbox had commanding views down the valley looking to the north.
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Pillbox MCC4777 SMR 10960.2 2 1 Q arhisapiilfoxX wias one of the
smallest of dibox desgns FW3/22. It has fifteeimch thick walls and

the intent wasfor it to be bulletproof, not shelproof. This hexagonal
concrete pillbox is just west of the bridge crossing tidn€. There are
sixloopholes, but no central pillar. In the fibre boardediling electric
fittings were installed. The entrance has been sealed on the west side
with a sheet of corrugated iron.

w2FR . I NNASNI 6RSaiUNR&@SRO alismpostmp {
likely there was a road barrier acrofise bridge. Contemporay records

a0k 4SS WLA LIS Ilwcksyfrt yartsyidthe st oR thedCooks
MAfE LAEEO2E®Q

On Fordtreet a road barrier and aillbox faced the bridge on the
opposite side to the Shoulder of Mutton. The road bar&R 100977
was destroyed. On eacside of the road there are antank pimples,
cones or pyramids. Three on the west side of the road and two on the
east. Sited on the river bank was a spigot mortar which would be above
to fire on armoured vehicles approaching the bridge.

Anti-tank Pimpks Bridge House Fordstreet. MCC5122. SMR10%98&

of the pimples can still be seen outside Bridge House, these have been
painted white,and theyare conical in shape. There was also a pillbox
there butit no longerexists. There were originally seventepimples
these were arranged in threeows blocking the wide MilRace Bridge

and ®me are still in situ. Althoughmany anti-tank pimples were
installed,they are nav quite rare in Essex. So the ten remaining pimples
arean impressivesurvivingconcentraton.

Anti-Tank Ditch Fordstreet. SMR10976. MCC51A6photograph from
1946 clearly shows marks of an atank ditch that has been filled in.

The Eastern Command Line tHatlowed the River Colne veered away
from the river for a short distance. A higliltoverlooks Fordstreet, the
ditch followed the foot of the hill, it was dominated by pillboxes and
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other defensive positions on the hillside above, so the -tarik ditch
made perfect sense. Antank ditches were dug where no river or other
natural obsacle was available.

A visit to Chappel viaduct is wellorthwhile; | have included a few
photographs of whatlefences remainlt will also give you a close view
of the defences on the Eastern Command Line

Chappel Viaduct. W. Shepherd
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Fordham Heath Defences

Fordham Heath 1944.USAAF Photo.Historic England.

Oral History i® very important resource in historical research. However,
some stories thathave been passed dowmay have become altered
with the passing of time. Stories that are told eigbtyso yeas after the
event cannot neessarily be taken as entirely accuratgut memories
and stories are maderedible when documentary evidence can confirm
the information.

The photograplabovewas taken in 1944 and substantiates much of the
information we have been givesbout the guns onFordham léath. On
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the left of the photograph, half way down is The Spablic house that
was used as a mess faoldiersmanning the guns

To the top of the photograph is Htbles Lane and in front of those
housesto the left, the allotment is clearlymarked out. On the right
there are white long buildings thatvere acconmodation huts ér the
soldiers. Towards the bottom of the phqgtalong Heath Road there
appear to be circular markings showing the positions afun
emplacements and a search ligi#lo on the leftof the photograph
below The Star is a house called Ashtpndere Jim Scarletived with
KAa LI NByda | I NNE {OFNISGOHO |yR
Patrick, Maurice and Louiséimwas born in 1937

In an interview with idn in July
2024 he spoke about Fordham
Heath during WW2.Jim also < g
drew a map of he heath as he ey =
remembered it His drawing &
closely matches the aerial
photograph of 1944.Jim lived
opposite the gus, he pointed
out the guns thathe desgibed
as being protectedat the base
by sandbags, there was also
Bofors gunwhich Jim said was
responsible for setting light to & R \
tree behind his houseBefore [
the war the heath was used by
Mr Gray to grazeabout thirty
of his cowsand some people
lived off the heath catching

rk 60AGa Yy R LI =~ I\'/Iap‘och(;rdﬁam Heath.
brother bred rabbits at home Drawn by Jim Scarlett
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YR AT {KS @anydvilddzibiity tiel woDltdésped one of
their own.

Jim described the brick built cook house and armobttom right of
the photo and the searchlight with its noiggnerator vhich he believes
was moved around Although he could recall about half aozkn
searchlights in a linehe thinks they weranoved around the siteJim
remembers a big holehat was dug roughly in front of the cricket
pavilion and rubbish was tbwn in it. Thigit was found when they did
some work on the heath in th&960s. The accommodation huts down
the right hand side of the photo, Jim describes assgmiy have been a
mix of tents and huts as mentioned in our information.

There isalso primary documentary evidencdrom the Parish Council
Invasion Committeavhich gives more validity to the photograph and
oral histories. It is correspondence written to Fordham Parish Council
1943 and 1944about the requisition of the land, there is also apn
(page 6% indicating which part of the tad was requisitioned.

After the war a letter was received Wyordham Parish CoundiFPQ
from the War Department Land Agent asking the FPC if they required
any of the huts ofFordham HeathE=PC did not take uihe offer.

To: Clerk to F:
ot view Orube= Farish Coumeil,
Fordnem

Nr. Oolah--t-r

Defence Regulations, 1939. -

He: Pt. Fordhan Heath. MR !'Im

¥E/L/296 o«

It has been found necessary War D
pollasalon °:r your property -::'x“.
eeeee form of rsquisition eu sing

ae ax-daucn with the proexnon. of th‘zo:l‘»v.

2. Will you p].ease sign both of m and
this office without delay, - = BOP:::-
for tion and

1.

Yours faithfully,

WDLA Wo

90 Letter of Requisition. Fordham Invasion Committee.



FLHS member Marlene Boyle conversation with her frieth gave the
societyacopyof. A0S aAT S ! NIAOf Sa 2y QiKS
There is section titledWorld War Two and the Locali€f.here is a useful
paragraphas to the actual position of the guns, it iecorded in the
booklet that:

Resident Reg Greenwold recalls that thek ackdguns were on
Fordham Heath along with searchlights. When invasion was feared in
the early years, machine guns were positionechgléhe pillboxes in

I NBESyidQa [FyS®Q 060aSS OKILIGSN 2y LI

W¢KS a2f RASNA ¢K2 YIYyySR GKS 3Idzya
The Cricketers) as a mess. Another local resident recalls that there was a
red light positioned in the bar and when it dled, the soldiers
immediately went into action (with the advent of radamemyplanes
O2dzf R y26 06S (NI O1SR FNRY (GKS O2I 2
W¢KS 3TAdzyazx YdzyAliAzya FyR | 002YY2RI
on the upper heath. The ardircraft guns were of the lighbattery type,

easily mobile. The powerful searchlights powered by noisy generators
were positioned at the other end of the heath near the allotments and
just off Huxtables Lane. When the guns fired they shook the windows of
the houses on the heath andetmoise of the generators added to the
cacophony. Resident Eric Huxtable commented that in the beginning the
y2AaS {SLI LS2LXS gl 1Sz odzi Yzai

The EVAS history of Eight Ash Green records that a Bofors gun stationed
on theheath hit a plane that came down in Clacton.

We know that the Star public house wiai$ by an incendiary bomb that
set fire to the thatched roof You can see the taaulin covering the
damagein the photographpage 92)

A doodlebug (V1 Rocket) landirsg the end of Blind Lane, blowing out
windows in the school and causing damage over a wide area.
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Bomb Damage onthe Stainn. Ji m Scar |l et t
Motorbike. J. Scarlett Collection.

Sources of Information
Page 76 to 78www.pillboxstudy-group.org.uk/ukdefencelocations/
Pages 78,79Warmen Courageous by Peter Fiddb1
Pages 8o 86 www.pillboxstudy-group.org.uk
¢CKS /2t OKSAGSNI I SNAGI 3
WorldWarB2 5S¥Sy0Sa Ay (K
Page 8Gvww.colchesterheritage.co.uk/Monument/MCC4784

Page 80www.caguk.net/wpcontent/uploads/2020/06/2Voll-
Text_p.165.pdf

Page 83vww.colchesterheritage,co,uk/Monument/MCC5501
Pages 88, 9Detter and Maps. Fordham Heath residents.

Page®1Bite size Atrticles on the Civil Parish of Eight Ash Green.
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http://www.colchesterheritage.co.uk/Monument/MCC4784
http://www.colchesterheritage,co,uk/Monument/MCC5501

CHAPTERY

Wormingford Airfield

OA cloudless blue sky and in the afternoon we witnessed a

thrilling air battle (Clacton.) To us it seemed like a

gall ant few were taking on the whole of G
In fact it was a Nazi army of 500 planes thun dering high
over the town on their way to London. As we watched RAF

spitfires i possibly outnumbered - darted in and out the
black monsters like silver fish. Then in the middle of it a

nightmarish sound as a German plane screamed to earth in

full throttle. Trix and | dived indoors for cover i huddled
under the back room table and waited for the end. The scream

of the plane seemed to go on for minutes, but it was only a

few seconds, then a thudMFand quietd

Fordham was surrounded by military defencpsptected by a military
garrison at Colchester and ddSAAF airfield at Wormingford.eig
close to militay establishments in Colchestand the USAAF airfields of
Wormingford and Boxtedhe village wastill quite avulnerableplace a
worthy target for Geman bombers.

For the first two years of the war, the USA had a policy of neutrality.
Howeverit wasthree days later after the attack on Pearl Harbour &h 7
December1941; Germany, Italy and their ally Japan declared war on the
United Stateslt was afte this declaration that the priority for Britain
and her Alliesincluding the USA, was to focus on the bombardment of
Germany; thus the Americans came to Britain.

9 ad ! yasyl 2@S5HNYH R | -seweSoombér station®  { A
and more than two hodred airfields across Britain were constructed;

this caused much consternation among the locals particularly farmers
K2 KIFER G2 WIAGS dzLJQ f therRrd eastdf i
England: Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, and Cambridgeshire.
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US 8AF DEPLOYMENT AT PEAK
STRENGTH JULY-AUGUST 1944
S Air St

Esex and the surrounding countiesecane home to thousands of US
service personnel in readiness for the allied invasion and liberation of
occupied EuropeLand was commandeered by the USAAF from the War
Agriculture Committee for American airbases all ovétaBr.

A pamphlet was issued by the United States War Departmhealled

Wh @ BeNy) Instructions for Amek OF' 'y { SNIWA OSYSyie A Y
aim of this pamphlet was to prepare young Gls for life in a very different
country. The pamphlet presents a ot of wartime Britain. The
aSOGA2Y  W. NR i dipérfedtlyithe2stattlDf olR Saur@WNA 6 S
when the Americans came to town!

WOPSNE fAIKG Ay 9y3IflyR Aa ofl O1SH
highway signpost has come down and barrage balldmge gone up.
Grazing land is now ploughed for wheat and flower beds turned into
@S3SGlrofS 3IFNRSyad . NRAGIAyQa LISIHO
thousand has been expanded to over two million. Everything from the
biggest factory to the smallest villageorkshop is turning out something

for the war. Hundreds of thousands of women have gone to work in
factories or joined the many military auxiliary forc€es.

daty

Eric Rudsdale (191151)was the curator of Colchester Museum and
he was seconded in 1941 to becem=ecretary of the Lexden and
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Winstree District Committee of the Essex War Agricultural Committee
for the duration of the war.

For the EWAC in Essexwhose aim was to increase agricultural
production, it was a double edged sword as they now had to give up
farmland that they had requisitioned from disgruntled farmers to the
Americans who had commandeered it; there was a lot of antagonism.

Rudsdalekept a dailydiary which you can access online. His joumneat

only records life in Colchester and the sumding areas during WW2,
but also the impact of the arrival of the USAAF in Colchester and the
nearby USAAF airfields of Boxted and Wormingfétd. had valuable
insight into the development of the American airfields

Wormingford was originally earmarkeir the Eighth Heavy Bonds
Group. he American fighter and bomber base wamstructed during
19421943 by Richard Costailt. was a huge site with three concrete
and tarmac runways which were suitable hard standingofumbers.

The runway was 2,000
yards long on an east
west axis and two
intersecting runways
of 1,400 yards. There
were aircraft hangers
and a bomb dum

store on the northern
side.Theeast side was
the technical site.
Further to the suth

east was the mess,
barracks and other
communal sits that

accommodate 2,900

persannel; parts of the

Official Air Ministry Record Plan -Airfield Site 1945.  site were in Fordham.
Wormingford www.americanairmuseum.com/archive
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Official Air Ministry Record Site PlanDispersed Sites 1945 Wormingford

Official Air Ministry Record Plan -Airfield Site 1945.
Wormingford www.americanairmuseum.com/archive
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Official Air Ministry Record Plan -Airfield Site 1945. Wormingford
www.americanairmuseum.com/archive

The airfield site at Wormingford was a significant Fiv§¥orld War
landing ground for the 37th Home Defence Squadron and a Royal
Aircraft Factory. Here they shot down Zeppelin renL.48 on 18/17™"

June 1917.

When innocently commenting on how the Americans had altered
Wormingford a Major Miller snapped at him asking Rudsdale if he
would prefer the Americans here or Germans at the airfield. He then
went onto comment that they coulddot bother about the convermee

of a few British farmerswhat had been open farm land was now an
amazing sight. To think that only twgears ago this vadbwn was open
farmland. W

In his diaryon 26" of October, 1943 Rudsdale recordghat the Air
Ministry had decided to demolish | NIJS & Qtd maRe: Way for
expansion.Rudslale tried to salvage some of the buildRg A y G S N.
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some historic timbersLoding at the farmhe writes‘How desolate the
place looked so reently prosperous farmlands, but nosow chains
hanging rusty in ritking sked.Q

The 362nd Fighter Group arrived at Wormingford from Mitchel Field,
New York as part of the Ninth Air Force in November 1943 with Republic
P-47 Thunderbolts. The Fighter Gro@pG)was made up of 377th
Fighter Squadron, 378th Fighter Squadr@and the 379th Fighter
Squadron. But just for the record, the US Air Force was not formed until
1947. Prior to that, it was a Branch of the Army, and was known as the
US Army Air Corps.

The 362nd FG wactivein attacking Wveapon launching sites neéne
Pas de Calais in 1944.the April of that year they were engaged chiefly
in escorting bombers that strudiactories, railways, airfieldand other
targets on the Continent. They attacked communications in northern
France and in Belgium during Amnd May, realy for the invasion of
Normandyin 1944,

In his Colchester diary, Eric Rudsdala the 8" of June 1944 writes:

W o 2 dzi HEY KSFENR GKS azdzyR 27 Y|
Wormingford, but soon went to sleep. Woke soon aftam3o a
tremendousrodlE YR f 221 SR 2dzi G2 4SS GKS
all carrying their navigation lights, dropping red and green flares in every
RANBOUAZ2Y DQ

This is corroborated by the vicar William Oddie at the Rectory in
Fordham who had reported that orthe 6" of June, D. Day\¥
spectacular sight was seen from the Rectory. From dawn the Airborne
Liberating Forces could be seen from the windows; the planes covering
the whole sky. The noise of the crafts made the windows dake.

There was much interaicin between the villagers and the Americans.
Villager Les Beard tells a tale about father Charles (Jim) Beard who
was a family baker and living in Wormingfoktisroutine was to geup
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very early in the morning totravel to Ford Street bakery. Whilst
travelling to work with a family member they were stopped by
American soldiers and held in custody overnight as they were thought to
be spies. This was at a time when the planes atrgford had been
repainted.

All the military powers in World War Iked camouflage paint schemes

for their aircraft. The main purpose was to help hide them when they
were most vulnerablg on the ground; though itwasalsouseful in low

level tactical operations. In December 1943 the War Department
announced the removal® LI Ay G FNRY al fyvyamid |
SEOSLIiA2yYy 2 TSR 2SI yiRaAISDODAS NB Sl aé )
transports. As of January 1944, almost all new warplanes coming off the
assembly line would only have national insignia, squadron, dadep
number markings.

Les remembers being told that when in custody, his family wefed
by the Americans and it was the best meal they had eaten for a long
time! They were later released without charge.

Another villager Angla Church nee Langhamemembers Americans
coming to Christmas dinner and bringia turkey so huge it would not
fit in the oven!

In an interview with Mary Hills who was evacuated here from
Goodmayes, she remembered with fondness the wonderful parties the
Americans organised fohé evacuees.

The Americans had pplies that were out of reach fomany of the
Fordham iulagers who were rationed. The Americapsovided raffle
prizes at the regular dances held at the village Parish room and attended
fete days. They contriied to Welcane Home Fund ahces and raised
money towards the Merchant Navy Benevolent Fund as recorded in
regular newspaper articles.
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The Christmas dance at the village halltba 15" of December1943
reported that Allied Forces were very prominent in the hallwis
packed to overcrowding. Once again money raised went towards the
Welcome Home Fund.

The American Red CrosARC) provided every base such as
Wormingford Aifield with service personngll y aer& clul2 This
provided a location for events, recreati@amd relaxation. The ARC would
also organise trips, accommodation and sporting events off base.

Land Girls at the Aero Club. FLHS Archive

The above photograph showthree of our Land Army girls posing in
front of the Aero Qub signpost:Sue Green, Vera Cant and Ivy Chandler.

Newspapercuttings record entedinment events for Fordhamillagers

during WW2 Sometook place in MessrR./ 2a il AyQa NBONEBI
Wormingford Airfieldwhich had been built byCostairs in 1942/43 with

the help of subcontractors.
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There was aevue i @Sy 0& [’JK$ FLite yrFYSR
comment gives a real sense of the time pgnod L

We¢KAA FTAYS aK2g o6AGK | LJfSI-a)\yEI_ I
seeing, especially in these times, when clothes and even makeup is a
source of pertw I G A2y HQ

FORDHAM.

ENTERTAINMENT.—In Messrs, R.
Costain's recreation hut very u-njn[-
able revue wns given by * The Black-
outs " last.  week, the following
urtists contributed : ~Dorathy Mortlock
(soprano), H. V, Orrin and his violin,
Larry Harrison (baritone and come-
dian), Jonn and Audrey (tho singing
sisters), Mollie  Andrews (character
studies and monolognes), Muarjorie (the
dnshing soubrette), K. Halls, J, Fonneor,
A. L. Malster, and W. J. Morgan in
comedy sketch, and Blanch Last
(mistress of the pinno). Compered b
Mr. A. .. Malstor, this finoe show, wilﬂ
a pleasing areay of costinmes, was n
ulm(-!m-lv warth secing, especinlly in
these times, when clothes nnd oven
‘ um%up is n source of perturbation.
M - J. Colling, the, welfare officer,
4 es o word of ngrat ulntion for
splendid progr: es he continues

to IITUVIM,

Anothery S g & LJF LISNJ Odzi G Ay 3 NBLIR NI a 2 y’ R
GAYS GKSNBE 4SNB (62 K2dz2NA 27 S_y’uSI
Centre. The entaainers called The Tourist Concert Party inclu_ded Sl_ster
Gilchrist on thepiano accordion and Myrtle Chadwick on the piano with
other performers.

WAR-WORKERS' CONCERT.—The
Tourist Concert Party gave a two-hours
entert:iiment at R. Costain’s Recrea-
tion Centre on Thursday, and Mr. J. P.
Collins, the welfare officer, in welcoming
the party. said such shows were a boon
to the tired worker. Those taking part
were Sister Gilchrist (piano-accordion)
and Mpyrtle Chadwick (piano), Jessie
Hickford, Vera Wright, Ivy Partner,
Molly Goldsmith, Ruth Brown, George
Partner, Claude Theobald, and Cyril
Nicholson.
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FLHS hatdbeen told thatLand Army girls were billeted &Yormingford

airfield close toHouds and Arbour Farms. This has been confirmed by
another newspaper articlgelling usthat there was &Vt  NBES | aaSy
0§KS WwWSONBIGAZ2Y € w22Y 2F (GKS 22
Wormingford situaéd on Wormingford Aerodrome, orthe occasion of

the first house party and social evening since the establishment in these
imposing new quarteyQ

¥

-

" A. ENTHRTAINS.—Recently
chev:o L-‘;A“ a large’ assembly din the
Recreation. . Room ~of .the . Women's
Land Army Hostel, situated on the
w“% p%h %e“rgdl:omo.z - on ' “the
occasion the. ouse
e apie s °h°q:,-::'E*-*’=-'m-°°

these im
thp CHaite '“bmaba.rwone)
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The Parish Council Invasion minutes do record some disquiet and
damage in the village during the duration that American soldiers were
stationed at Wormingford.The clerkwas instructed tocommunicate

with the Officer Commander(Q of the 8th American Air ForceThe
letter dated July 1944vas not to be sent until the chairman of the PC
had had aninterview with the OCand in the event of there being a
O2yiGAydztr yOS 2F G(KS (NRBdzmf SoQ

W¢ K G R dzNJR nffoBths (a KStaint améuit ofcdamage has been
done in the village. The telephone kiosk, the only one in the village has
been completely put out of order, which has caused a great
inconvenience with glass broken in a shop door. The inhabitants have
also beerdisturbed by the noise made by USA personnel when returning

102



to camp after closing time and the council would be glad if he would take
steps to put an end to @

On the 1% of September 1945, H.J. Cope the clerk of theasion
Committee was asked to wei a letter of thanks and farewell to the OC
American Airforce at Wormingford Station.

After VE Day Wormingford airfield was turned over to RAF Technical
Training Command and lateo RAF Transport Commaritclosed as a
military airfield in 1947, hadrhited use as a civilian airfield in the 1950s.
However, the Wormingford Nissen huts were used for accommodation
after the war; some up until 1954t was then transferred to other
government departments until being sold off between 1960 and 1962.
The lam was subsequently sold for agriculturand partlyused by the
Essex and Sussex gliding club

Opposite Jenkins Farm on the west side ofdRam Road, there is a
memorial to commemorate the USAAF airméhat lost their lives in
WWII.

Wormingford USAAF War Memorial. W. Shepherd
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South east of the airfield in the woods near the old site of Thrift Farm,
there are still some remnants of buildings blast shelters and air raid
shelters. The map recording placement of the accommodation blocks
shows the vastness of the site.

Surviving Air Raid Shelter in Woods on Thrift Farm.
M.Hamilton -Macy

104



Surviving Blast Shelter in Woods on Thrift Farm. M. Hamilton-Macy.

Sources of Information

Pages 93,94 heritagecalling.com/2022/11/10/thestory-of-the-us-army-air-
forcesin-britain-during-the-secondworld-war/

Page 95,97,98wvww.americanairmuseum.com/

Page 95to 97 maps www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/
Page 97, 98Journals of Wartime ColchesteE.J.Rudsdale
Page 98mhis Barren Land?at Lewis. 199illrind Press.

Page 99www.defensemedianetwork.constories/the-u-s-army-air-forcesstrips
its-planesof-paint/)

Pages 102, 103 Parish Council Invasion Minutes. Essex Record Office

Page 104 105Essex HistatiEnvironment Record 14383
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CHAPTERS
LDV - Home Guard

6Not much evidence of war except a gathering of local L.D.Vs
(forerunners of the Home Guard.) They wear tin hats and

never move without gas marks; everyone carries on e now. 0
M.F.

On the ¥ of September 1939, the outbreak of war, the Military Training
Act was taken over by the National Services @dnfrorces) Act with
conscription of all me eighteen to fortyone.

The thought of invasion was a serious thréa our country especially
after our British troops werg@ushed back to the Channel ports in May
1940. The government decided they needed tocregt part time
soldiers; those not already serving.

My grandfather John George
Shepherd born in 1899 inondon
served in WW1 in th&oyal Navy
as a stoker. | have my
AN YRTI (0 KSNI&hat [
was issued to him. He was fort
one in 1939. He was obw a
reservist in the fleet, butwhilst
waiting to be called upan he
joined the LDV.

Gr a n d DY érenband. W. Shepherd

So men like my grandfathgoined the Local Defence Volunteers whose
aim was 6 guard important installations and defend Britain against
invasion. They wereot watch ou for paratroopers and invading
commandos
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The response was overwhelming with so
250,000 men signing up on the first day. The
included those too young to enlist and those to
old, many of the older ne having served in
World War Oneor earlier conficts. This is
corroborated by some of the members of o
Fordham Home Guard. These in@dadnen like
John T. Firmin, William Davey and Walter Butl
Amongst our volunteerswere thosemen who
could not sign up as their jobs were classed
reserved occup#ons such as teachers, grocer
bank staff, bakers and railway workers.

IWM Collection

The questions for enrolmerior the LDVMincluded:

Name

Date of Birth

Address

Are you a British subject?

Nationality of parents

Name of next of kin and address

Have you served in Bri tish Forces?

An undertaking that by enlisting in LDV, you become

subject to military law and will obey orders and that

they will not have to live away from home.

9. An understanding that by enrolling in LDV, they will
not get paid for their service.

10. An unders tanding that if they incur a disability
attributed to their service in LDV any claim for
compensation will be dealt with under the same
regulations for the time being in force and the same
terms will apply as to private soldiers and their
families.

11. An und erstanding that they are enrolling for the time
period not exceeding the duration of the present
emergency, that your period of service is determined
in accordance with the Army Council and they or the
applicant can apply for 14 days & n oinwriting.

ONokwNE

Many nicknames prevailed as the mixture of young and old LDV came

together in village halls. In July 194Uinston Churchill changed the
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name to the Home Guard. Eventually proper uniforms were issued and
training began even though their initial weapons weséten second

KFyR IyR y2i FAQ F2NJ LJdzN1}2aSe DI
homemade weapons were replacedt @ne time Fordham Heath man

James Robert Chamleyho wasin the LDV and latethe Home Guard,

was me of the only men who had a gun becatmewasa farmer.

There were some special units among the Home Guard too. The Essex
Rivers Catchment Board, with valuable knowledge of the coastal
marshes and inlets formed a company. Paxmans had their own group
and the 18 Essex (35 GPO) formed a battalion tensure the safety of

vital centres and telecommunication and thHeondon North Easter
Railway (NERhad their own unitoo.

Another group were the Auxiliary Units set upli®40. hese were a bit
special because although the public thought of them as stipgroups
they were in fact top secret units. Many lived in secret bases in the
countryside trained in sabotage, explosives and hand to hand combat.
Their job would have been to sabotage anything that might have been of
use to Nazi invadersThe father of Nancy CannonRRobert Strathearn
was part of a Birch secret resistance group.

Members of the Birch/Layer-de-la-Haye Auxiliary Unit,
part of the wartime British Resistance. Robert Strathern top left.
108 Wwww.merseamuseum.org.uk



Local Home Guard units like Fordham knew their area and the people
who lived there, so angtrangers would be subject &hecls. The Home
Guard had a number a&sporsibilities, includingaking down road signs
and any local clues that might help the enersiyould they invade.

It made those in The Home Gudetl as if they were doing something
congructive in the war effort. TheiHandbook published in 1940 stated
the main duties of the Home Guard. Duties included patrols, road blocks,
and checkingdentity cards, guarding ammunition dumps or installations
such as gas works. Aircraft that had been shot down had to be found
and pilots captured; thus a basic German nekde be learned. They
defended key communication points and factories against possible
capture They were tanaintain control ofthe civilian population in the
event of invasion, in order to prevent panic and ensure routes were not
blocked.

At the bottom2 ¥ CA RRf S NI & onk bffthe pile s tidah € f
guardedHammonds Bridge, a strategic entry point into thikage;if you

look on the opposite sideof the road to the pill box you will see
remnants of antitank traps. You will find more informan aboutthe
defence of the area in thet@pter6 W5 S F StifeFCawyitE/side Q

In her diary entries Millicent Fairhall also describes what she saw as she
entered the village on her bicyctitially Fordham appeared unaltered.
Not much evidence of warxeept a gathering of local LDVs. Sandbags
and sentries everywhere, concrete block houses were being erected,
barbed wire and sentries guarding bridges. Those guarding the entries to
the village wore tin hats and never moved without gas marks; but by
nowelsNE2YyS OFNNASR GKSYQ®

In Colchester, Home Guard units amalgamated ARP training and many
units responded to firdighting duties and manned their own stirrup
pumps.As time went on, the role of the Home Guard evolved far from
its early conception.
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At arti-aircraft sites throughout Britainincluding the ones around
Colchesterthe Home Guard now manned 3.7" guns and multiple rocket
launchers. They also mannedhe 4.7" and 6" guns of the coastal
artillery batteries and undertook the highly specialised at@mhgerous
work of bomb disposal around the country.

The organisation of Home Guard groups in Estengedmany times

from its inception from starting out as the LDV The changesto
companies and platoons awdfficult to explain withabsoluteclarity. To

get a better understanding of how the Essex Home Guard was formed

and amalgamatedR dzNRA y 3 G KS g NEY (/KSdzM1223 2 o
Major Peter Finch is an essentiald.

The 8th Battalion had nearly two thousamden of which six hundred

and fifty were in the Colchester dinpany. The 8th, 9th, 17th & 18th
Battalions made up the Colchester Company. It is not a simple task to
explain the groups to which oltssex men belonged to #$s complex.

C A y ©doliQendeavours to explaithe complexities of e developing
groups in Essex and there is a chapter on each group. There is a lot of
detail about the roles played by the Essex Home Guard and there are
photographs of different Home Guard group8elow is some
information regarding The"8Essex Battalio Home Guard, Colchester
Sectortaken from the chapter withthe same name.

In summer of 1941 There were 4 companies:

Colchester Companywas Platoon Nol, No2, No3, No4, LNER and
Paxmans.

Boxted Companyvas Dedham Platoon,ldham Platoon, West Bergholt
Plaoon, Wakes Colne Platoon and Boxted Platoon.

Halstead Companywas Bulmer Platoon, LamarsPlatoon, Gosfield
Platoon,Colnes Platoon. Halstead Platoon and Halstead Town Guard.
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Yeldham Companywas Ridgewell Platoon, Yeldham Platoon, Steeple
Bumpstead Platom and Foxearth Platoon.

By the end of May 1942 Colchester had over three thousand Home
Guard members, although the top age range of conscription had
increasedto fifty-one and all females twenty to thirtwere liable to be
called up with exemptions. The ICbester Company did lose many
senior officers beause of the age extension to fifopne. Some of the
younger members now being called up had experienced some training
They had beertrained to drill, use weapons and think like a soldier.
Many units suffeed as conscription eventually took away some of the
younger men who had been trained.

In our Fordham photograph which was taken in 1944, there is no
Laurene White as he was nown war service he later became a
prisoner of warlnitially, Laurence was a ember of the Home Guard.

In 1943there wasfurther reorganistion which would have affected our
men; Bated Company was divided into three.

C Company Dedham
F Company Aldham,
G CompanyWest Bergholt

The1944 photograpia K2 6 A y 3 WC 2 NR Kaken outsRiertiSe D dzk
black barnclose to All Saints Church, Hasen labelled adlo 2. Platoon

F Company 8th Essex Home GuaBoldo we presume they were part of
AldhamF Company originally Boxted Company?

WEYSa [/ KIFIYfSeQa R2Odzodiidiypario? e a K 2
Boxted CompanyLDV and on the *1 of September 1943 he was
transferredto F Company'8Essex{ome GuardTherefore it is likely the

YSy 2y 2dzNJ WC2 NR Kdrigih@llyBo¥#ed Ganfadyg LDK & ¢
but we have no other documentation to cofsorate this assumptionit
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is far to say that members of the 8th EsgexXCompany unit&ere based
mainly around their villageand lived locally.

Our village has always referred to our group of men as Fordham Home
Guard, but no official Fordham Home &d is mentioned in Major Peter
CAYyOKQa o06221®

No. | PLATOON (ALDHAM) “F" COY. 8h BN. ESSEX HOME GUARD
1944

Aldham Home Guard. C. Child.

To confound matters further, Carole Childrecently sent FLHS
photographs of her Bonner ancestordncluding the following
photograph- No.1 Platoon Aldham F Company

Carole askedh simpé question. Wiy is her father Colin Bonner from
Rams Farmdfdham shown on the Aldham Home Guard photograph
and not the Fordham one where he lived@arolewas also able to
identify Frederick Doe another Fordham man and parish councillor on
the same photoraph. So you can understand the difficulties for family
trying to identify exactly which group theFordhamancestors belonged

to.
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Jim Scarlet and Kenny Connell outside Hme Guard
Headquarters Fordham Heath J.Scarlett Collection.

2SS (y2s CRINRKEKS I ®YS Ddzr NRQ YSi
Fordhamfor meetings and trainingas recordedn the minutes ofthe
Parish Invasion Committee.

We also have thephotographabove from Jim Scarletfrom Fordham
Heah showing the headquarters of 8th (Colchester) Essex Home Guard
Battalion C Company Headquarters

The LDV enrolmendocument belongingto James Chamleyghows he
WaG22R RZdycanbe 4944 amd was discharged whéme
Home Guard disbanded dhe 31°'of December 1945.

King George VI praised the Home Guard for béinghty in courage and
determinationQ even though he admittedthat they were poorly
equipped for war against the ost powerful army of the worldPL 6 S A
it is the voluntary spirit which has made the Home Guard so splendid
YR &2 LIR2gSNFdzZ I O2YNIRSEAKALI 2F

The trainng was quite effective buin the end the invasion never
materialised. The Home Guard wasver meant to stop an invasion, but
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they could have been valuable in forming a resistance which would delay
enemy troops from advancing.

Men of the Home Guard would qualify for the DederMedal if they hd
O2YLX SiGSR seridedidhgitd &istéile194a4). If they had
joined, for example, iN942, allowing themselves to remain on the
Home Guardreserve, awaiting furtherduties until the end of the War;
they would not galify for the War Medh The medalvas only for full
time servicemen who completed twengight days' service (anthose

at sea with Merchant Navy). Firemen would be entitled to the Defence
Medal under the same time conditions as the Home Guard

HomeGuard Badges

There are may variations of Home Guard badgdecluding regional
ones.There were also fabric badgeEhe two at the bottom of the page
are from the Derbyshirand the Isle of Man
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Fabric Home Guard Badges. W. Shepherd.

Were therewomen in the Home Guard? Peter Finch mentions women
members in his book, however their roles invadveecretarial work,
catering and driving. There was no official uniform, but they did have a
badge; these are quite ramnddifficult to acquire

Womendés Home |
W. Shepherd Collection.

Thee was an interesting character in th&omen's Kme Defencegan
unofficial organisatiojy Dr Edith Summerskitiicknamed 'Flosie Bang
Bang(She was &abour MP for Fulham West, in December 198 ieir
unit had ro uniformbut anenamel badge. Recruits underwent weapons
training and many became Home @da\uxiliaries when allowed to do
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so. The organisatiodisbanded in December 1944, continuing as the
Women's Rifle Assodian.

JamegqJim)Robert Chamley
FLHS igrateful to Mary Chamley nee Carter ahdr daughter Carole
who provided us with the LDV ¢éhf YSy i R2 OdzyYSyin I yR
the LDV/Home GuardAccording to his military records, Jim was
officially enrolled in what became 2 Platoon F Company of the 8th
Battalion of the Essex Home Guard by his sergeant, Jack Bmrttia 1™
of September 1940,and acceptedthe day after by the divisional
commarder, Major Waller.

ThisLDVdocument gives us an insight into the formality of enrolling for
the LDV.The applicant and the enrolling officer both sign the form and
in this instance the enrolling officawas John T. Firmi who was the
company commander.

Information onLDV or Home Guard persagiris limited unless you have
an LDV applicationList of personnel are sparaenless you were an
officer or high ranking membegou can find information about Eex
officers inPeter Finck Book Warmen Courageous

JamesRobert Chamleyborn in 1921 was the son of John and Jane
Chamley nee Bradshaw. In 1939 James and hidyfamgre living at
Great Porters Farm. Father John was a dairy farmer and all the family
were involved on the farm in one way or another.

On the evening ofhe 14" of May 1940, nineteeryear old Jim Chamley
was at home with his family at Gt. Porters Farm, Fordham Heath,
listening to an announcement on the radio by the new Secretary of State
for War, Anthony Eden. Winston Churchill had become Prime Minister
on the 10" of May, the same day that Germarigvaded Belgiumthe
Netherlands and France, whilhe British Expeditionary Force was
retreating towards Dunkirk.
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Anthony Eden cald on menbetween the ages of seventeen and sixty
five, not in military service, who wished to defend Britain against
invasion, to go to their local police station to enrol in the Local Defence
Volunteers.

Jim was a farmer, milking cows twice a dag &elping to grow crops of
wheat, barley and oats. As such, he was in a reserved occupation and
was not called up for military serviceWhen he heard the
announcement asking for volunteers, he knew it was for him, and he
joined Fordham Local Derice Voluteers straight away. Initiallydhwas

the only recruit to have his own riflehé used to shoot rabbits and
vermin on the farm), and the rest of the platoon were able to practise
with it.

Eventually, the platoon was issued wiftanadian Ross rifl@ghichwere

five feet long, a rifle from the Boer War. They came in boxes and were
cleaned up by pouring hajrease onto them. They could also be fitted
with a bayonet They had no uniforms to start with, but he trained with
shotguns and his own rifle

Jim was ery proud of being in the Home Guard (which the LDV was
known as from July 1940He said thait was the time when he finally
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stopped feeling like an outsider in the area, after moving to Gt Porters
Farm with his family from lngashire in 1931, when he waen

The men trained once a week and went out on patrol in the local area,
including West Bergholt and Fordham Heath as well as Fordham.

Pill boxes were erected in the summer of 1940 along the River Colne,
part of a stop line, designed to delay a Nazmvasion by providing
observation postsind machine gun emplacementssixwere put up on

Gt Porters Farm. According to Jim, wooden panels were constructed,
concrete (of variable quality was poured in and the wooden panels
then removed. Some were seededth grass on the roof, and others
had holes in the middle for gun emplacements.

. 2 dzyTaafsporttransported the men and took them with saws and
slashers to trim all hedges near the pillboxes to assist their dieldsion

for machine guns thatvere put inside. The pillboxes and dams were
constructed in 1940 because of fear of invasion. There were three dams

put in the River Colne on the farm (Great Porters) and one at Mill House.
The ones on the farm were lifted out in 1946. There were gun
emplacemets built on the farm and on Fordham Heath. The men in the

| 2YS DdzZr NR ¢6SNB NB3IdzZE NI & GNF yaLe!
5SSTSYRa F2NJ NI AYAyIdeE

All six pill boxes survived the war, and are still there today, their
entrances filled in to prevent sheegetting stuck (and to deter small
children in the 1960s!)

Jim also remembered a visit from Lord Gort in his Humber car, who had
come alongto inspect the building of the iffboxes. He got stuck in a
ditch and Jim helped pull him out.ord GortwasCommaumler in chief at
Dunkirk, then appointed Inspector of Training and General €ffi
commanding the Home Guard in late 194l@corated with V.C. in WW1.

By September 1940, invasion whsught to beimminent, and Fordham
Home Guard was well armed, with el and ammunition. The men had
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learned how to set gelignite, and had set mines at Fordham and West
Bergholt bridges, ready for them to be blown up if there was an
invasion, to slow down the enemy advance. They had also practised
throwing grenades.

In the next few years, training included exercises further afield, including
at Weeley. There were also shooting competitions with the regular
soldiers at Colchester garrison, with the Fordham men often bettering
the regulars W2 Ky CANXA Y Qa 3 Nihe/drver cdpafer i S NJ
shootingwhichproutl @ aK2ga KSNJ AN} YRTI (KSNI

¢KS Odzld Aa Sy3daINI @SR WEKS C2NRKIY
| 2YLISGAGAZ2Y MPpnHQD az2yiKfe gAYyYySN
Private J. Cant and twice recorded Lieuten@inmin.

Home Guard Rifle Competition Cup. Donated to FLHS
by Lorna Edmonds.
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There is a Robert Has born in 1918 working as a farmattor driver in
1939 at Suttons Farm with his father Geqrge farmer, but no
confirmation that he was in the Home Guard.

J. Cant could be James Cant who lived atahldra Cottages, he was an
agricultural labourer, again no confirmation that he was in the Home
Guard. But we know his brother Stanley Cant was in the Home Guard as
we have identified Stanley in the Fordham Home Guard pdraieh.

ummer timefrom 1941 to D45 neant long evening®r hay making as
well as HomeGuard trainingOnthe 14" of July1941, Jm remembers
bombs were dropped on Cooks Hall West Berghlith was promoted
from Private to Lance Corporal in Decemb843.

As well as regular weekly trang, the platoon regularly attended Church
Parade at Fordham church on Sunday mornings. On one of these
occasions, a platoon photograph was taken. Howedien,was notn the
photograph. He waslso often not at Church Parade, as tmad cows

that neededmilkingseven days a week.

Church Parade 16" November 1941. FLHS Archive
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Members of the HomeGuard who served for at leaghree years
between 1940 and 1944 were entitled to claim the Defence Medal for
their service, although Jim never claimed his. His family commented that
he felt ureasy about claiming a medal for staying at home when so
many fought and lost their lives abroad

After the DDay landings in June 1944, the threat of invasieceded,

and the Home Guard was stood downthe 3'of December 1944. The
men of the Home Guardere officially discharged and the Home Guard
disbanded orthe 31* of December 1945.

Here aresome of the men from the Fordham Home Guard No 2.
Platoon F Company 8th Essex Home Guard.

Back Row Robert(Bob) GreenGeorge (Bill) Kettle, Arthur Ratcliffe,

Cecil Beard,eslie Taylgf-rederick Heathcote.

Middle Row John (Jack) Playle, Thomas (Tom) Leeks, Roland Morgan,
Alfred (Alf) BuggsStanley (Stan) Cant, Frederick (Fred) Norfolk, Arthur
Towns, Roland Race ardd Cudmore.

Front Row Fic Leek, Cecil Playleyalter (Wally)Butler, Henry (Harry)
Cope, John Thomas Firmin, Albert Dorrell, William Charles Davey, T.
Frostick,Ben Travis and Albert (Bert) Garrod.
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The photograph was taken outside the black barn next to All Saints
Church. ltappeared in the Colchester Gazette, in 1944, the men were
named; but sme incorrectly Rack, Codmoreyrigll, and Garrarghould
read as Race, Cudmoregriell and Garrod.

hdzZNJ WC2NRKIY 12YS DdzZr NRQ LIK23G23INI
discussion point. Whave spokerto numerous people during the time
researching this book and maimmave commented that they hadamily

from Fordham in the Homeuard; but cannot understand why they are

not on this photographFor James Chamleyd simple reason was that

he wasa farmer; his farm duties came first and he told family that he
missed many a church parade and photograph because he could not
leave the farm

FLHS has been able to cross reference names with the 1939 register and
other documents including 1911 cens@914/1915 occupants lis},921
census1930 eletoral rolls, baptism, marriagend burial records. We

have beerasrigorousaspossiblewith our research and hope we have
arrived at the correct information for each man.

Robert(Bob)Green
George Ernest (B Kettle
Arthur Ratcliffe
Cecil Arthur Henry Beard
Leslie Taylor
Frederick Heathcote
John (Jackylayle
Thomas (Tom) Leeks
Roland Morgan

. Alfred (Alf) Bugg

. Stanley(Stan) Cant

. Frederick (Fred) Norfolk

. Arthur Towns
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14. Roland Race

15. J. Cudmore

16. Eric Leeks

17. Ceil Bertie Playle
18. Walter (Wally)Butler
19. Henry (Harry) Cope
20. John Thomas Firmin
21. Albert Dorrell

22. William Charles Davey
23. T. Frostick

24. Ben Travis

25. Albert (Bert) Garrod.

Our Fordham Home Guard

Robert Green

B. Green is Robert Green born on tBg"
of June 1925, fondly known as Bob who
was the sn of Henry Green and Berthg
Green nee Ratcliffdn the early 1926 the
family moved to Fordham Hall Farm, livi
first in Church Cottages and théfill Road
Cottages in the 1930

Robert is a brother of Land Army girl,
Susannah Green, Suéeatures in our
chagi SNJ 2y (G KS 2 2YSyQdén dlsb YeRseen MM & v
Wo 2 @AA yAQ thelkate (938 witly others who were part of the

Home GuardAn ancestry tree shows Robert marrying Joan in 1952.
Robert died irR008; his death igegistered in Colchester
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George Ernest Kettle

The name Kettle is anothéamiliar name
in Fordham. To begin witlwe were
unable to confirm the exact identity of
this man labelled B. Kettle. This could H
short for Albert and there havébeen
men named Albert Kettle known to FLH

Kettle and Albert Edward Kettlen our
war memorialthat both died in WWL1.
There ighe Colchestefootballer Digger Kettle too. So it would seem an
easy task to identify thisian known as B. Kettle.

A later request to the community resulted with information being
receivedfrom the Greenwold familyThey suggestethat B. Kettle is

I OGdz2t £t t@ DS2NHS 9NySaid YSiatsS F2yR
Kettle was living aThe BungalowHalsted Road. He was recordedaas

brick and tile maker. Bill marridgleatrice Layer in 1936. Odaughter is
recorded on BMD records.

DS2NHEBSQA ahh ThentadlKettlavha senied in theRoyal Horse
Artillery and the Royal Field Artéry in WW1.George and his siblisg
Sydney, Constance, Cyild Elsi¢ NE NB O2NRSR 2y W2KY
163568 Their mother was Kate BallgKate and Georgéad four more
daughters after the war. In 1939diher Sidney William Kettlevas

working inTwickenhamas a Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes (NAAFI)
supplies manager.

Subsequent research has shown that George Ernest (Bill) is related to
our men on the war memorialthey were his uncles and George is
related to Digger Kettle too. Digger édbert David Kettle is &ousin
through his Uncle George adint Ernestine Kettle nee Cooper.
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Arthur Ratcliffe

Arthur wasone of the younger LDV men. |
1939, his occupation is that & cow man and
land worker so it is likely he would not havd
been cded up because he was in a reserve
occupation.However,there are many tribunals|
which show many agricultural workers were ng.«..*
exempt. s

Arthur and his familywere from Edwinstowe in
Suffolk. The 1921 census shewthe Ratcliffes |
living at Priory GreerAri K dzZND & F I K
from Edwinstowe Suffolkwas one of twelve [#5%

children. e of these being Bertha Ratcliffe wht—=

was the mother of Susannah Green (one of our land army girls) and
Robert Green also in the Hon@Guard with Arthurthey were cousins.

The Ratcliffes cme to Fordham between 1921 and 192%heV are
recorded on the 1929 Electoral Roll for Fordham.

ArthurQa  LJ- Wakef (Raiiffe and Annie ElizabettBowers were
married in 1905in Suffolk. Arthur was bormon the 6" of September
1912.

In 1939 Arthur was living in Fossetts Lane with his large family. They
were very muchinvolved in agricultural work. Hisather was a
stockman ora farm, vothers Frank and Albert were cowmen and land
workers. Florence his sister was a Land workeMitchell the youngest
Ratcliffe was a dairy lad.

Arthur married Ada Beardn the 30" of November 1940shewas the
daughter of William BeardAdaBeardalso lived in Fossetts Lane with
her family. In 193%da was living with her widowed mother Mary Ann,
her fathe having died in May 1928 aged sitiyo. William Beardwvas a
farm worker at Fordham Ha#dnd worked for Roland Warren. Arthur
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Ratcliffe6 K2 € F SNJ f A@GSR G vdzAif G§SNR& DI
at All Saints Church dhe 12" of April 1979.

Cecil Athur Henry Beard
Thanks to the Marilyn Beard we can
confidently say that C. Beard is Cecil Arth
Henry Beard. He was the son of Frederi
William Beard and Alice Sarah Bule was
bornin 1917.

The Beard family is ahallenglngfamlly to
resS I NO K VA= S KT
grandparents John Beard and
Woodward to thank for providing twelve
children who inturn also had rather a lot of
children though sadly threeof their children
died as babies.

In 1939 Cecil, his parenand one othewere living at 3Ponders Road.
Ceclwda | K2NASYlIY 2y | FINXY YR KAA

™y -

CecilBeardmarried Rose Werwh in 1939,
one of his sistersMargaret (Peggy) Beard
married the brother of Rose, also calle
Cecil. So researcheis this family have
much to keep them busy sorting otite |g
family connectios. From the age of &
fourteen, Cecil had worked for three
generations of the French fdlp at
Bullbanks.
Cecil loved gardeninginkering around in
his shed making and repairing thps.
I SOAt CQave Fslpafrhidsidn to use th@s
photograph of Cecil in his beled garden [&¢
taken in 1984. —
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We are fortunate to have a wonderful school photograph of All Saints
School] Fordhamwith an estimated date givelas 1927/28. Cecil was
named in thigohoto with his threesisters Dorothy, Peggy and Winifred.
Other school childreimave beendentified by relations otheir families.

As adults these childrewill go on tosupport the village during the war.

I~ S Elsi€” - ‘
; ' \\”[L“ Dorothy (Lul “.\.
Bes ud Beard M lrLll’ctB rett

\J

Agnes i a Dori inif g i
erl,hl ! i SO "
) | <1~ ¥ Kenneth
Wnnfm lhom;g&“' * ?
Bwrd Betty  Gibbons
; Blrn,lt
James

il
Wright

All Saints School ¢.1927/28 FLHS Archive

Jean \7Vrighl

Leslie Walter Taylor

Lesliewas born in1904 and baptised on the
29" of January 1905 at All Saints Churg
C 2 NRK I YsffatherBavitiwaSrarried to
EmilyCater.
In 1939 Leslie Taylor waliving at Quilters
Green with his father David. When Leslie w
younger, he lived with hisfamily at
Arcrendines Farmhousdis father David and
eldest brother were farm labourers a
| NOKSYRAYySao® [ Saf A{
machinist Leslie never married, he died in
1979. Records show.eslie wastte youngest

of sevenchildren.[ S &t A S @QratherSwiakt®venty years older than

127



him. His father David had also wa#d for J. Hawes at Suttons Far@ne
of [ S & fsisteBsBlsie married George Frederick Fox and their daughter
Vera was one of our Land Army girls.

Frederick adhn Heathcote

Frederi& wasborn on the 4™ of August 1874
and died in 1957 age eighty three Frederick
lived at Kyloe Cottage Penlan Hall Lari¢e
was awell-travelled man working in the tea
industry. On the 1939 register it gives hé
employment aslea Plante® Superintenden

Hetravelled toSylhetin India, well known for
its tea gardens and tropat forests; it isthe e
largest city in Bangladesh and said to be t _Fg*
birthplace ofthe Bangladesh tea industry.

C NB R S NA& O |EmiieTuérrerfo8rnod theB"™ of November 180. In
1946 Frederick and Emilsailedto Bombay Indi on the Empress of
Scotland,it stated on the passenger list that Bombay was to be their
permanent residence. Haver Fredericks buried at All Saints Church in
Fordham.

John Charles Playle

Johnwasborn on the 11" of May, 1904 from his
FILOKSNDa aSae yigol tor [JaddN
Whitmore who wasfrom Suffolk.

The Playles ran the village store, post office a
bakery in Ponders Road. Joliondly known as
Jack,was the second eldestfdive brothers the
others being Percy, Cecil Bertie (also in the Ho
Guard), Stanley angbungest brotherArthur who
was n the Aldham Fire Service (seeapter 10.)
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Recorded in the 1921 census, John is an assistant baker and living with
his family. By 1939 he is recied on the national register as a master
baker and living with his wife Margaret Beard who he married on the
26" of December 1936 at Allagits Church Fordham. They had two
children David and Diane.

As a baker, Jack was in competition with his broiihndaw Charles (Jim)
Beard who was a baker just down the road to John and Margarteat
Ford Street Baken/fter John married Margargaffectionaely known

as Girly Play)e he went to liveat the family hone in the cottage on
Wash Cornewith her father, Charles Beard, Charles was an invalided
soldier from WW1. The cottagis where Margaret was born anshe
lived there for ninety nine yeardohn Charles Pliydied 1971 age sixty
sixand wife Margaret died in 2009 livingp the grandold age of one
hundred and oné

Thomas William Leeks
We have twomembers of the Leeks family oour Home Guard
photograph Thomas WillianLeeks and one of his
sons Eric éeks. Both men worked as horseme
on a farm doing heavy work. Another so
Donald was a labourer on a poultry farm.

Father Thomas Leeks was born in 1891 and
married to Magaret Alice Pilgrim, they had si
children. Tragically Margaret died in 19323 a
result ofgiving birth to twins Emm and George

In 1939, the family are living in Mill Road
although Emma and George are not recorded
Eldest son Eric Leeks was born in 1918 and he married Gwendoline
Webb in 1948. We have a wintery photo showing Eric clearing snow with
other villagers inluding Robert Green. Eric died in 1980 and his father

earlier in 1951.
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Roland Charles Morgan
Rolandwas born in Fordham it906 and baptised in
All Saints Churchw2 f I Y RQa  LIJIChNBey

married Fances My Carterin 1938.

Roland was ninetpnewhen he died in 19971n 1939
Roland and his family are livingSpring Lan&ight
Ash GreenHe igecordedas an ARP warden.

Alfred George Bugg

Alfred was lorn in 1885 and diedn 1974,
he married EmilyKeeble in 1905shepassed
away in 1951. They are bothburied at All
SaintsChurchFordham.The couple had a
son Alfred and twodaughters Emily and
Ruby.Emilyworked at the Stapublic house
as a barmaid and Ruby was a silk
worker/throwster. Therewere mary jobs in
the silk industry A silk twister spun the raw threads, a silk drawer drew
threads from the silk waste for spinning, and a silk piecer joined the
ONRB{1SYy (GKNBI Ra iKN2SAKISINGINt sheltdisted | & |
the threads of silk together

If our Home Guarghoto iscorrectlydated at 1944, Alfred George Bugg
would be fiftynine. Hs sonAlfred W. Bugg would be thirtyevenand
lived in the village. Ae photo shows an oldenan; therefore we believe
our Home Guard man wabe licenseeof the Star Inn

If he was thdicensee of the pub, hevould havehad a busy time during

the war. Alfred Bugg and his wife ndly were living at the Staon
Fordham tgath. Alfred is recorded as a licenséctwaller and gardener.

Wife Emily is recorded a2dh y 3 WK2dzaSK2f R RdziASa
coursemeant she was housewife.
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The Starwas used as a mess for soldiers manning thefedices on
Fordham Heath. The pub wabombedon the 13" of October 1940
setting fire to the thatched roofThe Sta waslater rebuilt inthe 195G.

. 2dz Oy &S$S ! f T @tlen ovér h&dodr.aThe[rdof&E vy & S
covered with tarpaulin after the bombing.

Licensee Alfred G. Bugg. The Star Inn. FLHS Archive.

Stanley Harold Cant

Stanley was born in1912, the son of
George Cant and Rose Emily May Wrig
He had a brotherJames Ernest Georgg
and a sisteMera Maisie

Stanley married Catherine Clara Cope ¢
the 23° of March 1940 in All Saints

Church Fordham
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This was aeal family affair with faters and brothers bearing witness
from both sides of the family. elss than three months after their
wedding, @ (i K S\sstgt EMDel Elleralso married. Their father was
Henry James Copeho was the foreman aFordhamHall;he was also in
the Home Guard ith Stanley.

Catherine and Stanlewere 6 2 1 K ¢A Gy SaasSa G2 (a1
Stanley Wright marrying in 1936. (i | y tnSl@ Feecy is remembered

on the Fordham War Memoria{. i | yf S&@Qa FIF i0KSNJ DS2|
WW1 with the Middlesex Regiment.

In 1939, the family are living at,4Alexandra cottages wittGeorge
working forthe council onroads{f G I yf S8 Q& Y23GKSNJ 42 N
Brother James waan ayricultural worker like Stanley.

Frederick Norfolk
Frederick WilliammNorfolk was baptised |
on the8"of  November 1914 at All
Saints ChurchWakes Colne.

His parents were Ernest Frederick

Norfolk and Lily Emily &vey she was
the siste of Charles William ®&ey
another member of our Home Guard.

CNBE RS NX O] 8len Makgdieéd Hognbviio was the daughter of
William and Emily Horne fronkFordham HeathHer brother Charles
Horne was killed in WW1; he remembered on our war memorial.

In 1939Frederick is living with higife and one other at Heath Cottages

Fordham Heath, his occupation i®corded as aniron moulder
CNBERSNA O] Q& dir$oBaCHchestar NBE O2 NRS
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Arthur Sidney Towns
Arthur was born in 1892n West Berghojthe =

was one of twelve children. His parents we @'
Frederick Towns and Mary Ann Clarke. /
father died in 1906 &g just fifty-six when
Arthur was fourteen leaving his mother wit
eightchildren to care for. -

In 1911Arthur and two of his brothers we [E
living with their widowed mother at one of the Watercress HaII cottages
DS2NHS w20SNI ¢2 ¢y arathe® Wa kiledFin WWII K dz!
in 1916agd thirty, leaving a wife and four young children under. six
George was a corporal with the Bedfordshire regiment. He is
remembered at Thiepval.

IN1916¢ KS 93aSE / KNRYyAOtS NBO2NRa (K
appealed for conditional exemption. Arthur was single, a milker and
ploughman. The appeal was stated‘Hst strong and dismisse@rhis is

Mr Heath of Mantells Farm Foxes Larigight Ash Green. Arthur
continues to work for him as shown on the 1921 census

In 1939Arthur isliving at Choats Cottages with his brother Oliver and his
married sisterEllen her husbandAlfred Curtisand two children Arthur
is recorded as a horseman on farm and Oliver a Cowman.

Roland Featherstone Race
Rolandwas born in 1901. Hewas a farmer in [

Richardsonwho was born 1912. Roland and |
Joan were married at Ardleigh in 1937.
Roland was oneof six children all born in |
Durhamto JosephRace and Jandlixon. The
family were from Durham andvere farmers.
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w2 f | fAtRe® doseph was a sheep farméiis eldest brother, John
Percy, was a shepher®oland was a herdsman and one of his sgster
Ednawasa dary maid as recorded in the 192&nsus.

By 1924, the electoral registers recordRoland with his parents nal
eldest brother John Percyhavingmoved from Durham to Dilbridge Hall
ParsonsHeathEssex

Emigration records show that 1952 Roland and his wife Joan travel to
New Zealand, their address is givas Plummers Farmyhich is stated
asapermanent residenceRolandreturned to England in 1956 with thei
addressgivenas Vale Farm Ufford ne&voodbridge Suffolk; hedied at
Bawburgh HospitaBuffolkon the 25" of April 1984.

J. Cudmore
In the FLISarchive we havejuite a few copies of
our Home Guard photograph One copy a
newspapercutting and itrecordsthe names of
our men, whichg fortuitous. However,we know
some of the names were recorded incorrectl
One we believe to be incorrecs ia J. Cadmore.
Searching theAncestry records, we have n(
Codmoresn or around Fordhanat the time; but
we hadCudmaorediving in Fordhanin 1939

There isa George Edward or Edward George

Cudmore(baptised Edward, but buried as George) he tvaish 1890 He
married Florene Polley in 1919they wereliving onMill Road. George
was afarm labourer doing heavy work has been recorded by a distant
family mamber on a Cudmore Facebook papat George was kicked by
a horse and lost a leg because of the injudadly it is George and
Ct 2 NB y O&ugldswha \Bay awW?2 casualty. There is more about
Douglas in Chapter 20.

However, there is a Home Guard link to George Edward Cudmore of Mill
Road by means of a newspaper cutting about his brqtireederick
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Percy @dmore who was killed in a motor bike accident after returning
from a Home Guard display. Frederick also worked at Fordham Hall for
the Gunarys.

There id_eslie CharleSudmore born in 1909 anavasliving at Snowden
Cottagein 1939, hewas a tractor drier. Leslie Charlesudmore was the
sonof Frederick Moses Cudmare

A possibilityis also a Joseph Barnard Cudmbogn in 1893 to Barnard
Cudmore and Agnes Potter of Wakes Colne. Josepling at Glen Isla
Wash Corner ifrordham. Thisnformation wasdiscovered froma 1947
GSRRAY3I y20A0S 2F WwW2aSLKQa RI dzAKI
George Watson (R.A.F.) the fostwon of Mr & Mrs Beard of Wakes
Colne.

Joseph and his wif&€lsie Cudme (2 8 SLIKQa 3INI YyRTFIF (K
father were brother$) are living at Badicea CottagedMount Bures in

1939. Joseph is recorded as an air raid warden, so being in the Home
Guard could be a possibility. By 1947, Joseph and Elsie have moved to
Glen IslawWash Corner, Fordham.

EricLeeks

Eric was theeldest son of Home Guard man Thoma
William Leeks and Margaret Pilgrim. Brias born in
Suffolk in1918 and he married Gwendoline Webb E
1948. o

clearing snow with other illagers including Robert
Green

Another photo on page 267taken inthe late 193G,
showsan outing of Fordhanmen. This includeg&ric |
secondfrom the left in the second rowhe died in |
1980




Cecil Bertie Playle
Cecilwas born in1906in Fordhamand wasone offive
brothers. When Cecil died in1990 aged eightythree,
he was living athirty, Church Road Fordharie had
lived in Fordham his whole life.
I S O pate@siwere George Playlwho was a baker
and Jane Whitmore who ran the post office stores
Ponders Road.
By193% / S OA f e ahd afdér HristheDPerc
hadboth died.
Cecil is recorded as a farm namger, younger brother
Arthur was a horseman on a farand Stanleywas a
baker.

Walter William Butler

aged sixtyone. Before and after the war, Walter was
butcher.

pictured in the front row of the photographtaken
outside the Barn.

Walter served in WW1 with the 6tiCity London
Regimen he was a lance cporal. His service record
showsthat he was married to Rosetta Emily Thatchg
They married orthe 31* of May 1914 and had three
childrert Florence, Walter ad William, sadly baby
Walter died

Walter joinedup in 1916 and wasent  the Western Front. AYpres,
he was badly wounded in August 1917. A year later he was wounded
again at Croisilles, he was demobilised in September 1919.
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WW1 Walter Butler (First Bed).
FLHS Archive

Service records shaw | £ G S NI & s dagng #rhE oihis children
in the earlyyears of the war as hstates he waseparated from Rosetta
and his mother was his next of kin.

On the 1921 censuthe couple are recorded togetheWalter recorded

as a widowerand Rosettarecorded as single. They have both crossed
out their initial staus which was a D for divorce. Rosetta is recorded as
housekeeper anivalter is a butcher.

Watercress Hall 1936. FLHS Archive
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In 1939 Walterwas livingat Watercress Halh Fossetts Lanwith his
second wife Daisystedman They were married in Hammersmith in
1930. The Chandlefamily wereliving in the other house also called
Watercress Hall. This was before the houses were converted into one

property.

The Butler children outside Watercress Hall.
FLHS Archive.

Thischarmingphoto below isfrom the FLH®hoto Albumof the Butler
family outside Watercress Hall.

Herry JamesCope

As the foreman at Fordham Hall, Henwould have
had greatrespansibility organising the work fothe s
agricutural workers and theLand Army igls working
on the hall land.He was also on the Parish Coun¢a"
Invasion Committee.

Henry was rot originally from FordhariHe was born in
Dagenham Essex. Heniig not recorded on thef;
Fordham Electoral Roll befor&932 He cme to
Fordhambetween 1932 and 939 wherehe is living at
Fordham HallHe continuedto live there for another
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twenty-six years util his death in 1967Henryis buried in All Saints
Churchyard.

The 1939 register shows Henliying at Fordham Hall with his wife
Minnie Bowers andheir nine children. Henry was one ofourteen
children himself so hewas familiar with large familiesHe married
Minnie in 1916 at Forest Gat®¥Vest HamiIn 1939, here is an extra child

living with them a Barbara Bowers who is just nine years old. | believe
she hado SSy S @I Odz (i SR onE NdPWest Bdmyas ra$ Q a
evacuee.  NB I NI 4 & aughfey df Redidthey HaByarl> R |
wife May Jessie Davies.

The Firmin Family
The Firmin family name ia name well known in Fordima and the
surrounding villages. ¥can traceéback toThomas Firmin a farer, who
diedin 1771 and is buried at All SainEordham.
Family trees areoften complicated, especially when fogenerations of
men areall called John Thomas Firmin! One can easilycgafused,;
fortunately, we have been given a great deal of informatidvoat the
Firmins fromLorna Edmonds nee Firmin. Sisethe granddaughter of
John Thomas Firmin born in I89This J.F. was the lieutenantn our
Home Guard.

John was pivotal in the running of the group of men we like to call
C2NRKIY 1 2YS DdzZr NR® b2 2yfteée ¢4l a
the military representative on the Invasion Committee.

John Thomas Firmiifl) 1824¢1874. FordhamHe was the hird son of

eight children and married tdRebecca Woodward. This poor man was
killed when his horse and cart ran over him. The family always joked
that he must have been drunk and fell off his cart when the tragedy
happened. In the Fordham Parish burial register R&vL. Lingham
records;W{ Aff SR o0& o0SAy3d NHzy 20SNJ o8&

f SFRAY3IAX Ay AaA3IKEG 2F KAA 206y K2YSc
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John Thomas Firmif2) 18621944was married to SaraHarriet Bailey.
John and Sarah lived in Poddrane;he was aselfemployedhay &
straw binder as shown in the 190&ensus In 1911 John is recorded as
publican, hatcher,and hay binder at The Star Inn, Fordham Heath
the Kelly'sDirectory for 1912, he is listed asbeer etailer. His death is
recorded as being &almons Farm, Fordham Heath

About 1910J.T. Firmin (2) Licensee of the Star with J.T Firmin (3)
with the dog by the horse Lorna EdmondsCollection.

John Thomas Firmin (3)his is our Home Guard ma
John was borrin 1897 in Fordhamand died froma
heart attack in1973 at Fordham Heath;John washe
fifth child of 2nd JTFJohnmarriedtwice, firstto Amie
Newman in 1920 afldham,they had a son callediohn
Thomas Firmin, known aack and of course the"4 [
JT.F. Sadly in 1922is wife Annie died in childbirth & 8
having their second child. i
John marriedNellie May Bailey in 1925 at Lexdellis
Registry Office. John and Nellie hadotwons Sydne
John Firmirand Benjamin CharleBirmin,both born on
Salmons Farm. Sidney emigrated to Canada §
Benjaminmoved to LincolnshireBenjaminA a [ 2
father.
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Our Home Guard Lieutenant,John
Thomas Firmin (3) served in WWL1.
signed up wherhe was too young, as sd
many did.His mother got him back out,
but he went back into the Armwhen he
was legally ableThere are three fixed
events substantiated by postcards to a
from him.

29.10.1916 aged nineteen (one month
after conscription).Johnis Private 8757 in
F Company, 27th Training Reser
Dovercourt. This would mean he would
have beenpresent at the Battle of the
Somme.

10.08.1917aged twenty Private 32598,
medal record state that he was in the
13th EssexRegiment, 6th Trench Mortal
Battery.
By January 1918, the 13th Es$ex been
RAao0lYRSR KIF@Ay3 o
new regiment is not known.

u»

21.08.1918aged twentyone, he sends a
postcard home with a heavily censore
picture of battle torn Peronne, France.
John did not returrirom France before his
sister Sarah Harriet died in Novembsq
1919. He was heartbroken to learn tha _
the sister who had been a Whitions [S555 ’ -
Worker at Woolwichsupplying him with - ——

. Joseph and John Firmin.L.
the trench mortars he had esl, had died 4 mondss co

from the influenza. This wasggravatedoy
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the fact that she probably had breathing problems caused by the
caudate they usedin the photo on the right you can see that John is
wearing a blaclkrmband; perhapé respect forhis sister Sarah.

It is known that John was wounded and gassed, butexatctly what
happened or when, he did have a wound stripe on his uniféreoldier
wore his wound stripe on his left hargleeve;it was about two inche
long. If you appeared on the casualty lists by the War Office which were
produced daily until August917, you were entitled to wear a stripe. If
wounded more than once you would be entitled to another. Wound
stripes were awarded from campaigns sitlee 4™ of August 1914.

Originally they weref gold Russiabraid, but these soon tarnished and
werereplaced with brass ones.

[ A1S a2 Ylyeée a2t RASNA KS &dZFFSNBR
two brothers, Walter and Joseph, also fought in WW1 and survived, and
a third brother Charles was too young for WW1 but fought in WW?2.

In 1939 John is livinwith his 2nd wife and sons at Heath Cottages,
Fordham Heath. He is listed as assisting his fatharregseman orthe

farm, and Air Raid Warden for Lexden & Winstree DC. His wife Nellie is
an ARP First Aider for Lexden & Winstree DC.

W2 Ky Q& (he e @uard Was trery actives he was heavily
involved as military representative on the Invasion Committee. But there
was also time for competitionn a rifle competition John was successful
with other competitors who also had their names engrawedasilver
cup.

W2 Ky Q& ghtbkloyhR Rdimdadkas fond memories of him.

Wly grandfather loved his family. Gardening was his passion, and he
would spend all day outside working in his garden, collecting eggs from
hens in his orchard, or talking to eyene who passed by. He was a

proud, stubborn, but privately humble man, with a manner and presence
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that could disarm anyone who didn't know him or crossed him! Animals

adored him! He "talked" to horses, and they would follow him, and

do

whatever he wantecthem to do. His control of animals was never

brutal, he calmly had some sort of magnetism over them.

If dogs misbehaved, he only had to raise a finger, not even touch them,
and they would look up at him and know they had done wrong. He could
ride bareback, and was an experienced breeder of hunters. He told me

how he had gone to war in France, on board ship taking soldiers
horses across the Channel, and stayed with the horses in the hold;
them, including himself, dreadfully seasick! He vmappier in the
company of horses than his fellow man, and | suspect téansrsed from
KA&d 61 N SELISNASYyOSadQ

W2 Kfjay aefusedto allow hissonsto join the army in WW2instead
they joined the Royal Navy.

Albert Francis Dorrell
Albertwas born in 1917 and was the son of Albert
Ernest and Annie DorreHisfather served in the
Royal Navy ikvVW1.

The family were living at ,2Choats Cottages e
Fordham Heath in 1939. ABNIi Q& 2 O O dzL I\
Fa | £ 2NNE RNAYIDSNIRa | &:q

transport of heavy and diesel oils. He married Ma

Josephine Cooper dahe 1% of May 1948 at All SaintgF =
Church Stanway, he was ten years older tha '
Josephine.

e

At the timeof their marriage, Alberis recorded as a
company secrelry and Josephine a telephon
operator. BMD records show they had two sons.
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William Charles Davey
Having served iWWW1 and received the Military
Medal, William Charles Davey was the ide
experiercedman to be in the Home Guard.

William was born in Bradwell in 1887, his pare
were William and Eliza Davey, his father wasj
gamekeeper. By 1901, the family had moved
Chappel Road in Wakes Colne where his fut
wife Sarah Warren lived.

William married Sarah Ann Warren on thd' bf
August 1907 at Wakes Colne. William died in 19
and is buried at All &nts Church Fordham with
Sarah, his wife of sixtgne years Threechildren
William Charles, Ivy Elizabeth and Eliza Earidy
recorded on Wil A I Y Q& ser¥ice record. A
fourth daughterDaisy Joan was born in 1919 arl”_"
baptised at All Saints Churdhordham

In WW1 William served with thist Herts Infarmy service number 32279
and later with the 4" Battalion Essex thertransferred to the
Bedordshire Regiment. This transfer from units was common if
regiments had been depleted.

In the school log book there is an entry about
2 Af f AsbnYCharles being admitted into
schoolon the 16" of November 1914age five
yearsand eightmonths.

Itrecords:WClF GKSNJ G CNRyYG X
AY QGAttl3ISoQ

In 1939 William and his family are recorded
living in Church RoadFordham He was a
horseman on a farm.
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The home of William Davey Church Road
House Fordham. D. Beard. FLHS Archve

We have many photos of William Davey and his family thanks to Doris
Beard (hé granddaughter) who is from the Tatham/ Warren family.

2 X f f Adughit@rsEliz&k Emily married Percy Harold Bakethe 21%
Januaryl942 at All Saints ChurcRordham Percy was enember of the
civil defence Auxiliary Fire Service (APA}rikk AmbroseDonnelly was
best man, Doris Beard nee Tatham was bridesmaid.940Patrick A
DonnellyK R Y I NNA SR 9ifiGolchesdi. & A &G SNJ 51 A

1942 Wedding oto of Eliza Davey and Percy Baker
FLHS Archive.
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T. Frostik
Thereare no T. Frsticks in Fordhanmin 1939, but |
there isaHarryCharles Frostick living at 8lexandra
Cottages Moat Roadwith Harry and Lillian Beard
Harry is he son of Emma Britton and Georg

twelve children all born in HarwichHis father &
died in1917 leaving Isi widow and sixchildren His
mother re-married Thomas Cassidy in 1918.

Ben Travis

1909 in OldhamLancashireand baptised on the

29" at Hey Lees John the Baptist Church
ManchesterHe was named aftdnis grandfather as
confirmed byK A & LI NBy (GaQ YI NNXLI 3
died in1975in Colchester

His nother Edith Mary Henshalland his father
Alfred Travis were married in 1909 Alfred was
twenty-two years older than his wife. In the 1911
census Alfred isecorded as aetired master cotton
spinner and they wereliving at 16 Malta Sreet,
Oldham

lf K2dAK . SyQa LI NByi(a
not been found His father died in 1927, ti is not
known when Bencame to Fordhamin 1931 he and higj}
mother were living at Hull Farm in Ardleigh, but ifi§3
1939 thgyare My 3 Ay C2 NRKI Benis §
a poultry farmer. . S yrfogher died in 1968. Ben
Travis narried June Sylvia Motis 1948in Colchester
they had four children all registeed at
Colcheter.

1948. Wedding of Ber
Travis & June Mott.

John Grimshaw.
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Albert Ellis Garrod
Albert has been one of our easitlome Guard | #
men to research,this is becausewe have a [
wonderful story to tell aboua WW1 medl found |5
in the garden of Fred Waters; the medal belongé
02 I £ 0 S\aM GarrddWé WoSthhhve
included this story in our WW1 bookad we [
known about it earliebut the medal was found
after the bookwas published, so we will include
in this book

Albert Ellis Garrodvas bornon the 21% of June 1902, héad three
brothers William, Ernesand Jack, alséour sisters Nellie, Bessie, Elsie
Margaret and May. His father William was from Suffolk and his mother
was Elizabeth Burrage from Norfolk. All the children were born in Essex
except the eldestWilliam, who wasborn inSuffolk.

Albert married Ethel Florence Wriglin the |
10" of Septenber 1927 (photograph on the
right). Three childrenlris, Gertrude & Dennis
are registered ofFreeBMD.IG A & b®theK
Ernest who is rearded on our war memorial,
he perished atthe Battle of Thiepval Ridge o
the 26" of September 1916; he has no know
grave and is remembered on the Thiepv
Memorial.
In 1939 Albert was living at 2 Ponders
Cottages Ponders Roadhe was a hbckyard
labourer.He ded in 1971 and isburied in All
Saints burchyard ! £ 6 SNIIi Q& 6 A
working for a market gardenet. f 6 S NIi BeSsie Zéver indeNbut

served as a Salvatiolrmy Officer. BrotheErnest died in Postjna Cave
Yugodavia in 1966 is ashes are buried at Coggeshhlif 6 SNJi Qa S
brother William Betie served in WW2.
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In 1911 Albert is living with his family; father
William, mother Elizabethwilliam, Nellie Ernest
& Bessie. Theiather served in WW1They wee
living in Marks Tey onoggeshall RoadYoung
Albert was aboy scout in his younger days.

FLHS has aept storyNB 3 NRAYy 3 ! [ 0 I 0KS
William. When Fred Waters of 2, Ponders

Cottageswas gardening, he came across a WW1

medd. FLHShelped identifythe owner of the : ol
medaliito St 2y 3SR (2 !t o SNK INNRR Oy T (

Boy Scout Albert.
We reunited the medal with A t £ grandsOna Permission of Garrod

Dennis he said he can remember playing with Family
in the garden!

On military medal record$ound on Ancestry, FLHS confirmdbat
William Garrod wagntitled to the threewar medals. That would mean
that he was in at the beginning of the warhese records weradex
cards created by the Army Medal Office towards the end of the First
World War. They record the medals th#ite men and women who
servedwere entitled to claim.

On the B of December 1918 f 6 S NIi QWilliaf IGariodnise

awarded the 19141915 Star, witthis other medalsawardedon the 20"

of April 1919. B then the Army Service CorgdSC)which he was
attachedto, was called the R@ Army Service Corps. A f t A YQa =)
medal is T4/144215, the T part shows that William served in the Horse
Transport. T1 to T4 means that the man was enlisted into the first to
fourth New Army depending on the number after the T.

T4 was also used for men affected by the compulsory transfer in 1916 of
men who were serving in ASC units of the Territorial Force onto regular
army terms.
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FLHSbelieves William Garrod kept his service number throughout the
war, medal index statethe date of entrywasthe 19" of November
1915 and that he served in France.

So does this medal belong to Williggenior or William Juni@FLHS is
going with theformer as wehave found photographic evidence that
William Senior was in the ASC. \ld queston that William Junior was
too young to have joined at the beginning of the war and be a driver in
the Horse Transpb Corps of the ASQNe believe belongs to Dennis
DF NNEREORYRTFFGKSNI 2AffAFY DFNNRR® L
William Bertie efisted, but as yet wehave foundno evidence of this;
but this does notmean it is nobut there!

William Garrod senior was born in Great Ashfi€laffolkand Elizabeth
Emma Burrage was born in Burgh Castlerfolk; they married in 1897
in Suffolk. Theieldest child William Bertie was born in Wyverstone
Suffolk in 1897 The family moved to West Ham where the next child
Ellen (Nellie) was born in 1899.

-

1916/1917. William Garrodand his family, Albert top right
Permission of Garrod Family.

In 1901 the family werdiving at 56 Stock Street West Ham, William
senior is a dockabourer.By 1911, the family hachoved to Coggeshall
Road Marks Tey andhey had three more children; Albe(Bert) Ellis

born in 1902(named after gtgt. grandfather Ellis Garrod; Bert lived in
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CNB R 2hbu$ed Hifielt George 1905 and Bessie Mag 1908.The
couple went on to have three more childre¥ohn Frederickbaptised at

St. Andrewsn 1912, Elsie Margaraeth 1915 andMay Phyllisn 1920.

A family tree on Ancestry has many photographs of tlaer& family
and this is where FLH&und a waderful family group of Wihm in his
army uniform withwife Elizabeth, eldest daughter Ellen, second eldest
son Bertie, Ernest, Bessie, Jomederick (ack) and Elsie Margaret. If
Elsie was born in 1915, this photo was taken in 1916/1917

Sources of Indrmation
The government website enables former Home Guard members or family to apply for a
DPA Subject Access Request (SAR) form. Information is very limited and with a few
exceptions it normally consists of one double sided A4 sheet of paper (Army Form
W3066) containing personal details on etithent. There are no detaileld of the duties
performed by an individual during his servi€é@n Ancestry and Find my Past there are
limited records, at the time of publishing this book. You can access Berkshire and
Durham records respectively.
www.gov.uk/guidance/requeshome-guardservicerecords
The UK Home Guard Officer Lists, 19945 available:
www.uk.forceswarrecords.com/publication/1211/diome-guardofficer-lists 1939
1945

Pages 107 108, 110, 1112Warmen Courageous. The Story of the Essex
Home Guard. Peter Finch 1951

Pages 110,114,138 My War, Home Guard Philip Steele Hodder & Staughton

Pages 107,109,110, 111,1TBe Home Guard Frank & Fiona Shaw and In Search
of the Real Home Guard. Stephen M. Cullen

Page 118&ww.englishheritage.org.uk/visit/blueplagues/johnviscountgort)
Page 1300ccupatiorhttp://doot.spub.co.uk/code
Page 133Ref.Suffolk and Essex Free Press 08 July 1943

Page 12 Ref.www.researchingww1.co.uk.
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CHAPTERY9
CIVIL DEFENCE - ARP

O6Fordham had its shares of air raids and bombs being
dropped. October 13th Star Inn pub in Fordham is bombed.
There are Air Raid Wardens at Fiddlers Hill and Fordham.
Children hid in the hedge as bombs were dropped in the field

opposite. Went with Mr Partridge to see a bomb crater
opposite. Planes very active, Colchester sirens also heard

twice that night. 6 M.F.

The ARR, Air Raid Precautions was part of tlévil Defence Servicés
World War Two other elementsof our civil defences were Fifgervice
GasDecontamination,Medical Service®bserver Corpdolice Rescue
ServiceandWomen's Voluntary Service

In September 1935, the BritisiPrime Minister Stanley Baldwin,
published a circular entitled Air Raid Precautions (ARMRis circular
invited local authorities to make plans to protect their people in event of
a war. Some towneesponded by arranging the building of public air raid
shelters. However, some local authorities ignored teular and in
April 1937 the government decided to create an Air Raid Wardens'
Service.

The task of cardinating all civil defence planning w#hen given to Sir
John Anderson, a senior civil servant and the former Governor of Bengal.
He formed the Anderson Committee in May 1938 with senior military
personnel appointed to advise on keeping the country safe from aerial
attacks. The outlined allmilitary bases, industrial areas and cities that
were likely to be attacked.

By September 1938very man, woman and chiftad beenissued with a

gas mask to protecagainst bombs of poisonous gas; this equated to
about 38 million people.
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Anderson wrote gpamphlet, Whe Protection of Your Home Against Air
Raids (194@where he gave advice on the services provided by the ARP.
He instructed that windows, skylights, glazed doors or other openings in
parts of the house where lights are used must be completehgened
after dusk so that no light is visible from outside. All lights near an
outside door must be screened. People should clear the loft, attic or top
floor of all inflammable materiat paper, litter, lumber, etcg to lessen

the danger of fire and @vent fire from spreading.

Thejob of the ARRvardenwas to patrol theitgatchQ I (i, enfurimyK G
the aboverecommendations were beingpheld If a bombwas dropped

in their patch the ARP would take control of the situation and offer first
aid if needed The wardensvould be responsible for getting peopie a
safe place if the sirens sounded or if whistles were blown.

After a raid the ARP would help Witrescuing people from bomb
damagedhomes particularly those who had made a Morrison shelter
inside the house. This was not an ideal shelter as many people could not
escape them once a house was bombed and many died trapped inside.
The Morrison shelter was a large metal table with mesh around the
sides and was inside the house opposed to the Andestmiter made

of curved sheets of steel and set outside and covered with earth.

The governmenthad made money availablel e
for materials for local authorities tdouild
public outdoor shelters. In large cities such
London theUnderground stations were ude

The advert showinglohn Booth and Sons i
Bolton, was one of the steel industrielsept
busy in WW2 They manufacturechot only
shelters for the public but other military
equipment such a$ailey Bridges and radal
towers.
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Thisphoto of William Daee Qa T NR Y (
Church RoadFordham clearly showswvhat
couldprobablybe an Anderson sheltenithe
next garden Thiswas home of Thomas and™
Caroline Southernwooih 1939. '

The ARPwardens did not always havehe [
respect of local people. Some considerg
them to be bossy and officiou®ne only has
to think of Chief ARP WardeHodges,the §
fictional greengrocerand chief air raid |3§
warden portrayed by Bill Pertwee irhé
62y RSNFdzZ a S NA Sexanple E
of this type of warden.

C2NRKI ¥Qa ! wt
We had a number of men and women from Fordham whlunteered
to become ARP wardengheir experiencecompared to that of an inner
city warden would be quitdlifferent; however the Fordham ARP would
still uphold their duty in protecting those around them from harm.
Although the dangeto rural areas like Fordham wasnsidered to be
less of a risk; it was still important that parishes should organise
themselves inthe event of invasion. As Fordham was close to
Colchester, there were risks. Colchester was a military garrison and
indudries around the area supportetthe war effort.

There wasa risk of planes passing oven their wayto London. Tere
was also thecloseproximity to Wormingford Airfiel and although the
threat of adirect attack on the village was sligtthe possibilty of stray
bombs being droppetiad to be anticipated

We do know of bombs beindropped in fields in Fordham and the Star
Inn was hit onthe 13" of October 1940Recordsshow bonbs dropped
on Colchester causddss of life such athe bombing of Severalls Lane
Hospitaland The Old Heath Laundry.
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Information on how Fordham could prepar
for invasion is recorded in the Parish Coun
Invasion minutes.Guidance was issued fo
the treatment of casualties. It was assume
that local doctors and nurses omld be
trained to deal with the expected type o
casualties including gas.

The St John Ambulance and the British R
Cross Society were ongaed and trained to
assist. All personnel were expected to kno
the location of the nearest First Aid Pos
Casualty Clearing Station and base hospi
In the case ofscattered hamlets it was
realised that it would not be possible for people to reachgtiAid posts
In the case of gaattacks,they should be taughhow to decontaminate
their own homesby dtending organized lectures.
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The ambulance and fire services provided training to many. All Wardens'
Posts were allocated a metal firsidabox that contained the necessary
supplies to deal with wounds until an ambulance was availabl®s AR
were issuedwith a first aid kit and many householdeatsohad kits.

THE HOUSEHOLDERS’

FIRST AID CASE

FOR

A.R.P.

CONTENTS :

COTTON (S BURN DRESSINGS, medium
BORIC LINT % ADHESIVE PLASTER = **
ROLLER BANDAGES, small EMERGOPLAST
3 medium
" " large

SOLD BY

Householders First Aid kit available to purchase from Boots
Property of W. Shepherd.
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The recommendation was that each parish would include:

w Parsh ARP Representative (later combined wilte tduties of the
senior warden).

w !ANJ wlAR 2FNRSYy 00G.2 06S NBONHz GSR

wA First Aid Party of at least four trained workers. A First Aid post was
required which had to be a suitable building witlgaod supply of hot
water. The building should be madgms proof and in times of av a
water supply in barrels kept at the post with a means of heating them.

w {OGNBGEOKSNI 6SI NBN&H
w ! GAf &dné or indredgtjuRds of six men under deader.

w /| 2 Y Yidny'sguad ¢ three or four motor cyclists and cyclists
(telephone could not be relied upon in an emergency, messengers were
required.)

w ' GIATI0tS GNIYALENI YR RNAJISNE

All these recommendations were discussed Rbordhay” Q a Ly @l aa
Committeemeetings.lt was comforting to read that the committee set
aboutendorsing anarganising all theseecommendations.

Although the ARP services varied arout
the country, the uniform of a navy blug
overall and a steel helmet was rmonon,
although in some rural areas the AR
operated without uniforns and training,
but wore asteel helmet with ARP or R of
it, plus an armband and of course all hg
gas masks.
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There were separateilver badgesfor men and women designed by
sculptor EricGill. The m¢/ Q& 0 | RA& -mabn style buttonhole
lapel fixing andi KS ¢ 2 Y S y &vdilable frdm3ABril 1937wasa
brooch pin designMen received their badge in a red box whilst ladies
received theirs in a blue beoxes supplied by the Statiery Office.

Private Collection of W. Shepherd

¢tKSAS BSNB 2dzNJ C2NRKIFYQa ! wt
Register; some villagers had more than one role.

(SN

Robert A Mills ARPWheekrs Farm Wood Lan&ordham Heath.

John T. Firmin(3). ARP,Home Guard and militaryepresentative on
Invasion Committee. Heath Cottagé®rdham Heath

Nellie Firmn. ARP First Aider. Heath Cottageésrdham Heath

Frank ClampinARP Aldham Fie Service, Fordham Invasion Committee.
Stone CottageHalsted Road=ordham

Harry Beard ARP Alexandra CottageChurch Road

Charles BroydARP Reservist. Brook Hill Cottagerdham.
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Mary Broyd First Aid ARP. Brook Hill Cottagerdham.
Ethel GurneyARP and WVS. The Bungal@Rancers Lan&ordham

Nora K. PhillipsARP and First Aider. Cobbs Cottage/Farm Church Lane
Fordham

Jack SpurgirAir Raid Warden and Invasion Committee. New Bungalow
near the Grove

Constance L WhiteARP and First Ai&chool House Mill Roadordham

Rose E.A. PertweeARP and First Aid Helper. The Willpwerdham
Heath

Winifred Heaton Ambulance driver and ARP Warden. Mill Hquse
Fordham

Lillian Beard ARP First Aid. Alexandra Cottad&lsurch Road~ordham.
EllenTowle. ARP First Aider. West Vie@hurch RoadFordham.

Dorothy Mills. First AiderARP Wheelers FarmWood Lane Fordham
Heath

Mary White. First Aid ARP. Highfieldalstead Road~orham.
Dorothy White. First Aid ARP. Windy Riddtalstead Road~orham.

C2NRKIYQa {SYA2NJ ! wt 2} NJ

Herbert Arnold Partridgevas theseniorARP warden in Fordham aad
important representative on the Invasion Committee. There is a good
description of Herbert in the diary of Mcent Fairhall (nee Partridyén
Fordham. @r senbr warden Herbert Partridge wasrespected member
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of the mmmunity andmore cheerful tharthe fictitious Warden Hodges
TNRY 5SnmyRQa !

OHerbert, a cousin few times removed ran the village store,
post office, curing and slaughter house. Herbert was a n
ebullient character, a big character, full of enthusiasm and
optimism. Big build, red face and drank at the Vulcan Inn.

His tiny wife Alice (nee Bibby) was somewhat overshadowed,
but on occasion could hold her own. o

There were many Partridges in Fordhamhich often makes family
research quié complex as you willnderstand from the passage below.

In the past using the same name within families was very extremely
common. There were two men named HerberPartridgeborn a year
apart, they were cousins; swe had brothers naming both their sons
Herbert!

Our HerbertArnold Partridge recorded on the 1939 register as being
born on the 229 of October 1877wasborn in West Bergholtthe son of
Benjamin Partridge and Frances Arndite came to live in Fordhaamd

ran the Stores.The other Herbert lived ifFordham borron the 7" of

June 1876 andvaso | LJAAASR G GKS [/ 2dzyiSaa
Fordham on the 29 of July 1876, son of Alderman and Edith Partridge.
¢KSAaS (g2 | SAUBrBaNENG Bajadih wieke Brivthers!

Herbert Arnold Pdridge of Fordham was one of twelhahildren born to
Benjamin Partridge and Caroline Arnold It is Benjami@ brother
Alderman anchis wife Edith Partridge whoiVed at BarnabysThis ighe
bungalow where MillicentFairhal (nee Partridge granddaughter of
Alderman and Edith Partridge) was evacuated to with her children and
her mother Frances Hannah Partridge naenold (known as Annajo
escape the threat of bombing in Clactdarnaby was no longer owned

by the family; it was vacant and to let.

' Yy20KSNI 2F aAffAOSyidiQa RALFNEB SyidN
6 Rid a visit to Herbert Partridge, who proudly displayed
some incendiary bombs that had fallen , inthe fields. As an
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Air Raid Warden he is a VIP in t he village. Trix came home
with a story of an air raid yesterday afternoon at Fordham.

Margie and David hid in the hedge at Germans dropped bombs

in the fields. | rode with Mr Partridge to see a bomb crater

in fields opposite Barnabys. 0

Despite coming frm a very large family, there are neaords online
showing that Herbert and Alidead any children.In his later life Herbert

is living at Quaker Cottag&reat Horksleyand still there when he died

AY mMppTtd® |1 A& ySLKSg | SND S Mighany I NI N.
Colchesterwas the informant.

Air Raid Wardens Baths
The role othe Air Raid Warden did not come without danger and loss of
life. In Colchester Charles Henry Leach of Butt Road Colchester died on
the 29" of December 1945 and Thomas Henry S#ara of Clacton was
injured onthe 4" of August 1942 and sadlyet later in the year on the
1** of November 1942. Thomas was the superintendent of the ARP
Rescue Services in Clacton.
Charles Henry Leach had volunteered to be an ARP warden in
Colchester.Research shows thatharleshad volunteered to disarm
unexplodedbombs. Hehad a heart condibn (which at that time was
incurable)

1931Wedding of Charles Leach and Ethel Hibberc
Permission of Leach Family
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He volunteeredso that younger men would not have to do this
dangerous job. Charles died ¢ime 29" of De@mber 1945 at home age
forty-three from his heart condition. Charles was born in Wandsworth
and was the husband of Ethel Grace Hibberd. In 1939, they were living at
Butt Road Colchester with son Alfred=LHS would like to thank the
family of Charles forlwing us to use their wedding photo.

At the end of the war, a Stan®down Celebration was organised to
celebrate the termination of the services of the First Aiders and ARP
Wardens. Twenty two Fordham members participated high tea and
later dancedn the Parish Room. Mr Moorevho was the Chief Warden

of the Lexden and Winstree Rural Distrittanked everyone for their
service and support during the conflict. Our own Mr Arnold Partridge

who was senior warden thanked those whboganised the celebratgr
evening.

STAND-DOWN CELEBRATIONS,
The First Aiders and \Vurglens cel_ebralcd
the termination of their services by
indulging in a festive evening. Il way
a very happy event and was held in the
Parish Room on: Saturday. Some
twenly-two members sal down to a high
tea, comprising tongue, new season
fruits, and vegetables, and ice-cream.
The ladies were chiefly responsible for
the arrangements and much of the fave
was given by those present. Dancing,

ames, competitions, etc., followed ;

iss M. Rideoul kindly gave her services
at the piano and &lso rendered some very
pleasing sclections on  her piano-
accordion. Mr. Moore (Chief Warden,
L. and W. R.D.) who was present,
thanked all for their loyal co-operation
and support. Mr.. Partridge (Senior
Warden) tendered thanks to the ladies
for the help they had given and to all
who had contributed for the occasion.
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Sources of Information
Pages 151,152ARP and Civil Defence in the Second World War by Peter Doyle.
Pages 1581y War ARP Volunteer Stewart Ross. Hodder Wayland 2003.

Pages154 to 156 Fordham Invasion Committee Minutes. Essex Archives
Chelmsford.

Page 153ournals of Wartime Colchester by E.J.Rudsdale.
Page 154www.ww2civildefence.co.uk/firsaid
Pages 159, 16Mlillicent Fairhall Diary. FLHS Archive.

Pages 160, 161WWII CiviliarDeath Records. Ancestry.co.uk.

162


http://www.ww2civildefence.co.uk/first-aid

CHAPTER10

Aldham Fire Service

613" October - biked to Fordham in two and a half hours.
There is an a larm on the way and fighting in the sky. White
streaks across a heavenly blue expanse and a bomber shows at

one poi nt. Fordham is beautiful in the autumn sun, a good
night. But a pub (The Star Inn) on Fordham Heath is burnt
d o wn M&.

I have included this chapter abodtldham Fire Service as thereds
connection to some of our men in Fordham.

Research has been undaken to identify the men in these photographs
FNRY GKS tAad F002YLIyeAay3ad | LIK2I(
Aldham; we believe we have identified most correctly, but would
appreciate any further information @nyone can assist

The NFSvas created in August 1941 during WW?2; it brought together
the wartime Auxiliary Fire Service and local fire services such as the
Aldham one. The service was open to women who were encouraged to
join through advertising media; they were mostly employed on
administrative duties. Around 370,000 personnel, including 80,000
women were involved at the peak. Uniforms wergaditional dark blue
double-breasted tunic, with a peaked cap whibad been worn by the
AFS.
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Aldham AFS. FLHS Archive

Back row:Alfred Edward Honeyball, Georgex, ArthurPartridge,
Herbert Webb

Middle row: Shadrach Basil Nfmlk, James Golder, George Véih
Charlie Bullock, Roland Smith, Hollis Baker, William Drane

Front row: Arthur Playle, Edward Norfolk, Arnold Frost, George Clampin,
Lewis Honeyball, CyRilgrim, Doug Richardson

In 1939,Leading Feman George Clampirborn in 1899 was livingin

Stone CottageFord StreetFordhamwith his wife Eva and widowed
mother AsenathJaneClampinnee Broyd The Clampin family have a

long association with that caige and village of Fordham. It was
DS2NHSQ& TFFGKSNJ CNYyl 2AfEALFLY [ (£
memorial at the top of Ponders RoadFordham
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I NJi K dzNJ familyl-absd Ha@ goodassociation with the village; his
father George was the baker in Pond&sad and his mother Jane ran
the Post Office.. @ Mo dZ ! NI KdzZNR& FIF dKSNJ
Stanley was recorded asbaker. Arthur wasborn in 1912and with his
brothersfarmedat Kings Farm

TKSNE A& Fy SyiuNEB Ay wdaRdTRursdfteea w2
27" of March 1942 The neighbours from the village had protested
against the Essex War Agriculture Committaking Kings Farm from

Mrs Playle who was a widow by that daté records that¥oung Playle

was given a thorough dressing doMiihisis likely to havdoeen Arthur.

I NJi K datwd@siCedl Bertie and John Charles Playle (John was married
and living at Wash Corner, he too was a baker) were both in the Home
Guard. There was another Playle brother Percy,Hauhad died in 1937
agd just thirty-five.

Fireman Arthur Playle from Fordham. HS Archive 165



Cyril Arthur Pilgrimlived at Valley Cottagesf
Fordham in 1939. We we given some
information andphotograpts of Cyriland his
wife Dorothyfrom one of our History Socie
members.

Cyril Arthur Pilgrinwasbornin 1911and died
in 1999. Hewas the son of Barnard Pilgri
and Emily Elizabeth Farrant angokvn asDick
Pilgrim tomembers of his family.

Cyril married Dorothy (Dolly)Edith Ethel
Bradshawin 1935 at Earls Colneand they
lived in Harlow in the 1964 ® 5 2 N2 { (48
was George Henry Bradshaw from
Northamptonshire. ]
He was killed in actionn WWL serving with ||
the Northamptonshire Regiment on th&l™
of November 1914he wasburied at Polygon |
Wood.

Dolly andDick's Silvewedding anniversary
thanks to the Wendon family for the use of
family photographs.

Charlie Bullockwas the grandson of Hhey Bullock who ran the Vulcan
public rouse in FordhamHis mother was (Florence) Lillian Bullock who
later married William Thomas Gulley who lived at RamsRarl915.

In 1939 Charles Henry Bulloakd his wife Dorothyary Cresswelare
living at Oak Cottage on Church Rp&drdham.Charlie wa a farm
worker at the time of his marriage in 1936 at All Saints Church.

After Charles Bullock died in 1969, Diwp married Colchester
footballer! f 6 BighBcKettle.
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1930.Charlie Bullock at work in Fordham. FLHS Archive.

DouglasLeonardRichardsonborn in Danbury Essex irl909was lving
at Glen I, one of the Wash Farm Cottagds 1939he iswith his wife
PhyllisElliston;they hadmarried at the beginning of that year

Arthur Ralph Partridge There had to be a member of the Partridge
family in this photgraphand we are not diggpointed. Arthur was born

on the 16" of January1893in Aldham son of Arthur Edward Partridge &
Laura Partridg@mee Mason.! NIi K dzNIWwas fr@m Sir&tf&raNSt. Mary
Suffolk and his motheirom Norwich.! NJi K dzZNR & F I & KSNJ NI
and storesn Aldham.The Partridge are synonymouswith our village

but these Partridges cae from Suffolk.

When Arthur Ralph marrieBllen Lavinia Law in 1917 up in Manchester,
his occupation is given as an aeronautical engiaeéfickers Therefore,
one would pesume he would not have been called up for military
service. In 1921 Anur is still working for Vickeia Manchester.

In 1939 Arthur Ralph Partridge was the sub postmaster and newsagent
at the Post Office, Ford StreeAldham. He had taken over fromshi
parents Arthur Edward and Laura Partridge who are recorded on the
census documents in 1901 and 1944 running the post office. They
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retired in 1939whenArthur Ralfn died in 1980; h&vas living irFrinton
on-Sea.

The photograptbelow shows the Post Gi€e and store in Aldham. The
IASydtSYFry Ay GKS R22N¥IFe& YAIKG oS¢
and we know that the gentleman with the horsexda wagon is the

carrier Charle§Villiam Death.

Partridgeds Post Off

Hollis Royal Baker (Joayas born @ the 7" of July 1913in Cosford
Suffolk By 1939 Hollis, his parents George Royale Baker and Kate Baker
nee Reynolds, his brother Francis and grandmother Elizabeth Reynolds
are living at Church Roadldham. Hollis married Florea Elizabeth
Norfolk in 1941 Shewas thesister of another firemanEdward Norfolk.
Hollis lived at Fiddlers Folly in his laliée; he died in 1986 ands buried

in All Saints Church yaréordham

Arnold John Froswas living at Wash Corner in 19@8th hiswife Sarah
and son George, Arnoldas workingas an agricultural carpenter. Arnold
was born in HoningtonSuffolkin 1892and was one of terchildren. He
fof 26 SR KAa Tl (wkrEingvigh h@ o _ththerihadythe
name of True James Frogrnold was a farm worker at Elmsteaith
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1921, living with his wife SarafBeatrice nee Howardynd daughters
Ada and Winifred.

In 1921 living at Gallows Greeghldham isShadrach Basil Norfolk and he
was boarding at the home of George Theobold and his family. One of
DS2NHS QA , A4 ErlyKThédbakl was to become Shadrack &
future wife. Shadrach was born in Marks Teythe 25" of December
1893 the son ofEllen Balls and Arthur Shadrablorfolk. Inthe 1939
register they wee living at Gallows Groyéldham, Shadrach dieh
1966.

George Willey born on the 9" of June 1907, waliving with his parents
George Wilby and Lydia Ann nee Gallifathey married in 1899. It is
most likely thidireman is the younger of the two George Véiis.

Edward Norfolk was bornon the 20" of Decembe 1911 In 1939
Edward wa living at 11 Oak Tree CottagesAldham with his sister
Ct2NByOS YR 6AR26SR TFI (I KSNhaoedeOK I |
Elizabéh Knopp had died in 1918 agdorty. The AngleSaxon name
Knopp comes from the family having idsd in one of several places
named Knapp in England. The word knapp comes from the Old English
"Oy 2 S LILIZ ¢ hilltepSor stirnyit3

James Mitthew Golderwas born in Sudbourne Suffolk @ the 29" of
January 1900 and was one of eleverildren born toMatthew Janes
Golder and Eliza Pettitvere also born in Suffolk. In 1939, Janvess
living at Spring CottageFordhamRoad Wormingford.He was married
to Ruby Sheldr&e. James had fouplder brothers Geoge, Harry,
Frederick and Edwardy WWL1 they all seed with the Royal Navy. On
his eighteenth birthday James signed up aralso joined the navylt
would have been avorryingtime for his parents wh five of their sons
at sea as stokers. Luckitiiey all survived. Edward was capdroff the
coast of EdasAfrica in 1915 but wasater released by the Germans in
1916.

William Drane.This $ possibly William Arthur Drankorn onthe 23° of
December1912 to Arthur William Drane and Rosina Aldgate. In 1939
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William is living aManor Farm Great Teywith his parents and siblings
May and Harry.The two brothers are both recorded asady farm
labourers. There is a marriage recdad a William Dranan Colchester
1945 to a Monica C.V. Brown from Lint@ambridgeshire; but we are
unable to confirm this is theldham fireman.

Herbert Webbwas bornon the 16" of January1901 and living at
Checly bttage, Great Tey Pvad, Aldham Herbert wadhe son of Ernest
Henry and Lily Beatrice Welnlee Everitt. In 1939 the family are living at
Ford Street Aldham with hiswife Clara nee Kemp e he married in
1934. Herbert wa akiln setter. Living next door vgahis younger brother
James with wife &trude Foxall. The Webb brothers had two other
brothers Ernest Henry and Alfred Maurice.

GeorgeFrederick Fox was baptised, maried and buried at All Saints
Church Fordham. George wasorn in 1892, son of Edgar Augustus Fox
and RhodaMaria Woodward.George marriedElsie Rose Taylamn
Christmas Da$919.

In 1921 George isving at QutersDNB Sy gA G K 9f aAxSQa
Emily Taylarwife Elsieand new daughter Vera Georgina Fo%eorge
was a ploughman working for Mr Bland dareatPorters Farm.

George and Elsie had threhildren Vera, Margery and Leonarth 1939
George is living at,onders Cottages with wife Elsiad daughter Vex
Georgina Fox. His occupation svaGolf Links labawer. George died in
1974 and wa buried at All Saints Fordham with his wife Elsie who died
in 1963.

RolandWilfred Smith(or Richard Smith)
On our photograph we have R. Smith. If wekldo Aldham, Arthur and
Louisa Smith havéive sonsand a daughter Leonard, Cecil, Roland,
Hatherley VerdunRichard and Dorothy.

So our fireman could be eithé&toland or Richard SmitRoland Wilfred
was born in 1913 and Richaiglyoungeyborn in1922. | think itis likely
the fireman isRoland.
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The family livd at 120ak Tree Cottage Aldhaamd father and sons also
worked for Mr Bland on Great Porters Farm.

Mr Bland the farmer waslohn Cooper Bland who was from Hale in
Lancashire was a farmer amd1939 hdived at Cooks Mill.

Aldham NFS. FLHS Archive

Sources of Information
Pages 163, 164ww.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fire_Service

Page 16 ARP and Civil Defence in the Second World WReter Doyle Shire
Library

Page 169ournals of Wartime Colchester. E.J.Rudsdale.2010
Page 169vww.houseofnames.com/uk/knop
Page 16WMilitary Records Find My Past and Ancestry.co.uk

/ K LJISNI mvn LYRA@GARdAzZ f Qa wSaSkNOK FNRY
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CHAPTER 11

Special Constables

6Alarm at 1.00 a.m. ltisac lear night, lots of activity
overhead. All clear at 2.30 a.m. Daddy just gets back to the

gate and the alarm goes again. He returns to the police

stati oMFO

In 1939 William Fairhall, the husbamnaf our diaristMillicent Fairhallnee
Partridgewas a heavyrainsport driver. He was als@ Special Reerve
Police Officer. ilking in Fordhanduring WW2, we had our ow8pecial
ConstableJames Arthur Shepherdames was a wood machinist bam
1916 inthe Braintree district and baptised in Kelvedon. He married Edith
Madge Caley at All SaintSordham onthe 6™ of March 1937. At the
time of their marriage they were living at Fiddlers Hill FaRordham.
When the 1939 register vgataken, Jamesvas workig as a special
constablehe wasliving at The Briars, Halstead Ro&drdhamwith wife
Edith andwins Audrey and John.

The duties of the police increased because of the war. In addition to
their usual tasks they were faced with additional tasksut as
combating the black market activity, enforcing the wartime blackout,
assisting the rescue services during and after bombing raids, checking on
enemy aliens in the country and pursuing army deserters.

These extra duties put a terrific straimdhe exsting workforce. As

younger members of the police force volunteered to join up (despite the
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government and local authorities trying to limit the number of men who
volunteered,) veterans from earlier wars and others who were
prevented to join up because @&ge or reserved occupation became
involved. These new volunteers were known throughout the United
Kingdom as the Special Constabulary. This masthe War Reserve
Police thatwas introduced in 1939here constables who were sworn
in underthe Special Catables Act 1928ad the full powers of a police
officer.

Figures for 1944 show there were 43,000 regular police officers, 17,000
War Reserve Police and Special Constables, and 385 women police.
During the war, officers were armed despite the tradition tthaur
British Police were traditionally unarmed. They had to protect
themselves from enemy action, sabotage and to assist the armed forces.
With additional older members in the workforce, the new burdens of
war work probably contributed to the growing siess rate among the
police.

Women's Auxiliary Police Corps (WAPC)

The WAPC was set up in 1939 and was similar toWae Reserve
Constable(WRG, excep only some of its members were attested as
constables. At most, there were 5,000 ftithe WAPCs, including 500
attested WAPC constables. This was the first step towards allowing
women to join the UK's speciabnstbulariesthat they hadbeen unable

to do up t01939.

Part-time volunteer police officers irhe UK who served
during the war were awarded he WW2 Special
Constable Medal.

It features an effigy oKing George VI, on the obverse,
with the words "FOR FAITHFUL \BAER" inscribed on
the reverse. The medahighighted the dedication of
special constableswho maintained order during
wartime.
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The idea of Special Constablss not new Special Constadd who
served during WW1rom 1914 to 1918 folm minimum ofthree years,
and performed at last one hundred and fiftypolice duties were also
eligible to be awarded a war servieeedal. Recipient®f the medal
under these conditions were entitled to a clasgarnibed The Great War
1914¢ 18.

From our FLHS Archive we have a list showing th&¥\il, Fordham
had a number of men who were in the special constabulary between

1914 and 1919. This list was not available to us when the Fordham
WW1 book was written, so the list has been included in this chapter.

These three men were sergeants:
J. Crawford Jom Crawford farmerat Fordham Place

C.A. GreerfCharles Alfred Greefarmerat Fordham Hall)

C.F. Green(Cecil Frederick Greerfarm worker at Fordham Hall
Fordham)

The folowing men were all constads:

F. BeardFred Beardcarpenter, Slate Housg~ordhamn)

H.J. BeardHarry Joseph Bedrcarpenter, Church Road~ordhan)
W. Beard(Walter Beardpuilder, Quilters Grea, Fordhan)

H. Bullock (Henry Bullock, farmepublican Vulcan Inn, Fordham)
J. CopperfJosph Coppenfarmer, Fordham Heath)

W.T. Gully(William Thomassully, farmer, Wormingford)
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H. Harvey(Harry Harvey, farmer, Houds Farm, Fordham

J. Haweglmes Hawesotato merchant, liford)

H. Lilley (Herbert Lilleyvicar, Fordhan)

H.A. PartridggHerbert Arnadl Partridge shopkeeperFordham)
W.N. Wear(William Noel War, farmer RochfordsWormingford

E. W. Somne(Ernest Wilam SomnerHead €acher, Fordham Ernest

was a Conscientious Objector.eHwas a special constable, ran the
{dzy R & {OK22f IYyR 22AYSR (KS CNRS
Ernest had taught at the school between 1913 and@.9Yet, School
managers statedhat: they did not think Ernesto be of the correct
characterfor a teacher; his position would not beailable after the war
FAYAEAKSR®Q

Sources of Information

Pagedl72 to 174
ww.open.ac.uk/Arts/historfrompolicearchives/PolCit/plww?2.

Page 174, 175. FLHS Archive
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CHAPTER12

Rescue and Demolition Parties

O6A German plane screamed to earth full throttle. We dived
indoors for cover. The scream of the plane seemed to go on
forever, but it was only a few seconds, then a thud and
quiet. It had come down at St.Osyth taking the crew with
it. & M.F.

Resgue and Demolition Partiasith GasDecontamination Teams were
another two elements of the Civil Defence Services.

Rescue and Demolition Parties

Labourers from the building trade weideal candidates for Rescue and
Demolition Parties, as they would be physigdit men between the

ages of twentyfive and fifty These rescue partiesere required to
assess and then access buildings that had been damaged during air raids
and retrieve ijured or dead people. They would turn off gas, electricity
and water supplies, repair or pull down unsteady buildings and generally
clear up debris from an air raid.

Gas Decontamination Team

As part of a Gas Decontamination Teaime men would be kittedbut

with gastight andwaterproof protectiveclothing;their role was to deal
with any gas attacks. Training was undertaken in order for the teams to
decontaminate buildings, roads, rail and other material that had been
contaminated by liquid or jelly gase

Three men from the village have been identified as belonging to these
parties.

Walter W. Sawyer.
On the 1939 Registeis recorded as a skilled wakas he wasa Post

Office engineer in the Telecommunications Department. Walter was
176



in the ARP and Decontamination Squad. He lived at a property called St.
Margarets in Fordham Heath with his wife Gladys iégj Sawyer nee
Wright andchildren Victor and Pamela.

William E. Revett

William was a roadman workingof Essex County Council in 198@;
was also an ARP warden and a member tbé Rescue and
Decontamination Squad. Hevéd on Brick StreetFordham Heath with
his wife Phyllis D. Revett nee Cant. They had married in June of 1939.

William Cant.

Also lived in Brick Steet, Fordham Heath and was in the Rescue and
Decontamination Squad. William was also a roadman working for Essex
County Council. William Cant lived next doorhe Revetts and he was

a brother ofPhyllis Revett.

Many villagerdhad more than one role dimg WW2; Stanley Playle was
one of thesepeople According to the 1939 Register, Stanley Playle was
a baker and lived at the Post Office in Ponders R&addhamwith his
mother Janethe post mistress and shopkeep@lder brother Ceil and
younger brothe Arthur lived with them too.

Stanley was one of five brotherd?ercy George who had died in 1937,
John Charles (Home Guard), Cecil Bertie (Home Guard), Stanley and
Arthur William(Aldham National Fire Service.)

On the 26" of July 1943, Stdey Playlecompleted a Course of ArBas
Training. His certificate shows that his training was held under the
auspices of the Chief Constable of Essex, and he acquired sufficient
knowledge of AntiGas Measures to act as a Civil Defence Warden. He
attended the fullcourse under instruction of a Mrs E. S. Sméltieal Air

Raid Precautiond. (A.R.P
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Stanley Playlé €ertific ate for his Gas Training Course
FLHS Archive

Sources of Information
Page 17&RP and Civil Defence in the Second Ww\éd. 2010P.Doyle
Page 17&RP Volunteer. Stewart RGA303

Page 17&nti-Gas Training Certificate. FLHS Archive

178



CHAPTER13

The Womenods Vol unt

6Phone call from Mary disturbs us. The house opposite has
been demolished. A dismal scene when | arrive home at
Wellesley Road. Two houses opposite demolished, glass and
clay e verywhere. Our house boarded up, incendiaries
everywhere. Morbid sightseers stroll along. Soldiers stop.

Everyone is nervy. 6 M.F.

Ethel Gurneynee Daveyaged sixtyone, lived at The Bungalow
Chancers Lané-ordham with husbandThomasHarry Gurney who wa

a retired bookkeeper Ethelwas born in 1882she married Thomasi

1936 in BlytheSuffolk.Ethelg & | YSYOSNJ 2F GKS 2
Service for AiRaid Precautions. She is the only woman recorded as a
WVS member on the 1939 register in Fordham.

The WVS, founded in 1938 was initially formg
to help recruit women into the Air Raig
Precautions units. Following some training the
role soon developed into a service aiding th
Home Front.

Their role was to assist civilsnduring and
after air raidsand help at emergency rest
centres in provithg food andgiving first aid.
They also assisted with the evacuation at
billeting of children.

They drove mobile canteens to dangerous areas to suppetand
rescue services anddaghose immediately afféed after a bombing raid.

Some very good books have been writtdrat demonstrate the role of
the WVS and ARRuthor Lissa Evans has written thréetion books
that follow the intertwined lives of Matilda Simpkin a suffragette, Vera
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Sedge and evacuee Nofeom about 1928 to the end of the wafhe

third book in the trilogy¥ FT2NJ +AOG2NEQ Aa JSNE
WVS and ARP worked together in W\Rother good book is Women

at The Ready, the story of the W.V.S by Patricia and Robert Malcolmson.

WVS Hat made by M. Hamilton-M acy

Sources of Information
Page 179 ARP and Civil Defence in the Second World War. 2010 P.Doyle

Page 179 ARP Volunteer. Stewart Ross 2003
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CHAPTER14

The Auxiliary Territorial Service

O6People are talking about the destruction on Saturday round
the district, especially at Little Horkesley. 6 M.F.

On the23" of September 1940, the church at Little Horkesley was hit by
a parachute mingcausing terrible damageahe surrounding area was
also badly affected. The church bells were shatteinto fragments. 13
century artefacts were badly damaged but salvaged and restored to the
church when it was rebuilt in 1958.

The Auxiliary Territorial ServigATSY Ay AGALFf & | G 2
service, was formed in 1938. Like the Territorial Arihyas regionally
orgahm aSR® ¢KS !¢{ o6l a GKS g2YFyQa
until 1949.

In our archive we have information about two women who served in the
ATS: Emily Sims and Doris Chandler.

Women had served with the Britishkrmy during WW1n the Wanen's
Army Auxilary Corps thatvas founded in 1917 but disbanded in 1921. In
the autumn of September 1938, when war seeniigely, the Women's
Auxiliary Territoria Service (ATS) was established amdanised on a
regional basis in the same way as the Territorial Army.

It incorporated members of the FirsidANursing Yeomanry (FANY) that

had served with distinction in WW1. Many former members of the
vdzSSy al NEQa ! N¥yé ! dzEAf AL NBE / 2 NLX
joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS). Howewerses joined
vdzSSy |t SEIl vy Rikary DNErsing SdrdBaN@AINIS). edical

and dental officers were commissioned directlyoithe amy and held

army ranks.
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Full military status was given in 1941; although they were not allowed to
undertake combat rtes. Wages were twithirds of amanQ,&or the
same rank. Women were recruited from all over the world. At its peak,
210,308women were serving with the ATE35were killed

As more men joined the war effort, the government passed the National
Service Acin Decemberl941;this allowed women to be conscripted

into war work or into the armed forces. On offer wdwetarmy (ATS

navy WRN$ and air force WAABR. Women between seventeen and
forty-three were allowed to join alongside veteraWomSy Q& | NJ &
Auxilary Corps members (WARC

At the start there wasno uniform and little training for women who
joined the ATS. They found themselves working askgoclerks and
storekeepers. Whettraining improved, roles evolved, Ih civilian life a
woman had learnedey skills she was assigned dutileat incorporated

her experience. For example a shorthand typist would be assigned to
clerical duties. As time went orthe duties of the ATS expanded.
Women worked as telephonists, drivers, mess orderlies, butchers,
bakers, postal workers, ammunition inspectors and military police.

Women from the ATS did serve in theatres oarwbut they also
contributed significantly to the Anf#ircraft Command of the Royal
Artillery. They took over roles that had been parhed bycrews of men
workingAy YAESR ONBgad ! fiK2dAK OATFAC
guns trey would find enemy aircraftdirected the gurs andoperated
searchlights.Some women served at permanent aaticraft camps

while otherswere on mobile units.

Ourown Queen Elizabeth Il served in the wartime ATS as 2nd Lieutenant
Elizabeth Windsor, as did Mary Churchill, the youngest daughter of the
Prime Minister.In 1949 the ATS was absorbed thg Women's Royal
Army Corps,which was disbanded in 1992The ATS gw®ed with
distinction throughoutWwz2
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In our archive we have information abothie two women serving with
the ATS: Emily Sims and Doris Chandler.

Emily SimsEmily was the daughter of Charles Sims and Louisa Cracknell.
She was born in 1910The brth records show that although shés
documentedas Emily throughout her life, she was named Margery in
the birth registers; obviously she did not like her birth name!

Emilyattended Fordham Village School with hé
sisters when her father brought them to live i
Fordham in 1917.

This photograph shows Nora, Emily and Edith
school We have quite a fewpicturesof the Sims
girls in school photographs.

9YAf e@Qa SAnRSash attended (RIS [
SaintsSchoobriefly, sheleft school orthe 7" of
January 1918 brother Frank was already
working

Sadly their mother was away in care and
Charles their father,was exempted from being
called upto WW1, brought up his son and four
daughters with a houeskeeper

In 1921 Emily lived at Idols Cottage and laser
the family moved on, Emily lived at Plummers
Cottage with her fatherDuring the warthey
were joined bybrother Frank and his wife Alice
with two little girls when theywere evacuated
from London.

When it was announced that single women between the ages of
seveteenandforty-three could be conscripted for war work. Emily had a
choice of war work such a munitions factory or one of the armed forces;
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she chose the ATS. It states in the Fordham Miscellany that Erily m
her future husband when she enrolled d¢ine 12" of December 1941
Laterthey had two daughters. Emily died in 2003 dgenetythree.

Idols Cottage, Fordham. FLHS Archive

Doris Gtherine Chandler Our other ATS member wad3oris Catherine
Chandlerborn in 1919. Our recordshew that she was in the ATS for
four years. She waghe eldest sister of navaservicemanSydney
Chandler whose exploits we have also written about in this bBakis
had three younger sisters Iris, Ivy and Lilian.

Her parents were Thomas Nelson Chan8lemin 1893 in East Haand
CatherineEmilyMachel bornin 1888, in Lambeth, they married in 1917
Fad {do . I N K EdseRasDosava bokndeNDdRand in
1921the family are living in East Hamhomas is a printing compositor.

The family hadnoved to Fordham by 192they arefirstly recorded at
vdzA f 6 SNRa DNBSYy FyR GKSy c2aasSada |

In 1939,Doris, her mother and siblings weeliving at Watercress Hall in
Fossetts Lanet KS G KSNBl o2dzia 2F 52NRaQa 7
Records show that he served in WW1 and it is possiblesdmeed in
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WW?2, but we cannot confirm this. There is a Merchant Navy medal card
for a Thomas Nelson Chandler banril892 Upton Park whicis possibly
52NAAQa FFAOKSNY . dzi O2y FANXI(GAZY
the 3° City London Royal Fusitieis recorded in a newspaper cutting of
KAd YENNAREFIS G2 52NRAaQa Y2UKSNI /|

Yhomas signed up 10 months after the war started, he saw service in
Egypt, was under orders for the Dardenelles when the evacuation order
was given. He then wenbtFrancevhereKS WgSy i 2@SNJ (K
GAYSaoe 1S gla atAaakidte g2dzyRSR A
Epsom Military Hospitél Q

In 1946 Doris married soldier Frederick Shetté St. Nicholas Church
Tooting.Frederick was a soldier in the E&urrey Regimenthe served
for eightyears. He hatbeen captured in Malaya and was a prisoner for
over four yearsThis has been confirmed by a newspaper report of their
wedding. The article also statedahDoris served in the ATS for four
years.

52NREBRAGSNI [AfALY YR CNBRSNAO] Q4
the wedding reception the bride and groom receivehany
congratulatory messages fm the units in which they both served
during the war. After their honeymoon, Doris and Frederick lived in
Mitcham, Surrey.

A newspaper accountdescribing the Experience of Private Doris
Chandler- date unknown

WAmazing coincidences occur at all times, but in a period of war, when so
many millions of men and women are on the move, unexpected meetings
seem moreremarkable. Here is a double example. Private(ris)
Chandler is at present doing voluntary service at an airbase in England,
meeting returned prisoners of war, helping them with their luggage
(when they have any) and generally bidding them welconmaehand
looking after them at the reception bask.
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Wne of the first planes to arrive brought in a Lexden lad when Private
Chandler was on duty. But for her friend, also in the ATS, there was a
much greater surprise for an ATS friend who was working withater
Chandler; her friend found herself face to face with her own friar{eé

Private Chandler also tells how she saw a VAD or WVS (she is not sure
which) looking rather lonely and forlorn, and went to talk to her. They
conversed in very friendly fashion darsometime after they parted

t NAGFGS / KFEYRESNI € SFNYSR GKIFG @
b2 NI KdzYoSNI I yR® t NAGIFGS / KFYyR
would not have said hatff6 K & L RARHQ

KS
fS

CtKAA WE2ySteQ ¢2Yly MohaguDbyjlasTSeod i [ |
she was the eldeslaughter of the8th Duke of Buccleuch and in 1940
served with the Civil Nursing Reserve, working at a military hospital in
Dumfries. She later joined the Women's Royal Naval Service (WRNS)
and @w action aboard th Mauretaniabefore being posted to Australia.

She was promoted to the rank of Acting Third Officertoa 13" of

October 1944 and confirmed in the rank tire 19" of October 1945. In

1946, she married Hugh Percy, 10th Duke of Northumberland at
Westminser Abbey and became the Duchess of Northumberland.

There were many comfort funds set up in WW2 to support men and
women in the war effort. In 1939The Dehess of Northumberland set
uptKS U! dzZEAE AFNE ¢SNNAG2NAIFIBSPONIIA OS
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Sources of Information

Page 181, 182 ARP and Civil Defence in the Second World War. Peter Doyle
2010

Pages 181, 18®/omen at the Ready. Patricia and Robert Malcolmson 2014
Page 181ournals of Wartime Colchester. E.J. Rudsdale.2010

Page 182vww.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2

Page 182vww.nam.ac.uk

Page 183 to 186LHS Archives

Page 186
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Percy, Duchess_of Northumberlan

187


http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2
http://www.nam.ac.uk/

CHAPTER15
First Aiders

O0A lovely night. Shame to be indoors. Planes appear at

9.45pm. 1 sound of distant bombs. The night heavy with
scents T | wander in and out sniffing the air and watching
the searchlights. 6 M.F.

The hvasion Committee mutes give us a real insighttd first ad
arrangementdor our villagein anticipation for warlt would appear that
to begin with All Saints School was chosen as the base for the hospital,
but later minutes showed the need for an alternativespital just in
case the school had tbe evacuated. The places suggested were the

Rectory on Plummers Road and Mill House in Mill Lane.

With the expectation that

local doctors and nurseg
would have the necessary
training to deal with

casualtisincluding those
involving gas, local first aide

would be required at a
Y A y dzii S Q &he BRIdhi

Ambulance and The British
Red Cross Society wdublso
be organied and train those
who wishedto assist.

Anyone involved in first aid
would be aware of the

location of the nearest first

- FORDHAM. .

HOME NURSING. — Threee local
members of the Aldham branch, Junior
Bed Cross Detachment, were suceessful
in & course of instruction in Home
Nursing. The Misses, Ivy Chandler,
Dolly Rateliff, and Betty fmyner were
among the many branch members to
attain the necessary qualifications to
pass the test. Each successtul candidate
was_presented with certifleate of tpe
8t. John Ambulance Association,

aid post, casualty clearing
station and base hospitalAn

appropriate  building would
188

NewspaperCutting. FLHS Archive.




require a good supply of hot watebe made gas proof and in times of
war, a water supply in barrelwould bekept at the post with a means of
heating them.

Mrs L. White wa recorced as the First Aid Leader on the Parish Invasion
Committee. It ispossiblethat this could be Alice White, the wife of
Laurence White one of our P.O.W4# was customary in those days to

I RRNB&da YIFINNARSR 62YSy dzaAy3d GKSAI
White. But it could also b#rs Constance Lilliagwhite the sister ofAlice
married to Sidney Whiteheg I & [ I dzNB y.Cé&ancdallid® (i K S
White lived at School dise perhapsmore ideally placed in the Nage
whereas Alice waliving at Valley Cages on Chappel Road.

At some time, it wa recorded in the minutes that MmBlairFish had
been First Aid @ader but she had resigned before the forming of the
Invasion Committee. Also in the minutes Mrs W. Fitisis was Annie
Sims) wa recorded as firshid representative on the Civil Defence
Service list.

MrsL.2 KAGSQ&a NRES g1 & Iy -oidvdiéXimtlaid y i 2
volunteers and arranging suitable bases where casualties could be

treated if the need arose. There are ees in the Invasioommittee
minutesthat show her tasks.

Friday 1% August 1941 Mrs White explained details of the
arrangements for dealing with casualties in the event of it being
impossible to evacuate them to the First Aid Post at Stanway. She was
asked to obtain adit of volunteers to assist in the manning of the mobile
unit and hand the list to the clerk, who would in turn forward it on to the
ARP Committee of 6hRDCRural District CoungilMrs White informed
committee that Miss A. Wright was no longer undertgkiraining in the
mobile unit.

This wa possiblyAgnes Wright who lived at, Alexander Cottages with

her parents George and Eth&lright. Agnes or Topsy Wright wa
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described as ahd worker for market gardening, heavy woHer sisters
Daisy and Evelynewe also working on the land.

February 18 1942 Mrs White was asked to obtain the names of
persons willing to undertake duties of a manual nature. At the meeting
of the 6.3.42 it was confirmed that Mrs White had produced a list of
volunteers prepared tolo certain manual work in case of invasion and
the list remaingn the hands of the chairman.

An entryon the 11" of May 1942describes how certain houses would
have to be evacuated if Fordham wasdded. Mrs White wa again
asked to draw up a list obfmales in Fordhammot engaged in special
services. MiSavill,now the Fordham Heath repsentative would draw
up a list of females in Fordham Heath.

The next entry statgsthat the discussion ahd mortuaries and the
burial of the dead would be discussd at the next meetingNothing
reappears in the later minutes addressing this point.

In the entry for16"™ July 1942 Mrs LoganMrs Gunary andMirs White
were asked to prepare théPink List There was also a GreenstiL
prepared by Mr Gunary. These listppgar to be quite important
offering up names of people willing to volunteer for necessary tasks in
the village if invasion occurred.

31* August1942 Mrs White informed the committee that she had been
requested to arrange alternative accommodation fdre temergency
hospital in case of need and suggested The Rectory as the most suitable
building. Lt. Firmin agreed to the suitability of the buildiMghen
required all equipment to be movedill be doneby the wardens and
Invasion Committee.

A later entryon the 14" of September 194%tated that the RevOddie
shouldbe informed that the Rectory was the most suitalddternative
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accommodation for an emergency hospital if it should be necessary to
evacuate the school. Thus the school was obviously thedibgil
earmarked as the hospital in case of invasion. A reply from Rev. Oddie
was read out at the next meeting.

However on the3™ of October 1942, it was decided that Mill House
would be earmarked as the emergency hospital and that tio@orary
secaretary would communicate with Mr BlairFish informing him of the
arrangement. Mr BlaiFish replied to the committe® request and in
turn the committee sent Mr BlaiFish a reply answering his questions. It
is not clear in the minutes if The Rectory or Mill Housze confirmed
as emergency hospitals.

14" September 1942Mrs White, the first aid leader was asked to supply
one of her first aid personnel for duty with the Home Guard and Mrs
White agree to do so.

We have four first aiders recorded on the 1939 regjigblus another
seven who are recorded as first aiders and ARP wardens.

Dorothy Sarah Mills nee Jarmawas born in 1906n Copford. On the
1921 census, she wdiving with Arthur Chaplin and his wife Jane Annie
in Porters LangFordham. Dorothy wa recordel as a niece. In 1930
Dorothy married Robert Alexander MilRobert was an ARP Warden in
1939. They lived at Wheelers FarWood Lane Fordham Heath.
Dorothy wa recorded as a First Aider for the Lexden & Winstree District.

Nellie May Firmin nee Bailewas born in 1901 and in 1911 she sva
recorded living with her parents and nirgblings near Aldham Church.
Nellie married John Thomas Firn{3) who was in the ARP aitbme
Guard. John was thenilitary representative on the village Invasion
Committee. Tie couple would have been very busy as Nellie was a First
Aider for the Lexden & Winstree District. They lived aatd Cottages

on Fordham Heath.
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Gertrude Mary Gray nee Smittwas born in 1884 and married Herbert
Clifford Gray in 1920; Herbert was baker fran St. Neots
Huntingdonshire. The couple lived at White HousenkaFordham
Heath, where Herbert warecorded as a mixed farmer. Gertrudes
busy doing unpaid domestiduties; housewife wa ciossal out on the
1939 register. Sheasrecordedas a First Aier (Major Criss

Agnes May Percival nee Taylevas born in 1910. Her eldest brother
Arthur was killed in Turkey in WWL1. Agnese of thirteen children
grew upliving at White ColneAgnes married Francis George Percival in
1934.They lived at Badger @age, Halstead RoadFordham in 1939.
Agnes was a First Aid Reservist.

First Aider and ARP Wardesn

Nora K. Phillipsvas born in 1902 in Colchester and baptised Kathleen
Nora PhillipsThe familylived in Old Heath RoadColchester, she had an
older sisterFlorence and younger brother Richafhadly Nora losther
father Joseph in 1915, he was only fogight By 189, Nora had moved

to Cobbs,Church LaneFordham vith her widowed mother Florence
Phillipsnee GoodramNora wa recorded as an ARP warden dirdt
aider.

Constance L. White nee Quarrellas born in 1893, daughter of Charles
Quarrell (along serving soldiein the military) and Millicent Moore who

died in 1907. Constance married Sidney W. White in 1930. They lived at
School HouseMill Road Fadham. Constance was a first aider and ARP
Warden.

Ellen Catherine Towle nee Hunveas born in 1898 she was &RP and
First Aid Personndbr Lexden & Winstree. She married Henry Wilfred
Hopping in 1920 and had threehildren with Henry WilfredAnother
daughter Queenie was less than a year when she died in 1925 and is
buried at All Saints Churchyar@ordham After Henry died in 1926 ade

just thirty-one, Ellen later married Fordham Parish Cl@tomas Robert
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Boulton Towle in 1931. Ellen can be found ba 1939 register living at
West View Church Road~ordham.

Rose Elizabeth Ann Pertwegas born in 1864 and lived at The Willows
Fordham Heath. Rose was single and diedHove Sussex aged one
hundred and threeRose wa recorded as a First Aid helper.

Mary Broyd nee Taylowas born in 1886 in White ColnEssex. In 1911
she was working as a servant in Chestert@ambridgeshire where she
met her first husband Ernest Carpenter whom she nedr in
Cambridgeshire in 1912. After he died in 19%¥ary married Charles
Broydat St. Barnabu€hurch,Chappelin 1929; Charles was a widower.
Hewas an ARP Reservist and they lived at Brook Hill Cottiaistead
Road Fordham.

Lillian Evelyn Beardd [ | dZNBy OS 2 KA GSQ& &AadSND
was in the ARRInd a First Aider. She was married to Harry Beard, a
carpenter and living at,Alexandra Cottagevoat Road Fordham

Mary White was born in 1915 and lived at Highfieldalstead Road; she
was the daughter of TorWhite and Kate White nee Robertdary was
in the ARP and a Firsidér.

Dorothy Edith Whitenee Lestewasborn in 1899n Fordhamand living
at Windyridge Halstead Road witther future husband Thomas Whijte
born 1911. Heffirst husband William Whitevas the uncle of Thomas
Dorothywas an ARP anFirst Ader

Winifred Jeannie Heatomvas born in 1903 at Kings Nortdgirmingham
andwas living at Mill House in 1939. Wied was a single woman and
had travelled to British Columbia in 1937 working as a secretary; she
returned to England in I3B. Winfred died in 1990 age eighty sevan
Chipping CampdenGloucestershire. She was an ARPar#én and
unpaid Ambulance DriveAs most male drivers from the Red Cross or
{Gd W2KyQa ! Yo dz I;hééSwakashBrtage 8f8nwerO | € f
in 1940
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A

vdzSSy 't SEIFYRNI Q& LYLISNRAIf ah

In 1902,the v dz§Sy ! t SEI Yy RN} Q £ a
Nursing Service (QAIMNS) was established by R
Warrant, and was named after Queen Alexandt
who became its President. In 194the QAIMNS
became a corps in the British Army and w.
NBYl YSR vdzSSy 't SEI yRN
Corps.

During the Second World WAapAIMNS women were called upon again,
serving from Iceland to the Pacifin 1939, nurses were sent to France
with the . NAGAAK O9ELISRAGAZYI NE C2NDSO®
Holland, Belgium and France in May 1940, British troops, including
members of the QAIMNS, withdrew. Before leaving their area, the
nurses helped destroy medical equipment, while the Royal Enginee
demolished the field hospital so the enemy could not seize it. All of this
was carried out under fire from German aircraft.

The QAIMNS rank structure was brought into line with the rest of the
British Army in 1941. For the first time, nurses worekrdradges and
could be promotedin 1944, QAIMNS personnel were the first women to
arrive at the Normandy beach head in order to set up a general hospital
with capacity for 600 patients. By the end of the war, there were 12,000
nurses in the service.

Marguerite Francoise Ursule Mahuziedn 1939 mother Yvonne and
daughterMarguerite 6 SNB f A@Ay 3 |G CfSHIOKSNR3
was a RedCross nurse in WW2 aral sister in the Queen Alexandra's
Imperial Military Nursing Service Reserve (QAIMNS.)

Marguerite was born onthe 28" of September1912, shewas the
daughter of Roger Felix Amedee Mahuzies and Yvonne Avisa Herbert.
Her parents were married in Pakrance in 1906.Marguerite and her
widowed mother moved away from Fordham to live in Dorset after she

trained to become a midwife in 1948.
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A 1959 newspaper cuttingecords that Marguerite was awarded the
vdzSSyQa [/ 2YYSYRIFGA2Y TF2NJ . NI gSNE
from a burning bungalowMargueritedied in Dorset in 1999 age eighty
six, her mother did in 1980 age ninetfive.

Dorothy E. Williamswhose birth is recorded athe 28" of September
1902 0n the 1939 registerwas a single woman livirgt lvy Cottagdn
Ponders RoadFordham her full time occupation was a District Nurse
and midwife.

Sources of Information
Pages 188 to 191Fordham Parish Council Invasion Minutes Essex Archive Chelmsford.

Page 194vww.museumstjohn.org.uk/behingvheekront-line-womenambulance
driverswwii/

Page 194vww.nam.ac.uk/explore/queeralexandragoyatarmy-nursingcorps
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CHAPTER16

The Womenos Land AT

®Harvest is well under way. | always associate Fordham with

harvest time T great stretches of sun baked fields. The sky

line looks just the same, but on closer investigation | find

there is a change in the 061l ast everd vill

fields now belong to a market gardening firm and grow acres

of onions, beans etc. No doubt this accounts for the

increased prosperity. Women work in the fields and the
produce is taken twF.London. d

In October 1940, the MP for Agriculture and Fisheries R.S. Hudson wrote
I YSaal3asS Ay (KS 22Y$¢@d [YyR ! Nye

Whe events of the past 6 months have made increased food production
at home even more urgent. Total war is a war of endurance, and to
ensure winning it we must make the most of all our resources, especially
the land. Milking the cows, feedingelpigs and the poultry or driving a
tractor, day after day, is unspectacular and at times may seem to you
dull. But without the food you help to produce, the bravery of the
fighting services would be of no avail and the machinery in our munitions
factorieswould be silent and still. Famine could achieve what no bomb
or blitzkrieg or invading force will ever bring about. It is your vital task to
see that such a thing could in no conceivable circumstance arise, and is
driven even further bmthe reaimsof g A A 0 At A1 A Sa ®Q

CKAA ALISSOK RSY2yadNIiSa (GKS AYLRN
0KS ylIGA2Y FTYR G2 (GKS 4N STF2NI @
YINDODKS&a 2y Ada ad?2yYl wmeQnhatjoined e (G KS
Land Army gave our nation a fightimpance by producing food and
maintaining our forests.

The FLHS photographic archive has a collection of photographs of
women from Fordham working on the land during WW2. Some are
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wearing the uniform of the WLA; but can we presume they were
members of the WA? Online documentation of records for women who
served in the Land Army is scarce, although in 2023 Land Army Indexes
were put on the Ancestry family history website; but there are gaps. |
have only found one index for a woman who lived in Fordham; Norah
Martyr. She is recorded on the 1939 Register as a Land Army worker at
Kemps FarpCopford.

Fordham Land Workers i Vera Cant, Doris Cope,
Susannah Green and Gwen Cudmore.

This is where oral history as a historical source can be so important.
Women who served may have spoken to their families, kept diaries, kept
hold of personal documentation and even held on to their uniform and
badges. Recording these WV¥¢periences is so important. Sadly, we
often find outaboutsomeonewho servedafter they have passed away

But for Fordhamwe were very fortunate that Ernest Maontacted us

about his wife Susannah Green and sent us lots of photographs of Sue
and her land working colleagues. It was from those photographs that |
634 AYALANBR G2 6NAGS I LINBaSydGl a7
this talk is the most popular ortbat | giveto other interested groups.
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The photagraphs from our archive take lmck
to war time Britain where youget a real sense
and understandingof everyday life in Fordham
and Britain. The photographs certainly reve
something of the characterfdhose wholived
in the village showin€ 2 NRKI YQa N,
involvement in the war effort.

.221a tA1S Q+x2A0S8a

Girl<by Dee Gordon is a really good record. i
contains interviews with some othe last |.

VOICES FROM HISTORY

ESSEX
LAND
GIRLS

DEE GORDON

surviving land girls. THeook containsa wealth [+

of material uneathed in diaries, letters anthe |

2 NEB Y

stories handed down from one generation to
the next about women in Essex.

¢tKS D2@SNYyYSyid asi

dzLJ

I 22YSyQa

[F

fighting army, but a force working on thand helping to produce food
and timber; it was a remarkable organisation. The WLA was first set up
in 1917 during the First World War by Lady Gertrude Denman. It was the
Ministry of Agriculture who approached Lady Denhamréstore the

W.L.A in 1938.

In June 1939Lady Denman set up the WL

headquarters at her home in Balcombe Plagg

Sussex, where committees were delegated
organise county administration. In Essex Oli
Tritton of Lyons Hall Finchingfield was the
WhairmarQ and like the majority ofpeople in
that position Miss Tritton was from a wealthy
family.

Many of the committee chairmen were from|g

upper class families. How were they going

NATIONAL %MSCE

interact with many of the lower class women

who would be part of the WA? h answer to
198
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that it was contuded that these womeflike the Countess of Althorp in
charge of Northamptonshirewere women fromfarming and rural
backgrounds. Therefore they werkest equipped to pass on their
expertise. By December 1939 there werd@D women in the Land
Army.

Another important development in the Ministry of Agriculture came in
the autumn of 1939 with the formation of local War Agricultural
Executive Committeelt was theirrole to oversee the acquisition and
management of farming land in order to produce food.

Maintaining food supplies was a governmeriority; they did not want

a repeat of the difficulties experiencedin WW1. Earlier in 1936Sir
William Beveridge drafted plans for food rationing which came into
force in 1940. Farming and production of horgewn food were key
elements tosurvivingthe war.

The emergency Powers Act 1939 enabled the Ministry of Agriculture to
direct and controlfood production. Each countgppointed a war
agriculture committee to increase food production. In 193&mers
were offered incentives to plough up land to grow wheat, oatsrléna &
potatoes (£2.00 an acrefome farmersthought this cynical, thatvhen

the nation was in danger, the government was only then taking an
interest in farming. By end of war eighteenillion acresof land had
been requisitioned. The W had many discussions with farmers who
saw their land not only turned over to national food production bigo

to concrete airfields.

In W.J. Rudsdal@ diary, that is an account of his role as Curator for
Colchestr Museum and assistant to the WAEC for the area during
WW2. We see many accounts of confrontat®betweenthe WAH Qa
requests andarmers. Sofiyou think about Fordhamwith lots of land
already being used for agriculture. How much of that was reqoirstl?

It would make sense that women would work in the areas where they
lived, but this was not always the cagéty girlsoften endedup in the
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countryside, a completely different way of life to what they were used
to. Women of the WLA had to be prepal to be sent anywhere; to
where the work was needed.

Checking the 1939 Register which was takertten29" of September,
GKSNBE NB SyGNARSAE FT2NJ YlIyeé C2NRKI
2N SNPQ C2NRKFY gtka | @SNEB I 3INAOc
and fields; so it is not surprising that agricultural work for men and
women would have been the main occupation in the village.

2 KS{KSNIJ WnegnR W.a.A MJukka There was no need for
women already working as land workers to apply to joie tWLA.
Whereas, Norah Martyof ThreshersFordhamg I & NB O2 NRSR | 2
domestic dutieQ(housewife) and certainly appliedt clearly states
WSYNREf SR AQon Kef ihdex/c&dTRe2ré¢dtd shows that

Norah went to work for Lionel de Hochepiedrpent of Moat Farm in

Turkey Cock Lan€opford. Her WLA index cardlso showsshe was an

official Land Army girl.

We know that in 2008, land worker
4 Susannah Green had appliéat a medal
4 that recognisecher WLA role Sadly, her
B medalarrived six weekafter shedied.

"We could do with thousands
more like you. .

It also statesn a newspaper cuttingve
have that there wee twenty women
working on the land in Fordham.

So why enrdd Women who had served in
the WLA were later askedhy they had
joinedthe WLA.

These are their responsecorded in
Q+2A0S & THsBeX LahdAGily 2 NB Y
Dee Gordon, istates:

WW2 PosterlWM.
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To avoid military service

To have a healthy country life

They did not want to work in munitions factories

Some wanted to get away from home

hiKSNAR RAR y20 é6lydGd | 220 WAY R2Y¢
{2YS &aFAR (GKS@é& ¢2dAf R R2 WIHyedKAaAy3

To enol, there was a minimum age of seventeen years andrgnths,
but many younger girls lied about theiga and were only sixteewhen
they enrolled. They were given medical to assesgheir health and
fitness,then training could start

Atthe beginningtNI A YAy 3 gl & R2YyS aryishRBeg A Iy
trained, on the joh at their place of workOnce better arrangements

had been puin place the committees organisedixweeks of training at
Canbridgeand Writtle Agricultural Colleges.

Georgina Ratcliffe. Reenactor.

201



There was a range of training, includitigctor driving (special tractor
courses), animal care, milking, mowing, building hay stacks, pest control,
hedge cutting and thatching. Proficiency dcates and badges were
awarded for excellence. Seeing girls operating new and modern
machinery was revolutionary YR Yy Sgag2NIKed 22YSy
job attracted many a photographer amgwspaper.

(25 P o

These courses enabled the WLA to tacileange of work: digging
ditches, milking cows, feeding chickens, rounding up animals using
sheep dogs, pickingegetables likeBrussel sprouts, ploughing with
tractors or with shire horses and of courskiring harvest timebuilding
haystacks. There ag also delicate handwork iplanting and gathering,
working in nurseries and glasshouses. There was also work to be done
on land reformation, so that it could be used for farming. kiaery was

big and dangerousiccidents were common. In 1944 Benevolentund

was startedthat offered financial assistance for land girls in difficulty
also helpedwith illness, disability, education, training, convalescence
and rest homes.

One of the key jobs fortrained WLA women was pest control.
£25,000,000 of foodrad animal feed was eaten or spoiled by rats; they
were a major public health threatabbitsalso damagedrops.
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Over 10,000 women worked on market garden /,/‘
growing fruit and vegetablesmany Fordham {7 &f7Z
women did just that.
Land girls were paid directly bie farmers who
employed them. The land girls were paal
minimum wage of twenteight shillings for a
forty hour week, although that waisicreased taa |
fifty hour week in the summer. Evemally the
wage was raised by one pourid 1944. Those [§
staying away rbm home would share digs withg
other WLA members, as they often worked as™c
team. Fourteen shillingsvas deducted for board and lodging.

For many girlsit meantleaving home for first time. Somgad no idea
about rural life. Tiey foundtheir living accommodation and working
conditions were not alwaygleal. The buildingin which they stayed
varied from castles, old houses, spogavilions and even converted

chicken houses; many stayed on farms, but many remote farms did not
have the luxuries we have tagt such as running water, electricity and

indoor toilets.

Agricultural Committee atshad a hostel at Layer
Marney. Many women were billetednothe farm
where they worked bufor our Fordham women;

at Wormingford from a newspaper article.

Members of the WLA were issued withhandy
pocket sizednanual thatcovered everything from

pests information about how many vegetables
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In Essex there were approximately 2,000
members of the Women's Land Army. There were
WLA hostels at Lexden Road, Colchester, Layer
Marney, Peldon and West Mersea. The War

they lived at home. We know of accommodation

application forms to recipes and dealing with



would beproduced from an ounce of seedow to use certain tools and
much more. Gontact rames for all county representativeswere
included.

There was an ofdA I f 2 2YSy Qa [ |a/dreen! jidped, dzy A
khaki overall coat, fawn cotton shirts, corduroy breeches, dusgsr

three pairs of socks,a pair of brown shoes, great coag tie that cost

1s.9d,a hat and gilded brassbadge, inlaid with green & red enamel

There were also working clothes: wellingtons (although these were in
short supply as there was a wartimghortage ofrubber), leggings,
dungarees, overalls and oil skinBhere wasa scarf to keep the hai

clean and out of the way oflangerous farm machinery. Clothing
coupons were handed in as payment for the uniform. Official arm bands
were worn for parades with a half
diamond shaped cloth badge for each
sixmonths service. The hat started off
in this wiform style, but soon became
used and abused. They were oftgn
YhodifiedXo suit the personality of the
wearer! In an attempt to prevent this
abuse, a leaflet was issued on how o
wear the hat!
204 WLA hat made by Michael Hamilton-Macy.




